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Welcome back to the final half term of this academic 

year. I hope everyone has enjoyed some rest over the half 

term. We are now firmly in the “exam season” with our 

Year 11s and Year 13s working hard. Revision sessions 

have been held, performance clinics attended and work-

shops organized. For those parents new to all of this it is 

worth reminding you of the scale of this operation in any 

school. Most of our Y11 students have over 25 separate 

exams over 4 weeks. The cost of GCSEs averages around 

£380 per student. Year 13 students have less exams but 

are longer in length and the fees are similar for the school. 

Put on top of this the need for many exam rooms and in-

vigilators, and you may be getting the picture. Our new 

Exams Officers, Debbie Fitzgerald is doing a fantastic job 

ably supported by Miles Carr. 
 

Once the exams are finished we can truly look ahead. 

However, we have already welcomed our 180 new Year 7 

parents to the first of three induction evenings. We have 

this year received more than ever applications for our 

sixth form and the induction takes place at the end of 

June. New reception children are welcomed on the 

“transition” day, July 11th. 
 

There continues to be a number of events and celebra-

tions as we near towards the end of the term.   Please 

check below and put these into your diary! 
 

Saturday July 5-  “A Slice of Summer” our ever popular 

summer fete. This is a huge community event and there 

will be gifts and games for all the family. Do come along! 

7/6/2019 
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Year 7 and 8 Readathon 

 

Just before the Easter break students in Years 7 and 8 were encour-

aged to take part in Readathon. The English department are de-

lighted to announce that they have managed to raise an amazing 

£1,400! 

A nationally run event, Read for Good encourages children to read 

for fun, motivated by the knowledge that they are helping to pro-

vide a regular supply of brand new books and storyteller visits for 

children in hospital. 

Thanks to our students efforts and the generosity of their sponsors we 

will be able to make a significant difference! 

Well done to everyone who took part. 

The English Department. 

My name is Ben Kenway and I have recently been appointed as 

Head Boy. I am currently studying Maths, Further Maths, Physics and 

Chemistry at A Level and I hope to study Maths at university in the 

future. I also tutor GCSE students in Maths, Science and Geography. 

During my time at Simon Balle, I have been involved in different mu-

sic events and sporting competitions. As a part of my new role, I 

hope to give back to the school community by improving the influ-

ence of the SSLT throughout the school. 

My name is Katherine Searle, I am currently studying Chemistry, 

Physics and Maths at A level and I hope to study engineering in the 

future. I am excited to be Head Girl as it will enable me to become 

a more active member of the school community and give back to 

Simon Balle. During my time at Simon Balle, I have taken part in 

many events such as the Golden Lunches and house plays, and as 

part of the music department, I've played in the orchestra for many 

years and currently help at primary cello lessons. 
 

We are both looking forward to representing the school at various 

events and being fully involved in the life of the school 

Head Boy and Head Girl for 2019/20 

We are currently looking for secondary TA’s to join our core subjects 

and for a textiles teacher for one term. Please look at the vacancies 

tab on the website for full details and how to apply. 

Vacancies  
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Slice of Summer 

 

Keep the date and support your community 

 

Our highly successful annual summer fete will take place on Saturday  

6th July, 1-4pm. 

Please come along but now support your enthusiastic team of       

parents by: 

 Sending into school any loved but no longer need soft toys (to 

Larch reception) 

 Any bottles or jars for the Tombola stall 

More information to follow about what is planned for the amazing 

day! 
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PSA News 

Dear Supporters, 

 

Having donated £15,000 to the refurbishment of the swimming pool 

last year, (amongst other donations to your children's education), 

one of the fundraising projects the Parent and Staff Association are 

now doing is starting on a very long term project to help build a new 

All Through School Hall.  

 

The intention is that this Hall for All will be used by students, 

staff and the outside community for meetings, gatherings and 

events.  

We've just heard that the PSA's application for this fundraiser has 

been approved as a "good cause" with the new East Herts Lottery 

scheme. This is fantastic news.  

Please help us to help your children's school by purchasing an East 

Herts Lottery ticket for Simon Balle PSA.  

They cost just £1.  

When you purchase a ticket, you are in with a chance to win up to 

£25,000! Plus other prizes.  

For every ticket you buy, 50p will go towards the PSAs fundraising ef-

forts.   

For a scheme that is likely to cost about  

£100, 000 there's a very long way to go! But we got to start some-

where!  

 

Here's a link to our advert page with more information on the project 

and from where you can buy your Lottery tickets.  

 

https://www.easthertslottery.co.uk/support/simon-balle 

 

The draw takes place every Saturday, so what are you waiting for!   

 

Thank you as always for supporting us.  

 

 

PSA 

https://www.easthertslottery.co.uk/support/simon-balle
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PSA News 

Slice of Summer 

Plans are coming together for this year’s summer fair.  Please do 

keep your eyes open for the volunteer sign up sheet, available in the 

Larch Centre after the half term break.  Do consider giving an hour of 

your time to support this event, by helping out on an area. Children 

are welcome to also sign up, provided they have a supervising adult 

accompany them. 

Thank you in advance. 

Advertising Boards  

Please do consider supporting the Slice of Summer (July 6th) by sign-

ing up for an advertising board to be displayed at your ad-

dress.  Kings Estate Agents will put a board up, at the address you 

provide, four weeks before the Slice of Summer.  Each board dis-

played guarantees £10 to go towards fundraising efforts. Boards are 

then removed within four weeks of the event. 

One lucky sign up will be drawn at random and will win a £25 John 

Lewis Gift Voucher as a thank you from the PSA.  Please sign up via 

the PSA website, it costs nothing to do: https://www.pta-

events.co.uk/simonballepsa/index.cfm?event=event&eventId=17269 

Give as you live  

Please consider joining Give as You Live (it’s free!) and setting up SBS 

Parent and Staff Association as a charity to donate to. Every time 

you shop on line with over 4,000 stores/companies these companies 

will donate some money to the PSA. We help fund the little extras for 

your children, build the school/community spirit and undertake reno-

vations/improvements to the school. 

Please use this link to get registered 

https://www.giveasyoulive.com/ 
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PSA News 

Transition Day Preloved Uniform Sale 

Hello and welcome from SBS PSA (Parent and Staff Association) 

We are a small group of volunteer parents and staff who hold various 

events to fundraise for your children's school and at the same time 

build relationships within the school community.  

We will be selling very low cost Recycled Uniform (for all Secondary 

Years) just before the close of the new Year 7s Transition Day  

on Thursday 11th July from approx. 2:30 to 4pm in the IT2 Portacab-

in (opposite the Coffee Shop).  

Please remember to use the fire station's Park and Stride facility as 

school car park is closed during school hours. 

All funds raised go towards the "little extras" for your children, and 

some big refurbishment projects for the school environment.  

If you are interested in volunteering, just pop in to say hello and meet 

some of us.   

 

Volunteers Needed 

We desperately need to fill some Committee positions in the new ac-

ademic year.  If you've ever considered getting more involved in 

fundraising for your school - this is your opportunity. 

No experience needed, just lots of enthusiasm. Volunteers don’t nec-

essarily have the time, they just have the heart! 

 

Next Meeting 

All welcome to our next meeting on Monday 10th June at 7pm , in 

IT2. Or email us at psa@simonballepsa.org.uk if you’d like to be               

involved but cant attend. 



Dates for your diary 

Wednesday 12th June - UCAS presentation Y12  

Monday 17th June - Return to normal timetable  

Thursday 27th and 28th June - 6th form induction Friday  

Friday 28th June - District Sports and Y11 Leavers ‘do’  

Monday 1st July - Y8 and 9 HPV2 (girls) injections 

Tuesday 2nd July - Spanish trip leaves (returns 5th), Art exhibition, rock 

school gig  

Thursday 4th July - Big bang Science trip, Sports Awards Evening  

Saturday 6th July - Slice of Summer  

Monday 8th July - Sports afternoon  

Wednesday 10th July - New Y7 parents evening  

Thursday 11th July - Transition day, Awards Ceremony  

Sunday 14th July - Saffron Hall summer concert  

Tuesday 16th July - Stevensons uniform sale 3pm to 8pm  

Thursday 18th July - Music Tour leaves (returns 23rd), Thorpe Park trip 

(Mimram) 

Tuesday 23rd July - End of Term (early finish details to follow)  
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Anti-Idling Campaign   

Our challenge in 2019 in East Hertfordshire is to reduce the number of 

cars left idling, particularly around schools. This is part of East Herts 

Council’s ‘Turn Your Key, Be Idle Free’ campaign for national Clean 

Air Day on June 20th 2019. 

Idling is when a vehicle’s engine is left running while it is stationary. 

Turning off your engine and then restarting after a minute causes less 

pollution and uses less fuel than letting it run. You will be helping to 

improve the air around our school as well as saving money on fuel 

and vehicle wear and tear costs. 

We are asking for no idling around schools in order to improve air 

quality and create a healthier environment for students, teachers 

and parents. Air pollution from vehicles has a particularly negative 

effect on children and people living with conditions that affect their 

breathing e.g. asthma. 

We know that it is not always possible to leave the car at home and 

walk, scoot or cycle to school. When it is necessary to use the car, 

please make sure that your engine is not left running and causing un-

necessary pollution. 

Please support our anti-idling campaign by turning your engine off 

while you wait by the school gates. 

Thank you in advance for your support with this. 



 

Idling contributes to local air pollution. If you are going 
to be stationary for more than a minute in your car, please 
remember to switch your engine off. You will be helping to 
improve the air around our school as well as saving money 
on fuel and vehicle wear and tear costs!

Turn off your engine for cleaner air.



 

Idling Facts       

 The cost of switching off your car engine and starting 
up again after a minute or more will be less than the 
cost of leaving the engine idling 
 

 Children, the elderly and people living with conditions 
that affect their breathing e.g. asthma are most 
affected by high levels of pollution 
 

 It can take up to an hour for an engine to cool down, 
idling is not necessary to keep the engine warm 
 

 Your car produces up to 150 balloons of exhaust 
emissions containing harmful chemicals every minute 
 

 Remember- it is still best to not use the car unless 
you have to! It is healthier to walk, cycle or scoot – 
and saves you money 
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