
 
 
 

 
Primary newsletter Friday 13th September 2019 

 
I am pleased to be writing to you all in the first of our fortnightly primary newsletters. What a 
wonderful first full week back!  
 
Teaching and Learning 
All year groups have been learning about their Roald Dahl book in the Literary Canon - and 
what superb costumes we have seen today as part of that celebration and learning. As I 
visited all classes on Wednesday, I saw Reception children creating a story map of the 
Enormous Crocodile, Year 1 learning to use adjectives to describe Mrs Silver in Esio Trot, 
and Year 3 writing excellent character descriptions of Augustus Gloop. I was pleased to 
show a visitor around, and he commented on just how happy and engaged children were in 
every class. Lots of fun has been had with a range of resources: bead strings in Year 2 to 
make two digit numbers, and a model of the human body in Year 4 science with organs that 
can be removed and replaced! Thank you to all staff for all of their work to make learning 
fun, and thank you to all parents for helping children to settle so well in their new year 
groups. 
 
Positive communication, including social media 
I am excited to be writing to you all about the ways we can further develop our 
communication with parents in the Larch. In my view, it is very important that we take every 
opportunity to build a positive partnership, and have a range of ways of communicating 
between home and school to suit all. I hope you will have been pleased to receive the 
curriculum overviews for each year group sent home earlier this week - they represent a lot 
of work from teachers in order to share with you the most important concepts and skills for 
each subject. Please do ask your children about the question(s) they are exploring as the 
term proceeds. All feedback, as ever, is welcome.  
 
As well as this, we look forward to welcoming you in to the Larch. The Reception “welcome 
evening” took place this week - thank you for such high numbers of parents in attendance, 
and supporting us as your young children begin on an exciting learning journey with us. We 
look forward to parents’  information evenings for Years 1, 2, 3 and 4 as this half term 
proceeds. We are also planning parent workshops linked to developing reading 
comprehension - more to follow! 
 
Our plans are now to expand our presence as a primary phase online. On a facebook post 
for the new Year 7s, the photographs have attracted over 70 ‘likes’. We want to make the 
best use of technology to share learning, photographs and all of the best moments at Simon 
Balle which parents might not otherwise know about. Visual images are a wonderful way to 
celebrate key events. In some departments, this is beginning to work well - in music, for 
example, I know that permission has now been sought for all those of you with children 
playing musical instruments. We are very excited to see the beginning of instrumental 
lessons and choir next week - as well as the very first instrumental ensembles beginning as 
part of Explorers on Wednesday. Do watch out for a photograph or two! 
 



It is paramount that school and families continue to work in partnership. Receiving images of 
school life through social media (facebook, twitter, instagram) is a preferred method of 
communication for many (though not for all).  When we use these platforms we will never 
share information that you have not given us permission to share, and we will never include 
names with photographs. Sharing photographs on online platforms such as social media 
sites is technologically equivalent to sharing them on the school website, as long as 
identities are protected. We would therefore ask you to support us with this as parents - 
please do not tag names of any other students at any time. If you would rather we did not 
include your child in photographs then the option to opt-out is, of course, included below.  
 
We hope that through a wide range of ways of communicating with parents - as has begun 
to be highlighted here - we will form a positive partnership with you all. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you wish to discuss any of this further in relation to your own child. I, 
and our experienced and skilled IT edutech team (Mr Nick Goodwin and Mr Gary Newland), 
are happy to help. 
 
I plan to organise a survey monkey online survey, as well as seeking parental views verbally, 
to coincide with our parent meeting evenings in November. We are always keen to seek your 
views.  
 
Please return the reply slip below by email (larch@simonballe.herts.sch.uk) or on paper 
copy, by Friday 20th September, so we can begin sharing examples of wonderful Larch 
learning online. 
 
 
Child/children’s names (one per family is fine, as long as all children are named): 
 
_________________________________________________________________________
_ 
 
Year group(s): 
 
_________________________________________________________________________
_ 
 
 
▢  I am happy for my child/children’s photographs to be taken and used in school (for 
example, on Tapestry for Reception children, on display boards)  
 
 
▢  I am happy for my child’s photograph, always not named, to be used on the school’s 
website 
 
 
▢  I am happy for my child’s photograph, always not named, to be used on the following 
social media platforms (in order to share their learning and enjoyment in activities at Simon 
Balle) 
 

- Facebook 
- Instagram 
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Learning in the next fortnight 
Our focus value continues to be ‘respect’. Please talk to your children about ways that they 
are showing this at home and in school. 
 
Our musical cannon has now begun. Each week has a focus composer that the children are 
listening to and learning about. So far, we have listened to Albinoni and Bach. Coming up 
are Chopin and Dvorak. 
 
Choirs and instrumental tuition and ensembles all begin next week. 54% of Years 2, 3 and 4 
are learning an instrument. Including choirs, 65% of children are engaged in a musical 
extra-curricular activity. Something to really celebrate - thank you to all involved. 
 
Explorers’ club continues. Thank you very much for so much positive parental feedback. 
Children are loving drama, sports, music, games and football. We can already see their 
learning of specific skills progressing. Plans are underway for activities in the second half of 
autumn term - more to follow! 
 
I hope to use this section of the newsletter to share with you ideas for learning that can be 
helpful and enjoyable at home. Two ideas this fortnight:  
 

- BBC bitesize: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/primary All subjects and lots of games 
for fun. 

- Oxford Owl: https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/ Lots of free resources and 
e-books to read 

 
School calendar primary dates 

● Monday 23rd September. Simon Balle all-through fun run. Please see all details 
emailed this week including how to make important contributions to the school. 

● Wednesday 25th September, 9.30am. All parents/grandparents/friends of the 
school who have volunteered in the past or who would like to volunteer are invited to 
join me for a coffee morning. All are welcome; however, it is important to express 
that volunteering needs to be a regular commitment in order to support our students 
and school. Please email larch@simonballe.herts.sch.uk to express your interest. 

● Wednesday 9th October. Harvest celebration at All Saints Church in Hertford. 
Volunteers needed to walk children to the church please: please speak to class 
teachers.  All parents welcome to join us for the service at 9.30am. Tinned/long-life 
produce to be donated for the homeless in Hertford and the surrounding areas.  

● And, please do not forget parent information evenings for Year 1, 2, 3 and 4. We 
would love to welcome every parent! 

 
PSA dates and events 

● Saturday October 12th.  A quiz with a twist. Please visit  
www.simonballe.psa.org.uk for tickets. Do enjoy and support our PSA and school. 

● The last day of each half term. Welly swap! On the last day of each half term, you 
can bring your old wellies that no longer fit and swap them for the next size up for just 
£5. Please join this initiative to help save waste, save money and raise some funds 
for the school.  
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Wishing you all a happy and successful fortnight ahead. 
 
Mrs Rachel Kirk (Vice Principal) 


