
“Make sure you 
pick something 
you enjoy, you 
will be doing it 
for 2 years.”

“Take 
advantage of the 
extra sessions 
at lunch and 
after school.”

“If you do not 
understand, it is 
important to ask 

for help.”
“Use KS4 as a 

fresh start.”



Welcome to Simon Balle All-
through School 

Preferences Evening

January 31st, 2019



Simon Balle All-through School

● We are not expecting a fire alarm but if 
one were to go off, please evacuate 
through the nearest available exit 
highlighted on the map. We will 
congregate in the main car park and re-
enter the building when advised and 
when it is safe to do so.

● For safeguarding purposes, please do 
not take any photographs/video 
recordings of any students

● Please turn off your mobile phone or 
place it on silent mode



Aims of the evening
-To outline the preferences process
-To explain pathways and criteria 

- To examine what should influence choices
- To share key dates

- To answer any queries



Year 9 Exams

-Taking place week beginning 11th March

-You will be sent a timetable before half-term

-Teachers have been asked to go through the requirements of the exam and give 
clear guidance on what to revise before half-term

-It is vital that students organise their revision; a revision timetable is 
recommended

-Students will be given guidance about revision techniques



Guidance in school
Students have been attending assemblies where Head of Departments have been explaining what the 
subjects involve in terms of examination weightings, content and the percentage of theory work to 
practical.

Students have also had the opportunity to speak to staff in lessons.

Year 9 have been considering career choices in Learning for Life and had a Careers Day earlier this week 
during which they took part in a number of workshops covering applications and job interviews and could 
make links with potential employers

You also have a ‘Pathways Booklet’ where each subject area has outlined key information on examination 
weightings, course content and qualifications.

You will have the opportunity to request an SLT interview to discuss pathways choices.



Pathways
This year students have been given pathways forms; please ensure that you have collected an 
envelope with your child’s name before you leave.

Compulsory subjects: English Language and English Literature, Maths and Science.

Non examined subjects: PE

Pathways: 

Students have been given guidance as to which Science (Triple/Double) and MFL(French/Spanish) they 
should choose and whether to choose a vocational subject

Students are expected to take a Humanities subject (Geography/History)

Preferences: Students are then able to select preferences from a variety of subjects



Pathways
How students were selected for specific pathways:

Our aim is to personalise pathways offers to enable students to follow courses 
which meet their academic abilities and skills while giving them choice 

Based on data: target grades and current grades

Particular focus on Science (to guide them in their choice of Double or Triple 
Science)

In addition, focus on MFL to enable students opportunity to gain EBacc

Heads of department and subject teachers contributed to this process



Other guidance
To ensure the right choice is made you may also want to consider:

Go4schools data and reports

Speaking to teachers

Looking at exam board subject websites

Speaking to older students

Reading the ‘Pathways Booklet’. The link can be found near the top of the letter in your envelope: 
http://www.simonballe.herts.sch.uk/secondary-curriculum/

Ebacc link on letter 

PRE - as an additional option / Whole year to be taking CSE 

Requesting a Connexions interview

http://www.simonballe.herts.sch.uk/secondary-curriculum/


Go4schools data and reports

At the end of the two year GCSE courses this year group will be awarded a 
number grade from 1-9

To help you with your preference choices, do have a look at what the current 
grade is showing on your Go4schools page. Remember some subjects are new 
trial assessment grades. 



What GCSE grades 
will look like for your 
child



Things to consider
Make sure you have a balance

Select subjects that you enjoy

Think about where you might be heading (Sixth form, college, apprenticeship)

Keep doors open



Things to consider
It is a step up

Every lesson matters – attendance is important

Classwork must always be to a high standard

Homework should always be completed on time and to the best of your ability



Next steps
Think about and discuss your preferences at home.

Form must be handed directly to Mr Davies by 14th February

If you want to discuss your son/daughter’s preferences please tick the box on the 
form. This may include Science or MFL choices. A meeting with a member of SLT 
will then be arranged once all the forms have been collected in.



Frequently asked questions

● Do I have to take a language?   We do not insist, but encourage all students to consider taking a language and 
would have indicated on your form if we feel it is particularly appropriate. Look at your options, do they seem 
balanced without a language? If by taking a language you are unable to take a subject in which you are particularly 
strong in then discuss alternatives at home. Have you read the information on the link within the booklet about 
choices of subject?

● Are my choices okay? You should be able to justify their choices when discussing with anyone. Have a think about 
what is your likely pathway into the sixth form. Have you checked your data on Go4Schools?

● I want to do Computer Science as I like computers, is that okay? You need to be very good at logical thinking 
and hence Maths. Is your mathematical ability high enough to take this subject?

● I want to choose 5 as I can’t decide between them. What do I do? You can’t choose 5 



Frequently asked questions 2
● I want to take Business as I want to work in a business when I am older and if I want to take it at A level I 

need a GCSE in it, is this right?  No, you can take Business Studies at A level without taking GCSE. Students 
should talk to someone about Business St before choosing it. It is not just an easy option.  Speak to Mrs Lucas, Mrs 
Witty or Mrs McCarthy.

● I am not very good at anything, what shall I choose?  As with someone who is good at everything, it is the 
subjects that you enjoy and have already shown a good ATL that you will gain most from. If you feel that you will not 
reach the criteria to take specific subjects at Level 3 (A level) then have you looked at college courses and seeing 
what they need for anything in which you may be interested.

● I like Music but don’t want to be part of the bands, do I have to if I take GCSE music?    This is not a necessity 
but we encourage as many of our GCSE musicians to take up every opportunity for different playing situations.

● What if the subject I choose is full, will I get a place?  This decision will be made based upon your ATL   not 
attainment.



Frequently asked questions 3
● I like Geography but only want to take it if I am taught by Miss Ahmet? We have not planned out 

who is taking particular classes so do not choose a subject based upon a teacher you like.

● Why would I take Health and Social care unless I want to be a Doctor or a Midwife? Health and Social care is a 
new subject that looks at skills of people who work in a job where dealing with people is paramount. It also involves 
50% of the work being completed using coursework so this sort of assessment method may suit you.

● So if I take triple science does that count as one of my options? Yes taking double science does not take 
up one of your options. If you wanted to take triple science but it does not appear on your form, speak to Mr Davies -
you can take triple as an option but it is important you discuss this first to ensure you are making an informed choice.

● How will I know if I have a clash?   Mr Davies will approach you closer to the Easter holidays. If no-one speaks to 
you then you can assume that your choices are fine. We can never guarantee that all subjects will be available until 
we know our staffing later in the year. If you do have a clash, it will be a case of you selecting one other subject and 
we will then give you priority over others if you are selecting a subject that may become full.
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