
Y7 Information 
Evening 18/09/19



Simon Balle All-through School

● We are not expecting a fire alarm but if 
one were to go off, please evacuate 
through the nearest available exit 
highlighted on the map. We will 
congregate on the main field at the 
back of the school. We will only 
re-enter the building when advised and 
it is safe to do so.

● For safeguarding purposes, please do 
not take any photographs/video 
recordings of any students

● Please turn off your mobile phone or 
place it on Silent Mode



Format of evening

1. Introduction by Miss Rhodes (Year 7 Leader)
2. Accelerated Reader by Mrs Cooke (HoD English)
3. Go4Schools by Mr Pooley (Assistant Head)
4. T&L by Mr Finch (Assistant Head)

 



Introduction 



Pastoral and Academic Structure
Is you question / success / problem pastoral or 

academic?

Pastoral Academic

Form Tutor Subject teacher

First point of contact First point of contact

Head of Year 



Year Team

7A - Miss Whitby
whitbyk@simonballe.herts.sch.uk

7B - Mr Moses
mosesb@simonballe.herts.sch.uk

7L - Miss Iles
Ilesn@simonballe.herts.sch.uk

7N - Mr Moloney
moloneym@simonballe.herts.sch.uk

7N - Mr Brinicombe
brinicombed@simonballe.herts.sch.uk

7R - Miss Newman
newmane@simonballe.herts.sch.uk

Form Tutor

180 students from 30 
different feeder schools

 Parents of...

Miss Rhodes
MFL

Year Leader
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What is Accelerated Reader?

AR is a computer program that helps teachers 
manage and monitor children’s independent 
reading practice. 

Your child picks a book at his/her own level 
and reads it at his/her own pace.

 When finished, your child takes a short quiz 
on the computer. (Passing the quiz is an 
indication that your child understood what was 
read.) We classify 85% as a pass.



What are the benefits of Accelerated Reader?

AR gives both children and teachers feedback based 
on the quiz results, which the teacher then uses to 
help your child set targets and direct ongoing reading 
practice. 

Children using AR choose their own books to read, 
rather than having one assigned to them. This makes 
reading a much more enjoyable experience as they 
can choose books that are interesting to them

This year we are modelling success with ‘Everdark’



How does Accelerated Reader measure 
progress?

Your child will do a STAR Test  once a term to find 
out his/her ZPD (Zone of Proximal Development) 
which is expressed as two numbers e.g. 3.2-5.0.

The students should choose a novel with a ‘Book 
Level’ between those two numbers. The nearer to 
the top number, the more challenging it will be.

If a student reads every day for 20 minutes at the 
right level, his/her ZPD will improve each STAR 
test.

ZPD is defined  as ‘the 
range of books that will 
challenge a child without 
causing frustration or 
loss of motivation’



Useful information about Accelerated Reader

★ Quizzes should be taken within 48 hours of 
completing a book.

★ Quizzes can be done on the iPads but only on 
weekdays within school hours (8am-4pm)

★ Almost all the fiction books in our library have a 
Book Level, but you can check out the level of 
any book from home by looking at the AR 
BookFinder website. http://www.arbookfind.co.uk 

★ If you enter keycode SM239842, BookFinder will 
tell you which books are available in our own 
school Library

http://www.arbookfind.co.uk/UserType.aspx


★ Encourage him/her to develop 
good regular reading habits.

★ Talk to him/her about his/her 
reading choices. 

★ Use your child’s log in details to 
access Home Connect, a live 
dashboard where you can see 
his/her quiz results and monitor 
his/her progress. Details about this 
are in your envelope.

How can I support my child’s reading?

The 
longer the 
books are, 
the more 
points 
they are 
worth- 
another 
way of 
keeping 
track of 
progress



★ Curated reading list, selected 
to be linked thematically to 
units in curriculum and 
challenging 

★ Please look at these books 
and discuss suitability and 
challenge with your child 

★ Available on student website

Companion 
Reading List





Go4Schools gives parents access 24/7 to up-to-date information about their child 
and their learning:

● Current information about achievement and progress in the subjects they are 
studying

● Attendance information
● Timetable information
● Behaviour information
● Interim and annual reports
● Homework

Go4Schools 



How to access Go4schools
● In order to log onto Go4schools you need to visit www.go4schools.com and 

click on the ‘Parents’ icon in the top right hand side.

● Alternatively a link to Go4Schools can be found on our schools website.

● Enter your email address in the First-time User? section. This address 
must be the one we have on file for you.



At a glance

What you will see
This is a quick overview of your child’s 
current progress against their target 
grades for each subject. A value of 
zero indicates that your child is on 
target, a negative value indicates 
below target and a positive value 

indicates above target.



Detailed progress
This table shows the current levels in 
each subject. All topics and 
assignments are listed here and 
updated marks will appear throughout 
the year.
Where ‘View subject description’ links 
are available, you can click on the link 
to see more detailed information about 
the subject and what is being studied.



Attendance
Attendance and Attainment at SBAS 2019

Percentage 
attendance

Average 
attainment 8 

score

Below 79%
(5 students)

1.33

80-85%
(2 students)

4.79

86-90%
(5 students)

2.89

91-95%
(19 students)

5.41

96-99%
(106 

students)

5.77

100%
(29 students)

6.31

 



Behaviour 
•You will receive an email when a behaviour 
point, positive or negative, is put on.

•You then need to log on to Go4schools to 
view it.



Homework 



Progress and reports 
•Here you will be able to view 
reports, which will be added 
throughout the year. To download 
a PDF version of the report, click 
on view report.

•We will not be sending reports 
home with students, should paper 
copies still be required they can 
be requested by contacting the 
HOY. 



Key Points 
•Reports are created and published on Go4Schools. 

November, January, February and July for Y7. Parents Evening 31st March. 

•Some reports include data only

•Twice a year reports include comments from subject teachers – what is going 
well, what needs to improve and targets
•One report, towards the end of the year, will include a character report from a 
student’s form tutor
•All reports include a current grade (where your child currently is) which is colour 
coded to show if they are on track or not.  They also include an attitude to learning 
(ATL) grade for 3 areas. 



Assessment and Target setting 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hsRAwXGKxwvSsPck1Z9vL2lA7xBu3cYQdvRdWTiHS_Q/edit

From September 2019 students achievements in Key stage three,  will be assessed in four categories: 
Emerging, Developing, Securing and Mastering.  We hope that this will provide students and parents, a clear 
indication of how well they are progressing. 

Assessment system explained

● The grades (M-E) indicate how well the student is doing for a student in that year of education 

● Aspirational targets are the same as they would be at GCSE, but converted into four grade bandings,(Mastering, Securing, Developing 
or Emerging.)

● Each assessment term has a negative, full and positive  version (ie Emerging -, Emerging, Emerging +) 

● Good progress is indicated by a student achieving their target in each year.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hsRAwXGKxwvSsPck1Z9vL2lA7xBu3cYQdvRdWTiHS_Q/edit


Reporting

Reports are a feedback tool as valuable as Parents’ Evening

Reports have great impact on future learning

Parents should sit with their child and read through reports to help them 
unpick what is being said

Parents can help assist student progress by setting targets on attitude to 
learning as well as within specific subjects

 



Curriculum

● An inclusive and challenging curriculum designed to inspire curiosity and build subject mastery, 
including the skills of literacy, numeracy and oracy.

● A progressive and sequential curriculum designed to develop a depth of knowledge. The integrity 
of each subject is respected with key vocabulary being explicitly taught.

● An interwoven, rich curriculum that is designed to support students’ retention and retrieval of 
knowledge   



 



 



Nurturing 
Resilience

 



 

Build positive relationships. 
A focus on the importance of positive 
teacher/ student enhances student 
wellbeing and achievement. A 
meta-analysis of 99 studies showed 
that student teacher relationships were 
linked to student engagement and 
achievement (Roorda et al, 2011) and 
a positive relationship with one caring 
adult can change the trajectory for 
even the most at risk student 
(Anderson, et al, 2004).

Identify student strengths.A strengths based approach that identifies 
student abilities and positive qualities then works proactively to build 
upon these strengths, gives your students more opportunities to be 
successful and build a strong sense of self-worth.

Promoting resilience in students and classrooms

 

Foster positive emotions by building a sense 
of pride and belonging within the school. 
Create a positive learning environment where 
students have a voice and choice, ensure that 
all students feel physically and emotionally safe 
and use collaborative learning strategies to 
enhance student relationships. A proactive 
approach will help to reduce anxiety and 
improve learning outcomes.

Teach social and emotional skills. 
Improve peer relationships by explicitly teaching skills of 
self-awareness, self-management, social awareness, relationship 
skills and responsible decision-making.

Build a sense of meaning and 
purpose. Providing opportunities for 
students to contribute to others gives 
meaning beyond themselves. 
Engage students with the local and 
global community so they find ways 
to contribute. Working towards 
worthwhile goals increases students 
sense of wellbeing which impacts 
positively on student achievement.



Promoting resilience at home

Increase their exposure to people 
who care about them

‘I told Grandma how brave you were. She’s 
so proud of you.’

Let them know that it’s okay to 
ask for help

‘Being brave and strong means knowing 
when to ask for help’

Build their executive functioning

Routines, board games & memory. 

Exercise

Exercise strengthens and reorganises the brain to 
make it more resilient to stress

Build feelings of competence and a sense of mastery

Nurture that feeling in them – that one that reminds them they can do 
hard things

Model resiliency

Imitation is such a 
powerful way to learn

Encourage them to take safe, considered risks

Age-appropriate freedom lets them learn where their edges are, 
encourages them to think about their decisions, and teaches 

them that they can cope with the things that go wrong

Don’t rush to their rescue

It is in the precious space 
between falling and standing back 

up again that they learn how to 
find their feet

Let them talk

As they talk, their mind is processing 
and strengthening.

Let them talk and try to come up with 
their own solutions

Tell them you love them 

(But you knew that anyway!)

A big part of resilience is building 
their belief in themselves. It’s the 
best thing they’ll ever believe in. 

https://www.princeton.edu/main/news/archive/S37/28/70Q72/index.xml?section=topstories


T&L at SBS



MOST BUSINESSES 

AND PEOPLE SPEND 

MOST OF THE TIME 

DEVELOPING THE 

LEFT HAND SIDE OF 

THE BOX….

HOWEVER A 

MAJORITY OF 

FAILURES ARE DUE 

TO THE NEGLECT OF 

THE RIGHT HAND SIDE 

OF THE BOX…..  



DO STUDENTS HAVE THE KNOWLEDGE? 

CAN THEY RETAIN NEW INFORMATION?

ARE STUDENTS CLEAR ABOUT WHAT IS 

EXPECTED OF THEM (PRODUCT OF 

THEIR LEARNING) AND CAN SEE WHY 

THEY ARE LEARNING THIS CURRENT 

KNOWLEDGE (OUTCOME OF LEARNING)?

STUDENTS NEED TO SEE THE BIGGER 

PICTURE

A GOOD ATTITUDE MANIFESTS IN THE 

FOLLOWING WAYS: POSITIVE THINKING, 

CONSTRUCTIVE THINKING, CREATIVE 

THINKING, OPTIMISM, MOTIVATION AND 

ENERGY TO DO THINGS AND 

ACCOMPLISH GOALS.

DO STUDENTS EMBRACE A WIDE RANGE 

OF ACTIVITIES WITH A ‘CAN DO’ 

CULTURE? 



SKILLS ARE THOSE CAPABILITIES AND 

COMPETENCIES THAT ARE GAINED 

THROUGH EXPERIENCE AND LEARNT 

THROUGH PRACTICE.

ARE STUDENTS INDEPENDENT? CAN 

THEY WORK TO THEIR POTENTIAL 

WITHOUT SUPPORT?

DO STUDENTS KNOW HOW TO 

INTERACT AND WORK WITH LEARNING 

PARTNERS?

WHAT WE REPEATEDLY AND 

CONSISTENTLY DO WITHOUT ANY 

EFFORT. HABITS ARE THOSE ASPECTS 

OF OUR BEHAVIOUR THAT REFLECT 

WHAT WE DO REPEATEDLY AND TRULY 

DEFINES OUR CAPABILITY TO PERFORM.

ARE STUDENTS PERSISTENT IN 

COMPLEX TASKS?

ARE STRONG LEARNING BEHAVIOURS 

INSTILLED?



KASH BUILDS:

• RESILIENCE FOR CHALLENGE

• MOTIVATION FOR ENGAGEMENT

• INDEPENDENCE FOR AUTONOMY

• ABILITY TO EVALUATE TO 

FEEDBACK

WITHOUT KASH:

• STUDENTS UNAWARE OF CURRENT 

LEVEL OF PERFORMANCE

• LEARNED HELPLESSNESS OCCURS

• DO NOT KNOW HOW TO IMPROVE

• DON’T HAVE THE END GOAL IN MIND 

OR THE BEHAVIOURS TO GET 

THERE



Homework

 



Other information

Parents should always email, telephone or write to the relevant person, for example:

● For a safeguarding issue, they should contact Leon Brown, Safeguarding Lead

● In the “Secondary phase” an academic concern or query should be with the subject teacher, whilst a “pastoral or social issue” with 
the form tutor

The teacher should respond within 2 working days to acknowledge the query and set a time for the meeting, should one be deemed 
necessary. Please be aware that some staff work part-time which means that 2 working days could be  over a longer timescale than 
full-time staff. 

Parents must be aware that teachers are committed to their teaching classes and therefore most meetings will take place either before 
school starts or after school. It will not be possible to see parents who arrive at reception without an appointment.

 







They have some battery life but should be charged overnight for the first time.

7A

7L

7M

7N

7B

7R

Values lesson - 19/9/19
Edutech visit

IT/Science lesson - 20/9/19
Edutech visit



Have a safe journey home...


