
24.5.19 

 

Message from the Headteacher 

This has been a very short half term but we, as usual, have managed to 

cram in plenty. Our main focus has been the public exams for GCSE and 

A level  - on one day alone we had 251 students sitting a variety of exams! 

 

The students in the Larch have had their own  End of Key Stage Tests and 

Assessments. All the students did their very best.  The great outdoors has 

been a recent theme  - firstly Walk to School Week and a big well done to 

everyone who took part.  It has been lovely seeing everyone making a 

special effort to park outside the school and walk in. 

 

All the great shoes on ‘happy shoesday’ and the hats on Thursday have 

been fantastic to see. 

 

We have given out many certificates to the children who have walked 

every day.  Let’s continue this into the rest of the summer term to help the 

local environment and ease the congestion around the school. 

 

Secondly, many of our students have been having lessons outdoors       

enjoying both the fine weather and our extensive grounds. Lets hope that 

the fine weather continues during half term week and we all have an   

enjoyable and relaxing time. 

 

Alison Saunders, Headteacher 
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Reception News 

Year 1 News 

We have had a wonderful Walk to School week and have been really enjoying        

reflecting on our journey to school each day. We have been impressed with how 

many of you have been walking or doing park and stride. 

The children have been using ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ by Eric Carle as their focus 

for the last 2 weeks. We have loved learning the story, acting it out and then they   

started to change the story to be their own version. First they changed the food the 

caterpillar ate and then they changed the character. Once they had drawn their new 

ideas onto a story map they used it to support them when writing their own story. They 

worked hard to write clear sentences and remember their full stops and capital letters. 

After they had finished the writing they drew pictures and created a front cover for 

their story book. 

In maths they have been learning about symmetry and patterns using butterflies as  

inspiration. They looked at creating their own symmetrical pictures using a variety of 

resources. Ok 

On Thursday we had our Outdoor Learning Day as an Ugly Bug Ball and all the children 

came to school dressed as a mini beast. They got to make and eat their own fruit 

‘caterpillar kebabs’, did some orienteering where they searched for letters to make a 

mini beast word and used lots of different resources to make an ‘Art Attack’ style big 

build piece of artwork. 

What an exciting week it is has been. On Tuesday we were lucky enough to have visit 

from a farmer and his tractor. All the children went up in the cab and explored the  

different parts of a tractor. We talked about how farming has changed throughout  

history. 

 

We have been enjoying the lovely weather by kick starting our new science topic and 

taking a walk to hunt for different types of flowers. On Thursday it was ‘Outdoor     

Learning Day’ so we spent the morning completing phonics and guided reading    

outside. In the afternoon we took art outside and created pictures inspired by Carl 

Warner. 

 

In maths we have spent a lot of time beginning to introduce grouping and sharing. The 

children have been sharing a large number into smaller groups as well as grouping 

amounts together to then work out how many groups there are in total. It has been 

some tricky work but the children have been incredibly determined and resilient. 
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Year 2 News 

Year 3 News 

Fire Fire! Year 2 got to learn about and experience a real fire this week! Before the fire 

they made Tudor houses out of twigs and unfortunately a fire broke out at 1:55pm on 

Thursday 23rd May 2019 and only one survived the devastation!! We shall be discussing 

rebuilding plans after half term! 
 

In maths we have been looking at different measures and have been using problem 

solving strategies. In English we have read ‘How to wash a woolly mammoth!’ and we 

have been planning and creating our own explanation texts linked to this story.  

In Science we have been exploring micro habitats, please ask the children to explain 

this to you. 
 

After half term we will be exploring myths from other cultures and in maths we will   

continue to develop our problem solving and reasoning strategies. We will also be 

moving on to our new topic of ‘Undiscovered Worlds.’ 
 

We hope you have a lovely, safe half term! 

What a few weeks! We’ve been busily learning all about the Celts and Romans 

through our English, maths and by practising for our class assembly. Thank you to    

everyone who came to see our assembly! We hope you enjoyed it! 
 

We have been writing play scripts and adventure stories based on the stories of      

Boudicca, Romulus and Remus and the different Roman Gods and Goddesses. We 

have had some fantastic adventure stories where the Roman Gods/Goddesses have 

been to solve a big problem with their special powers or wisdom. 
 

In maths we have been recapping how to answer missing problem questions, both 

number sentence and balancing sentences. We have also started learning how to 

multiply 2 digit and 3 digit numbers by 1 digits using the grid method. As Year 3 are   

experts with their times tables, they were fantastic at picking up this new method. 
 

In science, we have been observing our plant experiment; which liquid will cause our 

seeds to grow the most effectively. We tested water, sugar water, sparkling water, milk, 

coffee and orange squash. The children have really enjoyed watching what happens 

each day, making lots of scientific comments about our experiment! 
 

We would like to wish everyone a fantastic half term! 
Please see the Art Competition post if you would like to take part! 



Values Awards 

Attendance 

Our attendance over the last 3 weeks: 

 

 

 

 

 

Please ensure your child attends school and is punctual every day. 

Lates - Thank you for the improvement in getting to school on time 

If you are later than normal can you please make sure sign in the late book in the front office 

(including the reason, not just 'late') or you will not be registered 

 

Reception 

Hedgehogs 

William, Rory & Orson 

Squirrels 

Edward, Stanley, Emelia, Leni & Rosie 

 

Year One 

Rabbits 

Jennie, Tommy & Ella 

Badgers 

Ava, Annie & Eva 

Year Two 

Foxes 

Oshmi, James & Junior 

Deer 

Zach, Lucas & Daisy 

 

Year Three 

Wrens 

Lily, Orla & Heidi 

Robins 

Isabella, Hollie & Xavian 

Hedgehogs:  98% Foxes: 97% 

Squirrels: 98% Deer: 99% 

Rabbits: 96% Wrens: 98% 

Badgers: 98% Robins: 98% 
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Dates for your diary 

W/B 10 June   Art Week 

Monday 10 June  Group photos 

Wednesday 19 June Year 1 trip to Hatfield House 

Thursday 20 June  Clean Air Day 

Thursday 27 June  Year 2 assembly 2:30pm 

Tuesday 2 July  Reception and Y1 Sports afternoon 2-3pm 

Wednesday 3 July  Y2 & Y3 Sports afternoon 2-3pm 

Saturday 6 July  Slice of Summer 1-4pm 

Monday 8 July  KS1 & KS2 Parent Conversations 3:30-6:30pm 

Tuesday 9 July  KS1 & KS2 Parent Conversations 3:30-6:30pm 

Wednesday 10 July  Year 3 trip to St Albans 

Thursday 11 July  Transition ‘move-up’ day 

Tuesday 23 July  End of term 12pm finish 
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Notices from the Primary Phase 

 

Rucksacks  

We realise that the school bookbags may be not quite big enough for some of our older stu-

dents so we have decided for Y3's and above to introduce the Simon Balle School rucksack. 

These will be available from Kids Connection w/b 17th June and will cost £12.99 which we feel 

represents good value.  

 

There is no need to change from the current bookbag but if you are thinking of buying a bigger 

bag for your child then please purchase the Simon Balle one which will become part of the offi-

cial school uniform. Students will continue to use the Simon Balle PE kit bag. 

 

Big Battery Hunt 

At the time of writing we have collected 4445 batteries, which is a great achievement!  Thank 

you to all that have taken the time to bring them in, it is fantastic to see how many batteries 

have now gone to be properly recycled rather than ending up in landfill.  We have registered 

our total on the Big Battery Hunt website and wait to hear the final total from all the schools 

participating. 

 

Lost Property 

We have a great deal of lost property at the moment, so the week back after half term it will all 

be laid out on some tables outside the hall in the scooter park (weather permitting).  Please 

have a look to see if you are missing anything.  After this time, any unclaimed items will either 

be sent to charity or to the PSA for the uniform sale.   
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PSA News 

Slice of Summer 

Plans are coming together for this year’s summer fair.  Please do keep your eyes open for the 

volunteer sign up sheet, available in the Larch Centre after the half term break.  Do consider  

giving an hour of your time to support this event, by helping out on an area.  Children are       

welcome to also sign up, provided they have a supervising adult accompany them. 

Thank you in advance. 

Busy Bags 

Have you any unwanted or left over party bag fillers gathering dust or taking up valuable 

space?  Do you have duplicate or disregarded Happy Meal toys?  Did you receive too many 

sweets over the Easter period? 

If yes, we can help you! 

Please consider having a clear out over half term and donating any spare small items us.  These 

will be used to make Busy Bags for the Slice of Summer (6th July). 

Any small, child friendly item will be well received.  Spare balloons, water bombs, slime pots, 

bouncy balls, hair accessories, mini figures, small crayon packs, top trump cards, glitter glue, in-

teresting pieces of Lego – we aren’t fussy!  

 

Bring them to the Larch Reception office after half term, in a small bag, and they will be made 

into Busy Bags. 

 

 

Advertising Boards – we need 62 more supporters! 

Please do consider supporting the Slice of Summer (July 6th) by signing up for an advertising 

board to be displayed at your address.  Kings Estate Agents will put a board up, at the address 

you provide, four weeks before the Slice of Summer.  Each board displayed guarantees £10 to 

go towards fundraising efforts.  Boards are then removed within four weeks of the event.  

One lucky sign up will be drawn at random and will win a £25 John Lewis Gift Voucher as a thank 

you from the PSA.  Please sign up via the PSA website, it costs nothing to do: https://www.pta-

events.co.uk/simonballepsa/index.cfm?event=event&eventId=17269 

 

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/simonballepsa/index.cfm?event=event&eventId=17269
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/simonballepsa/index.cfm?event=event&eventId=17269
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Congratulations to all the winners of our Easter Reading Adventure, as well as to all who took 

part. We had some wonderful entries and some of the eye catching posters will be displayed 

around the Larch Centre. Winners will be presented with their prizes in Friday's assembly and 

all who took part will receive a House Point. 

 

Reception Winners: 

Orson Brown (H), Isabelle Chui (H), Oscar Glover (H) and Dominic Kirk (S). 

 

Year 1 Winners: 

Annie Cummings (B) and Isla Umit (R) 

 

Year 2 Winners: 

Joshua Aitken (D), Euan Egginton (D), Annabel Halliday (D), Oshmi Jayakody (F) and Amaya 

Symington (D) 

 

Year 3 Winner: 

Summer Lafferty (Ro) 

 

—————————————————————————————————————————————- 

 
Please nominate our school library in the following competition - £5,000 worth of library books 

for the winning school and £100 worth of books for yourself! Many thanks in advance. 

https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools   
 
Mrs Syme (Librarian) 

From the library… 

Art Week Competition: 

As part of Art Week, The Larch Centre will be recreating photos of Hertford. 

If you would like to enter this photography competition: 

1. Take a photo of a building in Hertford. 

 Think about different angles you could take it from. 

 Does the building have something special about it? 

 Is the building an unusual or striking colour? 

2. Write a little summary about the photo you have taken, just like an artist would name 

 and describe their work. 

Once you’ve taken your photo, please email it to your class teacher (emails found on the 

school website). All entries must be sent by Monday 10th June 2019 apart from Year 2 who 
would like them in by Monday 3rd June as they will be working on them sooner! 

There will be a winner in each year group and that photo will be the one that is recreated. 

Good luck! 

Miss Ridley 

https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools

