
 

Simon Balle All-through School   

2018/19 Round Up 

 

This is the very last newsletter/round up of this academic year. It shows just how busy we are 

right up to the last minute. You will be able to read what students have been doing from re-

ception up to sixth form. 

We look forward to welcoming everyone back on the Wednesday 4th September  especially 

our new students. 

It just remains for me to wish you all a very pleasant summer break and hope that the weather 

stays sunny and warm. 

 

Alison Saunders, Headteacher 

Madrid Trip 

Hace dos semanas, cincuenta y dos estudiantes y seis profesores fueron a Madrid en un viaje 

escolar. ¡Fue increíble! Viajamos en avión y llegamos a Madrid por la tarde. La primera noche, 

fuimos a un bar de tapas donde probamos jamón serrano y croquetas.  ¡Qué rico! Durante el 

día, hacía tanto calor pero hicimos muchas actividades. Por ejemplo, visitamos la galería de 

arte más grande de la capital donde vimos las pinturas más famosas de Picasso. También fui-

mos al palacio real donde pudimos admirar la Corona Real de España. Un día, compramos 

comida en el mercado San Miguel y también comimos churros en la churrería más antigua de 

Madrid. Además, vimos el estadio Santiago Bernabéu donde había muchos trofeos y fotos de 

los miembros del equipo.  ¡Aprendimos mucho sobre la cultura de España y lo pasamos bom-

ba! ¡Gracias!  

 

Two weeks ago, fifty-two students and six teachers went to Madrid on a school trip. It was 

amazing! We travelled by plane and arrived in Madrid in the afternoon. On the first night, we 

went to a typical tapas bar where we tried Serrano ham and Spanish croquettes. How deli-

cious! During the day it was so hot but we did lots of activities. For example, we visited the big-

gest art gallery of the capital where we saw the most famous Picasso paintings. Also we went 

to the Royal Palace where we could admire the Spanish Royal Crown. One day, we bought 

snacks in the typical food market of San Miguel and we also ate churros in the oldest café in 

Madrid. Furthermore, we saw the Santiago Bernabéu football stadium where there were lots 

of  trophies and photos of the players. We learnt a lot about Spanish culture and we had an 

incredible time! Thank you! 
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PE News 

July has been a busy month and especially on the back of winning yet another District Athletics 

title at the end of June. During the first week of July, our annual Sports Presentation evening took 

place and what a night this was. Our students and teams were honoured for their performances 

and commitment throughout the year. We also looked back at a successful sports tour as well as 

being fortunate to have a guest speaker called Philip Sharp who spoke about his experiences of 

officiating at the highest level during the 2000 European football Championships as well as the 

2002 World Cup Final in Japan.  

Two of our Boys' cricket teams reached District Finals this month. The Year 9's played Freman         

College in a very exciting close game. Ben Southall captained the side so well and his decision 

making under pressure won Simon Balle the game. Adam Brown scored 45 not out and his focus 

and determination was superb.  The game went down to the last ball and was on par with the 

world cup in terms of tension and excitement, with Simon Balle winning by one run. On the same 

night the Year 7 Boys Cricket team played against JWS who opened with 130 runs, a tough score 

for Simon Balle to chase who finished on a 100. However a great achievement to make their first 

final and the boys should be very proud of their achievement. 

Over the past few weeks we have had our final two Athletics competitions of the year, The Nicky 

Morris Girls Challenge and the Bruce Longden Boys Challenge. Our Girls performed very well to 

finish 4th overall behind some very strong schools as well as the U15 Girls finishing 3rd overall. The 

boys competed last week and performed very well, winning the overall title for the second year 

in succession by a 3 point margin as well as winning the Senior boys title.  

Our students were also fortunate to attend the Vitality Netball World Cup at the Echo Arena in 

Liverpool on Friday. Over 40 girls attended, experiencing some high quality netball.  

A big congratulations to all our students who have represented the school this year, as we look 

forward to the 2019-20 season with excitement.  

Summer Reading Challenge at Hertfordshire Libraries 

Our Primary students heard Mr David Rudd from Hertford Library talk at a recent Assembly about 

this annual challenge which runs across the country. Bookmarks were also distributed to students 

as part of the promotion. This year the scheme has a Space theme and involves   reading up to 6 

books over the summer break. We encourage you to take your child/ren to your local public    

library to sign up for this: stickers and a medal are part of the fun! For more  information please go 

to: 

https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/   

https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/
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Work Experience Year 9 and Year 10 students at Hertford Town Football Club 

  

On Friday 19th and Monday 22nd students from Simon Balle All-through took part in two days of 

work experience. The students have been given the task of painting the main stand at Hertford 

Town Football Club. The project is a collaboration between Simon Balle and Volunteer it Yourself 

(VIY). 

VIY combines volunteering and DIY by challenging young people aged 14-24 to learn trade and 

building skills, on the job, by committing to fix youth club and community centre buildings in 

need of repair or improvement.  

VIY also provide professional tradespeople to support and guide the students in placement with-

in the community.  They offer students the opportunity to gain vocational qualifications or access 

to further training. 

This has been an extremely worthwhile community project and the students have been a credit 

to Simon Balle All through. Many thanks to VIY and Hertford Town Football Club for their support. 

Saffron Hall Concert 

 

Saffron Hall last Sunday. A total triumph. Extraordinary. 'Not normal for a school' was one                    

description. 

Thank you to everyone for your support, emails, messages, jokes, laughs, reminders, tears and 

magical memories this year. At the heart of what we do are the musicians and Sunday showed 

what they have achieved this year. They were spectacular.  

The recordings: 

http://simonballe.herts.sch.uk/music 

or  

https://twitter.com/simonballemusic 

However, from me to you, thank you. My team can only achieve what they do due to your 

amazing children. Together we are Team Music. 

For those who would like to view or purchase photos from Sunday's concert, please use the link 

below: 

https://www.pardore.com/Simon-Balle-Music/n-6qpBSB/2018-2019/Summer-Concert-July-

2019  (password Bolero) 

http://www.simonballe.herts.sch.uk/music
https://twitter.com/simonballemusic
https://www.pardore.com/Simon-Balle-Music/n-6qpBSB/2018-2019/Summer-Concert-July-2019
https://www.pardore.com/Simon-Balle-Music/n-6qpBSB/2018-2019/Summer-Concert-July-2019
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PSA News 

 

Joules Seconds Clothing Sale 

We are excited to announce that Joules will be bringing their seconds to Simon Balle for a         

clothing sale during the evening of Wednesday 4th December.  

However, to make this event possible, we are looking for a small team of helpers to coordinate.  

This will be a ticketed event and we would like to open sales towards the end of September but 

can only do so if we have a team of coordinators in place.  

We need helpers to: 

Facilitate set up from 3pm and clear up post sale (at least 8 people) 

Assist during the sales, eg checking guest list (at least 8 people) 

Helpers to set up, run the bar and apply for an alcohol license (very straight forward) 

Helpers to advertise the event. 

Helpers to communicate with schools.  

Joules have provided a check list to work from so this event will be very straight forward to          

organise.  Please do get in touch by August 16th if you are interested in being involved or would 

simply like more information.  

Please email info@simonballepsa.org.uk 

 

Parent and Staff Association (PSA) AGM, followed by meeting 

Monday 16th September 2019 

6.45pm for 7pm, In the Larch Centre 

Do come along to meet us, hear about our fundraising and support to the school from last year 

and what we plan for this year. Being involved with the PSA is a great way to help build the          

Simon Balle all Through School Community, meet parents and staff, have some fun and raise 

money for your child's benefit all at the same time 

Everyone welcome. Refreshments and nibbles available. 

If you have any questions or want a quick chat before the meeting, email us at 

psa@simonballepsa.org.uk 

 

Thank you 

Finally, thank you to each and every family for the support you have given to the PSA over this 

past year. From volunteers covering slots at our fairs, to purchasing raffle tickets and attending 

meetings to offering Match Funding and using schemes such as My Nametags.   

mailto:info@simonballepsa.org.uk
mailto:psa@simonballepsa.org.uk
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Reception News 

Year 1 News 

WOW! We can’t believe it is already the end of the year. We have had a wonderful 

year with the children in Reception and are so proud of all their hard work and 

achievements. We have been doing lots of preparation for the children to transition 

into Year 1 and they are definitely ready to become Rabbits and Badgers.  

 

In maths the children have been using number lines and 100 squares to subtract. They 

have also been reviewing lots of mathematical concepts that we have learnt  

throughout the year. Please keep practising these with your children over the summer 

holidays.  

 

In literacy we have been reflecting upon our year and writing lots of our favourite 

memories and achievements. It has been lovely to see how far the children have           

progressed in their writing and hear how proud the children are of themselves.  

 

Thank you for all your support this year. Have a lovely summer! 

Where has the time gone? It is crazy to think that we are already having transition day 

in preparation for Year 2! The Rabbits and Badgers have all been working so hard and 

in maths they have been really impressing us with their application of number bonds to 

10. We have been splitting into different groups looking at tens and ones, teens     

numbers and even, number bonds to 20. There was some tricky challenges faced but 

they did a super job of showing how determined they all are in their learning. 

 

In English we have been reading a rather mysterious book called ‘The Flower’. On 

Monday, the children were all shown the book, with the words removed and they 

have to write a story based on pictures. Pages and pages later, we finally reached the 

end of the story and the children were all so proud of what they had written. They 

were then very excited to read the story properly the next day and to discuss how   

similar or dissimilar it was to their own version. It emphasised to them a story can be 

told through pictures and characters. We then spent time comparing the stories that 

had dialogue and ones that did not.  We talked about speech marks and speech 

bubbles and how it is important to use expression when reading and how we can 

change our voice to fit with how the character is feeling. Although finding it rather   

hilarious creating lots of different voices, the children were using more expression in 

their reading which is a big bonus!  

 

In topic we have continued to explore different seas and talked about the seaside 

and the changes we can notice between the past and the present. In science we 

have rounded up our topic of ‘Plants’ by comparing types of trees and talking about 

different types of seed dispersal! A busy but brilliant week!  
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Year 2 News 

Year 3 News 

In Year 2 we have been really engaged with our science plant topic. We have         

become experts in identifying different native trees and plants around our local        

environment. Along with this we have conducted an experiment with mystery beans. 

We have looked at the life cycle of plants and where our food is grown and the      

journey from farm to fork. 

 

In geography we have loved learning about the rainforests and jungles. We have 

learnt about the layers of the rainforest and which animals live in the different layers. 

We have also researched different tribes in different rainforest locations around the 

world. We are currently writing our own adventure story based in the rainforest and we 

are delighted with the writing the children are producing even this late in the term. 

 

In maths we have been recapping our learning and the children are really pleased to 

realise how much more confident they are across all topics.  

 

We can’t believe that this is the end of the year already, it only seems like yesterday 

when we started Year 2. We would like to thank you for all your support this year and 

would  like to wish you all a happy and safe Summer holidays from the Year 2 team! 

Year 3 have had such a busy week but have had lots of fun! The highlight of our week 

was our trip to Verulamium where the children completed a Roman Market workshop, 

buying different items that Romans would have used. They were able to explore the 

museum itself, looking carefully for the information to complete their activity booklet. It 

was lovely to see the children playing rounders and enjoying each others company 

during our lunch break. To finish the day, we went to visit the Hypocaust, where the 

children were mesmerized by the mosaic still there today.  

 

It was great to meet with you all during parent conversations. Thank you for coming to 

take the time and celebrate your children’s successes.  

 

We have thoroughly enjoyed our year with the children and cannot believe how 

quickly the year has gone! We wish you a relaxing summer break and look forward to 

seeing you all in September.  



PAGE 7 SIMON BALLE ALL-THROUGH SCHOOL   

 

Reception 

We had a fantastic morning with the new Reception children. It was lovely to meet them all and 

see them in their new classes. During the morning we spent time learning about Reception and 

what it means to be a hedgehog and a Squirrel. The children did some child initiated learning 

and got to explore the areas in our classes and outside. They all had a go at writing their name 

and made a hand print for a class display. We also played a phonics game where the children 

had to guess which animal was making a sound and they then enjoyed listening to a story. We 

can’t wait to have them join us in September.  

 

Year 1 

For Transition day in the Badgers and Rabbits class, we had lots of fun getting to know each    

other. We talked all about the exciting things to expect in Year 1, including our topics and key 

questions. We got busy making some lovely pieces of work to decorate the new classrooms and 

we began reading ‘Esio Trot’.  

In the afternoon we had fun on a walk in the outdoor environment to show Miss Hesketh the 

lovely areas we have to learn in. We are very excited for September! 

Year 2 

We had a brilliant transition day with the current Years 1’s, as they sampled some of the topics 

that they would be learning about in Year 2.   

In the morning we started off with a ‘getting to know you’ activity, along with the chance for the 

children to wow us with their phonic knowledge. The children were then introduced to the    

characters from the Roald Dahl story that we will be looking at in September, ‘The Twits’. We 

spent time discussing and writing adjectives that could be used to describe them. We were so 

impressed with the writing produced and the focus on the task.  

For maths the children moved between different activities such as measuring items around the 

room using cubes and rulers, completing some addition and subtraction maths challenges and 

impressing us with what they had remembered about arrays. It had been a busy morning but 

the children worked so well together! In the afternoon, the children were told about their first 

topic when they get back of ‘Toys’. We discussed how toys have changed over the years,      

focusing on colour, materials and types of games. The children were then transformed into      

inventors who had to design, label and describe a new toy that they would design for a toddler. 

The detail added was brilliant, with all children making sure that their toy was fit for the purpose! 

We really enjoyed the day and look forward to our new Foxes and Deers in September!  
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Year 3 

 

We had a great transition day with the current Foxes and Deer Classes. In the morning we       

began with an activity where the children had to write a letter to their “future self”. They had to 

tell us something they were looking forward to in Year 3 and something that they feel they can 

improve next year.  We then read a chapter from “Charlie and the Chocolate Factory” by 

Roald Dahl. We will be reading this story in September. We discussed each character from the 

story and explored adjectives that could be used to describe them. We were so impressed with 

the writing produced and the focus on the task!  

For maths we began to look at the Percy Parker times tables songs that we will learn next year. 

The children impressed us with some times tables that they already know!  

In the afternoon, the children were told about their first topic when they get back of ‘Explorers 

and Adventurers’’. We discussed different explorers that we know of and learnt a little about   

Ernest Shackleton. The children had to write what they would take with them on an adventure. 

Then we created a giant puzzle piece “All About Me” which will be used to form our first display 

in September.  

We all really enjoyed the day and look forward to our new Robins and Wrens in September!  

 

Year 4  

The Robins and Wrens flew down the corridor to their new classes; Doves and Kingfishers!  

The day was full of fun and excitement; just a little taster of what's to come in Year 4!  

We started the day by getting settled into our new surroundings and meeting some new      

members of staff who will be part of the Year 4 team. The children were introduced to one of the 

core texts we will be looking at in September called Revolting Rhymes by Roald Dahl. After  

reading ‘Little Red Riding Hood and The Wolf’ and studying the rhyming words, the children 

worked in small groups to act it out.  

They wrote letters to their future self about all of the things they hope to achieve in Year 4 which 

we will open in a years time. After lunch, Year 4 had a ‘science extravaganza’ where the       

children were introduced to all of the topics to the units of science they will covering next year. 

To explore all six topics, we went on a walk around our school grounds and finished by exploring 

the habitats of different creatures in the outdoor classroom. To finish, we discussed our values 

and thought carefully about how we can follow them throughout the coming year.  

 

 


