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The season has definitely changed now and as the clocks 

“spring forward” this coming weekend and we celebrate 

“Mothering Sunday” the end of this term is now upon us. 

We will be finishing unusually at 12.00 (Larch) and 12.15 

(secondary), as all staff will be carrying out safeguarding 

training. 

I do hope that you have all been enjoying the weather 

and the signs of growth. We too speak of growth within 

our own students- growth of learning and also personal 

growth. As a school we ensure that there are so many op-

portunities for all of our young people to grow and flourish 

in so many ways. Over the past few weeks my senior col-

leagues or myself have watched a number of sports 

matches, attended musical events, GCSE drama produc-

tions and visited lessons to see how our students thrive. Be-

fore the end of this term, more opportunities abound- 

house plays, assemblies to name a few more. 

Thank you again for your wonderful support this term; 

whether it is by attending parents evenings to work with us 

to ensure that your child makes the very best progress, 

clearing up in the garden area of the Larch centre, taking 

your child to sports fixtures or nagging them to practice 

their instrument. Thank you. 

 

May I wish you a restful and enjoyable Easter, with Year 11 

and 13 studiously revising for their exams. 

School re-starts on Tuesday April 23rd, at the normal time. 

28.3.19 
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House Point Update 

Spring 1 : House competition update 

This year’s house competition remains a closely fought battle with one of 

the tightest leadership boards in recent history. The leading house seems 

to change almost daily and every house point really does count, with less 

than 40 house points currently separating first and third place. It is great to 

see so many of our students working hard to gain positive points for their 

house. 

Year 7 played their part on Castle Day with some stunning models,            

imaginative cakes and some impressive artwork - well done to all entrants 

for your excellent efforts. The library’s annual Harry Potter quiz saw yet 

more house points awarded, with Beane House’s Anna H and Niina P           

finishing victorious. A big well done to them. 

This term in the Larch Centre, we have seen the introduction of the ‘full 

stops and capital letters’ house point which encourages our younger         

students to think more carefully when they are writing, and what a              

positive impact it has had It is fantastic to see Year 3 checking their work 

more independently, they have certainly been earning (or hooking as 

they call it!) plenty of house points. 

As Spring has arrived,  we look forward to the start of House plays with    

rehearsals now in full swing, we wait with anticipation to see the fruits of 

their labour! Please remind your child/children that house points can be 

earned by watching and supporting their fellow house members, as well 

as participating in the plays (both on stage and behind the scenes). 

Last term saw our sixth form house leaders leading our house assemblies 

for the first time ever, and what a fantastic job they did too. We are           

excited to see what they have in store for us this term. They will be telling 

us all about the new house community week initiative which we look           

forward to hearing more about. 

Overall it has been another fantastic half term with so many positive 

points awarded - please do keep encouraging your child/children to get 

involved. 
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SEND Transformation Team 

 

The SEND transformation team are looking for volunteers in                 

Hertfordshire to sign up to our SEND online feedback group 

at http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/sendonlinefeedbackgroup. 

They would like to hear from parents/ carers of children with SEND 

(they don’t need to have a diagnosis).  

Library Books 

Please ensure all library books are returned by Tuesday 2nd April 

please. We will make exceptions for those needing books for            

examinations but students are encouraged to read eBooks and 

books from home/charity shops/public library for over the break. 

We are doing this as there are a high number of overdue books 

and we need to make some checks. Thank you for your             

support.     Mrs Syme (Librarian)  

 

Larch Centre Access  

We have installed an improved access system in the Larch centre. 

To enter you need to push the green button and push the door at 

the same time. It is the same procedure to exit. We have intro-

duced this to increase our security and safeguarding. 

Comic Relief 

 

We raised an impressive £1900 for Red Nose Day on Friday 15th 

March. Thank you for your contributions. 

Stevenson's Sale 

Stevenson's will be coming in to hold a uniform sale on Wednes-

day 3rd April from 3-5:30pm in the main-dining room. 

http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/sendonlinefeedbackgroup
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PSA News 

PSA News 

Next PSA Meeting, Monday 29th April, 7pm 

Our next general meeting will take place during the evening of Mon-

day 29th at 7pm in the ICT suite.  Everybody is welcome to attend 

and we are especially keen to hear of any fundraising suggestions.  If 

you are unable to attend but would like to share an idea, please 

email it to psa@simonballepsa.org.uk  

House Plays 

Are you coming to watch the House Plays on 29th March? If so, 

could you lend a hand and help sell drinks and snacks to the                     

audience in the intervals (between 6-9.30pm)?  If you can help 

please contact Rebecca on psa@simonballepsa.org.uk  

Quiz Night 

Saturday 30th March, 7 for 7:30pm  

Why not get a team together and join us for some fun, prizes, raffle 

and bar and fundraise for your children at the same time. If you want 

to come on your own, we will join you up with others.   

Click here for tickets or purchase them at the door on the night. 

SLICE OF SUMMER  - Saturday 6th July 1-4pm 

We are looking for 100 supporters wiling to help promote the Slice of 

Summer. Kings Estate Agents are offering Simon Balle PSA £10 per 

board. If you are able to support us in this way, please                           

visit simonballepsa.org.uk where you can register your address. One 

lucky address will be drawn at random and will win a £25 John Lewis 

gift voucher.  

Planning for the 2019 summer fair has started. We would like to offer 

stalls to families of Simon Balle before releasing pitches to external 

stallholders. If you are interested in taking a pitch, please express your 

interest by 5th May to stallbooking@simonballepsa.org.uk with a brief  

description of what you would like to offer.  

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/simonballepsa/index.cfm?event=event&eventId=15267#.XIp0qiL7SUm
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/simonballepsa/#.XJtMIyL7SUl


PSA News 

My Nametags 

The lost property box needs an upgrade to accommodate all the lost 

items that are building up (do go and check it)!!  

My Nametags offer customisable sticky name labels. For those who 

haven't used them before, they stay where they are stuck and can be 

used on snack boxes, clothing, shoes.... you name it.  You can choose 

the background colour/pattern, the font style, what you want the text 

to say and personalise with an image. 

When you place your order, if you enter our school ID 37273 (on the 

page where you input your personal details), My Nametags will give us 

a small amount of commission.  This is a great way to help support         

fundraising efforts and reduce the number of items that go missing. 

One sheet of 56 stickers costs £11.95 plus £1 p&p (you can often get a 

discount code by doing a quick Google search). 

School ID: 37273 

We will not receive commission unless this number is entered on your        

order form.  

 

Give As You Live  

Please consider joining Give as You Live (it’s free!) and setting up 

SBS  Parent and Staff Association as a charity to donate to. Every time 

you shop on line with over 4,000 stores/companies these companies will 

donate some money to the PSA. We help fund the little extras for your 

children, build the school/community spirit and undertake renovations/

improvements to the school. 

Please use this link to get registered 

https://www.giveasyoulive.com/ 

https://www.giveasyoulive.com/


PSA News 

Opportunities to help out: 

 Quiz Night, Licensed Bar and a Raffle on Saturday 30th March at 

7pm, Main School Hall. 

 At Parents Eve Tuesday 2nd April- Recycled Uniform sale and raffle, 

approx. 5pm to 7pm. All proceeds go back to enhancing your chil-

dren’s educational experiences.   

 Licensed Bar and a Raffle at Wind and Brass Concert  Saturday 27th 

April. All proceeds go back to enhancing your children’s educa-

tional experiences.  HELPERS NEEDED, PLEASE CONTACT US AT   

        psa@simonballepsa.org.uk 

Come and say hello – we’d love to have you help us. 



Gap Year Student Vacancies 

We are looking to appoint some reliable, enthusiastic and self-

motivated Gap Year Students to start in September 2019. 

We are seeking possibly 3 outgoing Year 13s who would like to take a 

gap year and are willing to be involved in all aspects of school life, 

working alongside teachers and students providing invaluable hands on 

work experience 

Candidates will need to have good interpersonal skills be able to use 

their initiative and be very flexible.  The ability to communicate effec-

tively with students and other staff is essential. 

One role will be music based, one IT and art based and the other will be 

mostly administration in the main office but there will be involvement 

with other departments as well. Gap year students also are expected to 

go on a variety of school trips including residential and abroad and to 

assist in invigilation. 

If you want to find out more or express an interest please email Mrs 

Creasey creaseyj@simonballe.herts.sch.uk,  by Monday 1st April, who 

can give you more information.  



Date for your Diary 

Friday 29th March - House Plays 

Saturday 30th March - Quiz Night (7pm for 7:30pm) 

Sunday 31st March - British Summer Time begins - Clocks forward 

Tuesday 2nd April - Y7 Parents Evening 

Wednesday 3rd April - Stevensons Uniform Sale 3-5:30pm 

Thursday 4th April - Careers Fair 

Friday 5th April - End of Term - Early finish for students 

                              Larch - 12 noon 

                              Secondary - 12:15pm 

Sunday 7th to Thursday 11th April - Sports Tour 

Monday 8th to Friday 19th April - Easter Break 

Monday 22nd April - Easter Monday  

Tuesday 23rd April - Term starts 

Saturday 27th April - Wind and Brass concert 

Monday 29th April - Readathon Week 

Thursday 2nd May - Y12 Parents Evening 

Monday 6th May - Bank Holiday 

Tuesday 7th May - INSET Day 

Monday 13th May - Start of public exams 

Friday 24th May - Y10 History trip to Whitechapel 

Monday 27th to Friday 31st May - Half Term 

 






