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One of the hallmarks of Simon Balle is that deep sense of community.  It has 
been commented upon over the years by parents, Ofsted inspectors and visitors. 
The children and young people, from the earliest age right up until they leave, 
aged 18, talk of this community where they feel safe, are happy, make good 
friends and can thrive both academically and socially.  The Autumn Term is an 
important one for creating and sustaining this special ethos.  There are a number 
of community events and next week we will engage in two of them- the annual 
Fun Run (a fundraising opportunity) and the Open Morning (for Year 6 families 
who are deciding on secondary school). Recently we have also introduced a   
Harvest Festival at All Saints Church for the Larch children (this year on October 
9th).  

We want to encourage all children to join clubs and activities and perhaps more 
importantly stick at them showing a commitment.  Research and common sense 
shows that people who have hobbies and interests and who show commitment 
and resilience flourish in all aspects of adult life. With music and sport providing 
so many activities as well as other clubs and events, such as chess club and 
house plays, please strongly encourage your child to join in.  Thank you. 

As a school that has at the heart of its vision health and wellbeing, we are      
currently thinking more strategically about our responsibilities in promoting a 
healthy and environmentally sound diet. To this end we have recently met with 
our catering company, Hertfordshire Catering, as part of this exploration.  Whilst 
as yet we have little to share with parents about any changes, Hertfordshire    
Catering have informed us of their dedication to following nutritional standards. 
However, they have recently  been awarded the Sugarwise accreditation and  
this information will be going out to parents with the new Winter menu leaflets. 
The company voluntarily work to the Public Health guidelines for sugar intake as 
there are currently none in the Government Food Standards. 

The desserts which no longer feature in our menu cycle due to sugar being too 
high and not able to reformulate the recipes are:- 

Golden Krispie  Melting Moments 
All forms of Flapjack Yorkshire Jam Tart 
Syrup Sponge  Cherry/Lemon Lovecake 
Lemon Drizzle 

We have desserts each week with at least 50% fruit and we use dried fruit to 
sweeten not sugar such as sultanas, apples and dates.  

 20th September 2019 
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Fun Run 
 
An important reminder that the annual Fun Run takes place on Monday 23rd September. For details 
please refer to the letter Mr Pooley sent on the 9th September. All students should come to school 
wearing their PE kit.  Some runners may wish to complete the course in fancy dress.  The theme this 
year is the Rugby World Cup – countries have been allocated as follows:- 

 

Y7  England 

Y8  USA 

Y9  South Africa 

Y10  Japan 

Y11  Wales 

6th form Australia/New Zealand 

 

The preferred way to contribute is to make a donation via ParentPay as we are able to claim Gift Aid 
on donations. Any cash should go straight to the Finance office. Hopefully we will have good    
weather for this whole school event and raise lots of money to benefit our students 

 
Arrangements for Open Day - Secondary 
 
Saturday 28th September is our annual Open Morning for prospective families. All students are     
expected to attend.  They should arrive should arrive at 8.15am and can leave at noon.  Full smart 
school uniform should be worn.  Students will either be working in departments or acting as guides 
for our visitors.  
 
 
Parking 
 
Please note that you should not drop off or collect students from Balls Park.  This is private property 
and we have received a number of complaints from residents.  We want to be considerate to our 
neighbours at all times.  
 
Thank you. 
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Exam Invigilating 

 

Simon Balle School are looking to expand their team of Exam Invigilators for the 2019/2020 academic 
year. Exam Invigilators are an integral part of the exams team in every school and have a key role in   
upholding the integrity of the external examination/assessment process. If you have good                    
organisational skills, work well as a member of a team, are able to follow strict rules and regulations and 
have capacity to work during the months of December, January, May and June then please come along 
to The Library at Simon Balle School at 9.15am on Monday 30th September to find out more about this 
role. 

 

If you are not able to make the information session but would like to apply for this role then please 
complete the application form on the school website by Monday 7th October 2019. 

 

For further about this role please call Debbie Fitzgerald, Exams Officer, on 01992 410400 ext 251. 

Please note that while the length of exams vary, invigilators need to be available from 8.15am to 
12.00pm for morning examinations and 12.45pm until 4.30pm for afternoon examinations. 

 

Attendance newsletter update  

As you know, excellent attendance is vital in order for children to do well at school. This is why at Simon 
Balle All-through School we have a minimum target of 97% attendance. 

Last year the overall school attendance figure was 96.3%, which was excellent and I thank you for your 
support with this.  

The link between attendance and attainment was highlighted to me again when analysing the summer  
results.  

At GCSE level students with attendance under 90% scored on average a grade 2.89. Students 91-95% 
scored on average a grade 5.41.  110 students fell into the 96-99%, and scored an average grade of 6. 
With 30 students maintaining 100% throughout the year  averaging a grade of 6.5.  

Similar trends were seen at A Level, with 3 students who had not missed a day of school in 7 years,    
obtaining places at the top universities in the country.  

In the primary phase, good habits are being instilled and the Primary attendance figure was 97%.  

Please can I remind parents that term time absence, unless for exceptional circumstances, will not be 
authorised.  If you could please try to make medical and dental appointments outside of school hours.  

Thank you again for supporting your children, by making sure they come to school every day. 
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LIBRARY DATES FOR YOUR STUDENT’S DIARY 2019/2020 

 

Thursday 19 September (lunch time) – Piano Recitals start 

Wednesday 2 October – Steve Nash, CEO of the Institute of the Motor Industry will speak to all Business 
and Economics students in Years 11-13. This inspiring talk with time for Q and A has been organised with 
Speakers For Schools. 

 

Thursday 3 October – National Poetry Day 

Thursday 17 October (lunch time) – Piano Concert 

 

Monday 11 November- Friday 15 November is Book Week when we will start holding Reading is Power 
events. The Travelling Bookshop will be open (at times to be published) for all students to browse and 
buy books and stationery. Our Libraries earn commission from sales in the form of free books. 

Monday 11 November – Steve Cole (popular author of the Astrosaurs, Doctor Who and Young Bond   
series) will talk to students from Reception up to Year 8 and signed copies of his books will be available 
to order. 

 

Friday 13 December (lunch time) – Christmas Quiz 

Friday 7 February (lunch time) – Harry Potter Quiz 

Thursday 5 March – World Book Day 
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PE Updates 
 

Congratulations to our Senior Girls Hockey team who have recently won the District Hockey title this 

week, a fantastic achievement and well done to all who participated.  

 

This week the Cross Country season begins in earnest with the Year 7 Mob Race taking place at         

Presdales school from 4pm. Thereafter for the following 3 weeks the District Cross Country League will 

take place each Thursday. More information and results to follow in the next newsletter.  

 

As a department we are working continuously to improve our communications with both parents and 

students in relation to the many extra-curricular opportunities which we offer alongside our assessment 

and curriculum resources. Over the past 6 months we have been developing our student website which 

your son/daughter can access once they are on their homepage by clicking on the following; 

 

                
    

⇓ 
  

  

⇓ 
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Click on extra curricular and this will bring you to our fixtures below; 

 

 

 

You can also find updates on our twitter account @sbspedept  

Please join as we will be adding updates to this site on a regular basis such as arrangements,     

results, pictures and much more. If you have any questions regarding PE at Simon Balle                

All-through school please don’t hesitate to contact me on brennand@simonballe.herts.sch.uk  

The PE department are pleased to announce that we have been awarded with the School 

Games Mark Gold Award.  The School Games Mark is a government-led awards scheme 

launched in 2012 to reward schools for their commitment to the development of competition 

across their school and into the community.  As always, the department has endeavoured to 

give our students a well-rounded and balanced blend of clubs and encourages participation for 

all whilst aiming to allow students to further their abilities through competition.  This award is 

welcome recognition for all of the hard work put in by staff and students alike, during and after 

school as well as on Saturday mornings and the many trips that ran last year.  Once again this 

year there is a packed schedule of clubs and we encourage all of our students to choose at least 

one sports club to go along to each term and reap the health benefits that exercise can bring.  

Thank you to all staff and students have had had a helping hand in allowing us to gain this     

accolade ! 

mailto:brennand@simonballe.herts.sch.uk
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Recruitment Fair 
 
Simon Balle All-through School is a member of  the Alban Federation partnership in the area of teacher 
training.  Each year the Federation trains a large number of adults (56 in 2019/20), either straight from 
University with their degrees, or people who are changing careers, and places them in a host school for 
the year to enable them to complete their training and gain Qualified Teacher Status.  All applications 
are submitted through UCAS (the University Admission System) and this year, the application window is 
scheduled to open on 8th October 2019, for courses starting in September 2020. Courses are available in 
both Primary and Secondary programmes, with salaries or bursaries available for suitably qualified  
candidates in many subjects. 
  
If you are interested in becoming a teacher and would like to find out more about how to apply and 
what is involved, we are holding an Open Morning on Saturday 12th October 2019 in the Sixth Form 
Centre at Sandringham School in St Albans.  It runs from 9.30am to midday and you are more than     
welcome to come along and meet current trainees, senior school staff and federation team members. 
Equally, if you know of anyone who is keen to train to teach, this will be a very useful event for them to 
attend. 
 
Further details can be obtained from the school by contacting Yvonne Adshead 
via adsheady@simonballe.herts.sch.uk or direct from the Alban Federation team 
via afgtpenquiries@sandringham.herts.sch.uk 

mailto:adsheady@simonballe.herts.sch.uk
mailto:afgtpenquiries@sandringham.herts.sch.uk


      ChatSS 
Parent support group for CHIPS 

 

 
 

 
 
 

For Parents of Children With Additional Needs 
 

What is ChatSS? 
 

• Informal friendly group meeting monthly during term time since 2003 

• Sharing information & exchanging ideas. 

• Supporting parents of babies, toddlers, and of children in special and mainstream 

schools with additional needs. 

• Raising awareness of the needs of children & families. 

 
 Meeting place:  The Hub, Divot Place, Hamels Drive, Hertford , SG13 7SP 
Time of meetings:  1-2.30 p.m. 
Dates of meetings:  Every 3rd Thursday in term time 

 

Programme: 
 
19th Sept The Gene Gap Project – The Guardian are coming back to show us the film they 

have made including our views on this topic 

 

17th Oct  Jo Radcliffe (Always Bee You) Supports adults with learning disabilities to  

  achieve their potential through innovative Social evenings, work experience  

  and community activities bringing people together to live a better life 

 

21st Nov Lauren Clayden (Kids East Herts)  Advise with Sleep Problems. 

 
19th Dec     Xmas lunch!  Time and venue to be confirmed……… 

 

Sessions also include time for parents to chat and to opt out of speakers, if  wished. 

Refreshments 50p – Children welcome 

For further information contact Angela/Jo through the CHIPS Office number  01992 
534664  or email   info@chipsplay.org.uk 

 
 

WEBSITE:  www.chatss.org.uk 

Facebook:  https://m.facebook.com/ChatSSatCHIPS/ 

mailto:info@chipsplay.org.uk
http://www.chatss.org.uk/


Careers News at Simon Balle - Sept 
edition 

 

New Careers Resource 

 

We have currently signed up to Unifrog, a careers resource. This resource has already been launched 

to Y12 students in order to support them in the UCAS application process. We now plan to launch 

this resource to Y7-10 students from the beginning of November onwards and Year 11 students will 

receive their login details by the end of next week. This will involve the following; 

● Students will receive an email with a code 

● With this code they will be able to login and create a password 

● Parents will receive a letter with more details about this resource which they can also use 

and support your children.  

Unifrog is designed to “bring all the available information into one single, impartial, user-friendly 

platform that helps students to make the best choices, and submit the strongest applications” 

https://www.unifrog.org/about 

I will also be at the Y11 expectations evening to answer any questions that you may have. 

 

We will soon be publishing our careers programme for the coming year on the website. More 

information to follow in the next newsletter. 

 

 

From November we are planning on hosting a series of ‘Your Future’ 

presentations from a wide range of external employers. We are calling 

on all parents with enterprise links who would be in a position to 

present on a Thursday from 1.20-1.55 to a select group of students who 

have an interest in that sector. For further details and available dates 

please contact Mr D. Brennan on brennand@simonballe.herts.sch.uk 

 

Upcoming trips 

■ What careers live event - Fri 11th Oct 

■ Skills London 2019 Exhibition - Fri 15th Nov 

 

Opportunities available 

 

Opportunities available from Fashion Retail 

 

https://www.unifrog.org/about
mailto:brennand@simonballe.herts.sch.uk


 
The Fashion Retail Academy offers a wide range of specialist diplomas and degrees focusing on the 

business of fashion. Based in central London, we offer courses in Business Management, Buying, 

Marketing, Visual Merchandising, Merchandising, Garment Technology and Design. 

 
Our courses are developed to provide students with a combination of an in-depth knowledge of the 

fashion industry and hands on practical experience of the work environment. Most full-time courses 

provide a guaranteed work placement with a major high street brand and a designated project. 

 

You can meet The Fashion Retail Academy at the following events or for more information please see Mr 

Brennan 

 

21st September 

FRA Level 2/3 Open Day 

 

11th & 12th October 

WHAT LIVE? at Olympia London 

 

19th October 

FRA Level 4 & Degrees Open Day 

 

 

Interested in a career in Health? 

Allied Health Professionals Open Day Event 

Saturday 28 September 

 

9am to 2pm 

 

Cambridge University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust – Deakin Centre - http://bit.ly/cuhfindingus 

 

 There are no age restrictions for this event 

 

On Saturday 28 September Cambridge University Hospitals will be holding an open day for anyone interested 

in a career as an Allied Health Professional (AHP). Allied Health Professionals are the third largest workforce 

within the NHS,  providing treatment and help to rehabilitate adults and children who are ill, have disabilities 

or special needs, to live life as fully as possible. Working as an Allied Healthcare Professional offers a wide 

range of career opportunities, whether you are interested in science, the arts, sport or psychology, you are 

sure to find something that suits you. 

 

 Our message to anyone thinking of a career here is come and take a look, we have a lot to offer and it is 

incredibly rewarding work. 

 

 The following areas will be at the open day, talking about their experiences of working at CUH, offering 

educational talks about what is they do, and explaining how you can train to become an AHP. 

 

·         Music Therapists 



 

·         Chiropodists/ Podiatrists 

 

·         Dietitians 

 

·         Occupational Therapists 

 

·         Operating Department Practitioners (ODPs) 

 

·         Physiotherapists 

 

·         Radiographers – Diagnostic & Therapeutic 

 

·         Speech and Language Therapists 

 
Opportunities available at Metaswitch  

Metaswitch is a recognized leader in the development of ultra high performance, cloud native communications 

software.  Our software solutions equip, accelerate and transform communications service and platform 

providers, worldwide. Interested please see below; 

 

INTERNSHIP APPLICATIONS FOR SUMMER 2020 ARE 

NOW OPEN! 
  

● No experience is needed, we provide full training in house. 

● We look for people who have strong education results and an interest in technology. 

● People who like solving challenging problems really enjoy the complex work we do at 

Metaswitch. 

● We offer a salary of £1200 pcm to pre-university Interns and also offer subsidised rent in our 

company house for anyone living too far away for a daily commute! 

● There is no closing date, we keep recruiting until all of our positions are filled (usually around 

the end of January beginning of February). 

● Applications should be made via our website at 

https://www.metaswitch.com/careers/internships. 

 

Interested in a career in performing arts  
 

For more information please go to the following website: 

https://www.theatrecraft.org/theatrecraft-2019/ 

 

Are you interested in a career in Mathematics? 

Please see details of an upcoming event that may interest some KS4/KS5 mathematicians: 
  
https://www.actuaries.org.uk/learn-develop/attend-event/career-event-count-me 
 

https://www.metaswitch.com/careers/internships
https://www.theatrecraft.org/theatrecraft-2019/
https://www.actuaries.org.uk/learn-develop/attend-event/career-event-count-me
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