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Message from the Headteacher 

The role of Head Teacher is an amazingly varied job and one that I continue to 

really enjoy. Whilst able to recognise the “ebb and flow” of the calendar, each 

day brings variation and challenges to solve. Since returning after the May half 

term, this has been no exception. 

 

The exam season is almost over and as an all-through school this continues to  

increase with phonics testing and KS1 SATS, and looking ahead next year to    

multiplication tables and finally KS2 SATS. 

GCSEs for Year11 have gone smoothly and students have stepped up to the 

challenge.   With an average timetable of 28 hours of testing, at a cost to the 

school of £375, this is a large machine, with A levels added. A huge thank you to 

Debbie Fitzgerald and Miles Carr who only took up post as Examinations Officers 

in March, they have worked tirelessly to ensure that all students, primary and    

secondary are able to do well. Thanks also to our great army of exam invigilators. 

 

Alongside the exams learning continues and it is a real privilege to visit lessons 

and talk to children about their learning. This week I have seen some Year 9 stu-

dents mastering simultaneous equations and Year 2, acting out the Jewish story 

of Esther. The Year 1 trip to Hatfield House was another highlight, whereby they 

met Henry VIII (not sure he ever lived there even though his children did!) and  

enjoyed the Tudor experience. The afternoon had a focus on the farm and the 

grounds. The children were so curious, proud of their knowledge and actively pro-

moted the Simon Balle ethos. 

 

Sport continues to be a big focus this month and next with sports days and   

county matches and leagues. Music and art also have their events and we hope 

you will join us. 

 

Please do come along to the “Slice of Summer”, Simon Balle All- through school’s 

summer fete on Saturday July 6th, from 1-4pm. We need your support and all 

monies raised will go towards our next big project of a community hall.  More will 

be said about this in September prior to our Fun Run - our annual fundraising for 

the entire school. 

 

Whilst formal ‘thankyous’ and goodbyes will be said in the final newsletter, may I 

take this opportunity to thank Henry Mead as he leaves us after being a success-

ful teaching Assistant and trainee teacher. Henry has been part of the all-through 

school, working in the Larch centre but also supporting with secondary events. 

We wish him success in his new post. 

 

Finally, parents may be aware of the change of provider for our pre- school and 

wrap around care.  The new company Busy Lizzies are recruiting staff. Please also 

check our school website as we continue to advertise posts. 
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Reception News 

Year 1 News 

Hedgehogs and Squirrels loved learning about the artist Roy Lichtenstein for Art Week 

and had great fun creating their own versions of paintings like his. They learnt lots of 

ways to make dots on a painting using the primary colours and even how to cut up a 

painting and put it back together like a puzzle! 

We have had some caterpillars delivered and the children have enjoyed watching 

them grow and then spin their cocoons. We are waiting for them to emerge as beauti-

ful butterflies. This has led to lots of discussions about different life cycles and the trans-

formation a caterpillar goes through. 

We have been learning about space this week and the children have been fascinat-

ed when learning about the different planets and parts to our solar system. They loved 

learning about the change in gravity between the earth and in space, and how astro-

nauts float! 

We have been thinking lots about doubling and halving numbers so please keep prac-

tising at home! We have learnt a song about money this week to help us remember 

the different coins we use to use things.  We have also gone on a 3D shape walk 

around school and could not believe how many things we found. 

On Tuesday we loved our sessions with Legends Tennis, Ben was really good at showing 

us how to be super tennis players! 

After a busy beginning of the week with phonics screening, we spent lots of time  

learning about and practicing painting in the style of Vincent Van Gogh for Art Week. 

The children produced some brilliant work recreating some of his most iconic pictures 

of ‘The Sunflowers’ and ‘Starry Night’. We then got to work, working together to pro-

duce one big picture per class that will be put on display. 
 

We also spent time last week preparing the children for meeting Henry VIII and     

Catherine Parr on our Hatfield House trip, such as learning about the six wives and the 

way that Tudors lived. We had such a brilliant visit to the house and farm. The children 

asked and answered some brilliant questions when meeting different characters and 

all joined in with counting the different animals on the farm. The children were a credit 

to the school and it was noticed how well they behaved around the site. How lucky 

we were also with the weather! 
 

In maths we have spent time exploring halves and quarters, looking at how we can 

apply it to shape, word problems and directional language. We then moved on to  

data handling, practising recording using a tally and then learning to place it into 

block graphs and pictograms. We will be using the data we collected from Hatfield 

house farm to produce a pictogram. 

 
Please note that due to sports day taking place on the 2nd July, there will be no swimming  
lessons on that day. 
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Year 2 News 

Year 3 News 

We thoroughly enjoyed exploring different techniques during Art Week and have     

become familiar with the style and life of our artist, Wassily Kandinsky.  We have used 

the photographs taken during half term to inspire our work. We have also collaborated 

on a class piece which will shortly be displayed for all to enjoy! 
 

In maths, we have recapped many topics that we covered earlier this year and it has 

been good to see how Year 2 have been developing their recall skills and long term 

memory.   Next week, we will begin looking at patterns in times tables. 
 

In English, we have begun to explore different creation myths which we will continue 

next week.  Please share with your children any creation myths and stories that are 

known to you. You could share any Rudyard Kipling  ‘Just so’ stories. 
 

This week, we have begun practising for our assembly on  Thursday 27th June at 

2:30pm. Please support them in learning their lines and in providing a simple costume 

by Monday 24th.  Further details are in last week’s homework. 
 

We have had a busy and fun week learning about the artist Gustav Klimt.   We have 

used the photographs taken during half term to inspire our work. We have also         

collaborated on a class piece which will shortly be displayed for all to enjoy! 
 

In maths we have been learning about measurement and have been converting    

different measurements. For example; cm to mm. The children have used various 

methods to work out the answers. We have also worked on word problems in pairs,  

deciding what calculation we need to use to complete the problem. 
 

In English we have been reading the text ‘Romans on the Rampage’. We have learnt 

all about charioteering and have even been learning Latin! We have started to write 

an extended piece of work based on a picture. The children are encouraged to use 

correct grammar, punctuation and spelling throughout. 
 

In topic we have been learning about Roman roads and have enjoyed using atlases 

to locate different towns on a map of the UK. 
 



Values Awards 

Attendance 

Our attendance over the last 3 weeks: 

 

 

 

 

 

Please ensure your child attends school and is punctual every day. 

Lates - Thank you for the improvement in getting to school on time 

If you are later than normal can you please make sure sign in the late book in the front office 

(including the reason, not just 'late') or you will not be registered 

 

Reception 

Hedgehogs 

Lois, Florrie, Leo, Romilly & Toby 

Squirrels 

Rory, Thomas, Dominic & Ryan 

 

Year One 

Rabbits 

Isla U, Megan & Darcy 

Badgers 

Layla & Summer 

Year Two 

Foxes 

Sofia, Edie, Luca & Cian 

Deer 

Jazz, Jessica & Zach 

 

Year Three 

Wrens 

George, Elouise & Nicholas 

Robins 

Jack, Chloe D, Abbie & Miles 

Hedgehogs:  95% Foxes: 97% 

Squirrels: 97% Deer: 97% 

Rabbits: 95% Wrens: 99% 

Badgers: 99% Robins: 97% 
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Dates for your diary 

Monday 24 June  Wear a coloured accessory & bring in a donation for the PSA       

    hampers 

Thursday 27 June  Year 2 assembly 2:30pm 

Friday 28 June  Charity Day for Teens Unite 

Tuesday 2 July  Reception and Y1 Sports afternoon 2-3pm 

Wednesday 3 July  Y2 & Y3 Sports afternoon 2-3pm 

Saturday 6 July  Slice of Summer 1-4pm 

Monday 8 July  KS1 & KS2 Parent Conversations 3:30-6:30pm 

Tuesday 9 July  KS1 & KS2 Parent Conversations 3:30-6:30pm 

Wednesday 10 July  Year 3 trip to St Albans 

Thursday 11 July  Transition ‘move-up’ day 

Tuesday 23 July  End of term 12pm finish 

 

Monday 2 September INSET DAY 

Tuesday 3 September  INSET DAY 

Wednesday 4 September Whole school start Autumn Term 

Friday 13 September Roald Dahl Day 
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Notices from the Primary Phase 

Rucksacks - They are now in stock in Kids Connection for the children in Year 3 and above. 

 

Charity Day - A reminder that we will be collecting for Teens Unite on Friday 28th June.  Dona-

tions can be paid by cash or via Parentpay.  Thank you. 

Dahlicious Day 2019 - Dahlicious Day this year will be on Friday 13th September.  

 

Dahlicious Day is where schools and groups across the globe dress up as their favourite Roald 

Dahl hero or where his favourite colour yellow. We do not want this to be an onerous or expen-

sive task so please make homemade items where possible. The children will spend this week ex-

ploring different Dahl texts. 
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PSA News 

Summer Fair Help Needed! 

Volunteer opportunities for "Slice of Summer, 6th July 2019, 1-4pm" are now open.  It would be 

wonderful to see some of the Larch Centre children running an area for an hour or so (with adult 

supervision please) and we would welcome some volunteers from the secondary phase 

too.  Funds raise from this event will benefit the entire school community so this is a great oppor-

tunity for the two phases to come together, creating an all-trough event. 

Please click on the following web link (or copy it into your web browser if clicking doesn't work) 

to go to the signup sheet: 

volunteersignup.org/BBMDE 

To sign up, just follow the instructions on the page. It only takes a few seconds to do. 

Thank you for volunteering! 

 

Simon Balle PSA 

penny@simonballepsa.org.uk 

 Rainbow Hampers – donations in on Monday 24th 

Just a reminder to send your children in sporting an accessory and with item both to match their 

class assigned colour on Monday 24th.  Parents are not being asked for cake contributions for 

this year’s summer fair or bottle tombola donations (although we would absolutely be delighted 

to receive a bottle, in addition to the hamper request!) so we would appreciate it if you could 

support the Rainbow Hampers as much as possible, see image below for inspiration and to see 

what we are aiming to achieve. 

https://volunteersignup.org/BBMDE
mailto:penny@simonballepsa.org.uk
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Raffle 

 

By now, you will all have received some raffle tickets and information regarding our Slice of 

Summer raffle.  We have a selection of top prizes including: a £50 Boden voucher, a term of 

Spanish lessons with Little Linguists, a £30 Joules voucher, Child Membership to Cedar’s Nature 

Centre, a selection of rainbow hampers and lovely prizes from ‘Always in Bloom’ and 

‘September Flowers.’  Plus a selection of items donated to the raffle from several of our stall-

holders. 

Please return completed counterfoils with money as soon as you are able to, to help us prepare 

the raffle. 
 

Soft Toy donations 

We are looking to run the highly successful Teddy Tombola stall once again.  If you would like to 

have a soft toy clear out at home, now is the time to do so as we are keen to receive your un-

wanted and abandoned soft toys, providing they are in good condition.  Please bring into 

Larch Reception before the Slice of Summer 

Odd Socks 

Have you and odd socks tucked away in the back of your sock drawer?  If you no longer wear 

them, we would love to put them to use on our Lucky Washing Line stall at the summer fair!! 

Transition Day 

We would like to welcome the new Reception parents who will be starting in September by 

serving tea and coffee during their information morning on Thursday 11th July.  If you are able 

to help serve refreshments and provide a friendly face from 9am to approximately 10.30am, 

please email penny@simonballepsa.org.uk 

We currently have no supporters for this. 

PSA News continued... 

mailto:penny@simonballepsa.org.uk

