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Plan

1) Opening talk by Ben Kenway (Head Boy), Katherine Searle (Head Girl)
2) Year 7 by Molly Guildea (7N) and Oliver Harrison (7L)
3) ‘Our Community’ by Alison Saunders (Headteacher)
4) Creating digital citizens of tomorrow by Ian Finch (Asst Head) & 

Tonight we will welcome you to our community with a key focus on 
our exciting new ‘One Person, One Device’ scheme.

Welcome Evening Two in July will provide you with key messages 
and information about our school 
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Our values and vision is clear. Our purpose is to educate and develop all young 
people, valuing them as individuals and setting incredibly high expectations both 
for academic success and personal development.

We would like every student in year 7 to have a Chromebook

To support parents with acquiring their child’s device, our preferred supplier offers 
an affordable method to purchase your own Chromebook

Creating tomorrow’s citizens today

We ask you to join us on our 
journey and help us create 
tomorrow's citizens today



Moving away from the iPad

After much student and staff voice, we realised that for what we were using the iPads for, there are 
better models/devices on the market. Chromebooks being one of them.

Students value the keyboard function and staff wanted to ensure some specific apps could still be 
accessible. We produced a staff survey to ensure all apps currently used by students on iPads can be 
used on the chromebooks. Google ensures that  android apps will also be available on the Chromebook 
giving it additional capabilities to an iPad and the app store - Within this there are dedicated 
educational apps available specific subjects



What is a Chromebook?
A Chromebook is designed to be used whilst 

connected to the internet. 

• They are ready to use within 8 seconds - no learning 
lost

• Lightweight and come in a variety of sizes. Students 
feedback informed us that students wanted a device 
with a keyboard

• No maintenance, Chromebooks download and can 
install security and software updates automatically 

• Built-in security means devices are safe from viruses 
and malware.

• Chromebooks have a battery life of 8-11 hours and so 
only need charging overnight
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Chromebooks
● Best selling device in education 
● Chromebooks encourage independence as students 

are working at their own pace.
● It is a Chrome Operating System (OS). Data is stored 

in the cloud, all work is automatically saved, no 
work can be lost (or left at home), and all work can 
be accessed from anywhere

There is also Chrome Web Store containing thousands of 
web apps and extensions that can be installed to 
personalise the we experience and give it the 
functionality that you want.
For example extensions
● read out your work or a webpage back to you,
● extensions that will only leave the text on the web 

page and remove all other distractions,
● support with reading, and dictation tools 

The chromebook 
although an internet 
based device does still 
work offline if the 
connection is lost.  
Work will be saved 
once the connection is 
reestablished 
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What research have we 
done into this?

We are far ahead of other schools. Digital practice is the norm. However to maximise our work - we wanted 
to ensure we now have the right device. 

We have visited other schools who have embarked on this process over the past few years and they too have 
seen the advantages Chromebooks provide. 
● Tring
● Broxbourne
● Spoken to numerous providers 
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FUEL THE FUTURE

Technology is nothing. 

What's  important is  that 

you have a faith in 

people, and if you give 

them tools , they'll do 

wonderful things  with 

them. 

“

- Steve Jobs

“



Research

● There have also been studies to 
highlight the impact of 1:1 
s chemes  and the as s ociated 
benefits
○ Feedback +8 months
○ Meta Cognition +7 months
○ Digital Technology +4 months

○ Reducing clas s  s ize +2 
months

○ Setting/s treaming -1 month

FUEL THE FUTURE

Creating tomorrow’s 
citizens today



What about writing?
The Chromebook will be used as both a consumption and a production device. 

Students will still be writing in lessons and researching on the devices, likewise in lessons they will be 
producing work in a digital format. 

We need students to be proficient at both sets of skills. When they go to university or many forms of 
employment - IT skills will be dominant 

Most subjects will still at different points require writing - the skill of handwriting won’t be lost. Likewise the 
art of verbal collaboration and communication will still be used
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What training exists for staff 
to make the use of 

Chromebooks effective?

Just like when the iPads were introduced, further staff CPD will be included in 
our INSET provision  - especially for those staff working directly with Y7 next 
year
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How will you monitor what the 
students are doing and that 

they remain safe?
● The chromebooks will be managed by the 

school system and Herts 4 Learning
● Strong filters that blocks particular online 

material
● These filters work at home!
● E-Safety workshops for students / parents
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Pace of lessons - 8 Seconds from lift of screen to readiness

Using Google Docs can help us monitor total time on documents:
a) when they worked on them
b) How long for?
c) Did they watch a video and answer the questions that we put into it?
d) Reduces excuses, can’t delete work, copy and paste
e) ENGLISH ESSAY example. Construction of that essay.

i) Edits easier - feedback far easier and greater access to your teacher if you need it
ii) SEND students - How they constructed their work

● Personalise learning through presentations, videos, apps etc

A key finding from recent trials from schools we have been in liaison with this year, has been the increased 
engagement from students but especially boys. English has seen a marked improvement in the performance of 
boys and engagement with essays or classwork. Like the iPads, Chromebooks will ensure we develop 
independent, creative and resourceful learners

How will Chromebooks 
help your child's learning? 
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● Use technology tools to communicate, 
collaborate, create and publish their 
work

● Real time feedback and marking
● Subject specific apps or online textbooks
● Prepares students for 21st century 

integration of digital tools
● The quality of lesson notes is improved -

legible, informative, collaborative 
perspective.

How will the Chromebooks 
help learning? 

We need all our learners to 
be ready for life after school 

in whatever path they 
choose - many in jobs that 
don’t actually exist today
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http://drive.google.com/file/d/1N9lt6r76tdq1p5Rsy04eSrRR1VjSNVeF/view




Insurance details, 
pricing and specification 
are included on the 
handout





Do we have to buy a 
Chromebook through 

the school?
● YES
● We must ensure all devices are used professionally and protected due to our safeguarding 

policy so if you own a chromebook - the device will still need to be configured for the school’s 
network; there will be a small fee for this.
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Is the school making 
any money on this?

● I would like to clarify that we are not making a penny on any of the units. 
● We have no contracts with Google or Asus.  
● We have to chosen Google products because of their ease of use, their suitability for the 

education environment and the flexibility they provide.  
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What about safety to and 
from & during school?
● Students already go home with mobile devices on them and some 

have iPads, iPhones and Apple Watches etc. which are all more costly 
than a Chromebook and far more visible than Chromebooks in student 
bags.

● Students will need to take responsibility looking after THEIR device.
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Will students be using 
the Chromebooks all 
day while in school?

NO

We are not doing away with writing, reading and textbooks; the devices will be 
a resource to complement existing learning materials and pedagogy. 
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What if a student forgets 
their Chromebook? 

If a student doesn't have a device that day for whatever reason then they 
will simply not have one for the day and will need to catch up with any 
work missed.

We still use exercise books and whilst some days may use the 
Chromebook in all lessons, other days may only see it used once or twice.

Creating tomorrow’s citizens today



Why can’t students 
bring in their own device 

they have already?
● There are many reasons for our choice of Chromebooks, which I have already outlined -

the main ones being their speed of the Chromebook and the battery life (for H&S reasons 
we can’t have wires trailing everywhere)

● Safeguarding reasons - we can monitor Chromebooks more easily and manage all 
chromebooks from one PC
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What happens if I cannot 
afford to join the scheme?

The school may still purchase a limited amount of devices that can be 
borrowed to use in lesson time if required. These devices will be kept in 
school and given out when required. Students who qualify for the Pupil 
Premium grant can be supported in the finance package.

We encourage all parents who receive a form of income support to apply 
for Free School Meals

A separate handout for parents who may meet this criteria, with a different 
pricing structure, is available
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Free School Meals
You can apply for free school meals if you or your child receive any of the following:
● Income Support
● Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance
● Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
● Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
● The Guarantee element of State Pension Credit
● Child Tax Credit, provided they are not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have 

an annual income of £16,190 or less
● Working Tax Credit 'run-on' - the payment someone may receive for a further 

four weeks after they stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
● Universal Credit - In England, if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your 

household income must be less than £7400 a year (after tax and not including 
any benefits you get). If your child is currently eligible for free school meals, 
they’ll remain eligible until they finish the phase of schooling (primary or 
secondary) they’re in on 31 March 2022.
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Stay for individual questions, look at devices and speak to anyone of us

If you have more questions beyond this evening please contact us 
admin@simonballe.herts.sch.uk and we will direct you accordingly

mailto:finance@simonballe.herts.sch.uk


Key dates...

WEDNESDAY 10th JULY - Welcome Evening 2  - Parents only

THURSDAY 11th JULY - Y6/7 Transition Day

Creating tomorrow’s citizens today
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