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Dear Families 

A Happy New Year to everyone; welcome to the first newsletter of 
2019! It has been very pleasing to see how quickly all of the children 
have settled back into their daily routines and have become                 
engrossed in their learning. Welcome back to year 11 in particular as 
they have now received their mock examination results and is already 
acting upon the forensic advice from subject staff, which has been 
given, alongside the detailed support. It is now the turn of Year 13 to 
experience their trial exams and once again this will be followed with 
performance clinics, interventions and recommendations. 

Our value this term is “hope”. Although not a popular word, an  
attribute that is greatly needed if we are indeed to “create                    
tomorrow’s citizens today”. We read so much of despair and                    
negativity in our world, of increasing mental health issues and               
isolation. We are in particular exploring this attribute in our year 7 
values lessons within a context of wellbeing and happier living.             
Several members of my team (including myself) have been reading 
“Factfulness” by Hans Rosling. This is worth a look at, as it challenges 
our perceptions of the world and helps us to think differently and 
more optimistically. Our assemblies throughout the school will also 
pick up this theme. 

This is a relatively short term, with much going on. Alongside parents’ 
evenings, option choices and trips, we hope to see some of you at the 
wonderful “Big Band” evening on March 9th. Even if your child is not 
involved why not come along if you like jazz! Or perhaps the Quiz 
night on March 30th- get a team together and test your skills!  There 
will be the usual concerts, house plays (Friday 29 March) and sports 
fixtures. 
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Thank you again for your support last term with recruitment. I do hope that anyone 
looking for an opportunity to work here is checking our own website for both  
teaching and support roles. We shall hopefully be making appointments for                
September shortly. 

And finally just a few reminders please. The students know that they should not be 
using their mobile phones during the school day on school premises. Mobiles will 
be confiscated according to our procedures. If there is an emergency, the student 
should see their teacher and parents telephone the office. 

Secondly. We in a similar way to a number of schools are concerned about the fact 
that students are arriving on the school premises so early in the morning, even             
before staff arrive. Whilst we understand the fact that some parents want to drop 
their children off before they go to work, we ask you not to do this before 7.45am. 
This is for safeguarding reasons as we can not take responsibility. Most of our              
students live locally and so maybe they should be walking in order to arrive from 
8.15am onwards.  Thank you 

Careers update 

We have a busy Spring term coming up with a number of careers events taking 

place. If you would like to be involved in any of the following events as a parent or 

organisation, please contact Mr D. Brennan on brennand@simonballe.herts.sch.uk 

Tues 29th January – Y9 Get Work Ready Day 

Thurs 4th April – Y10/12 Careers Fair 

We have also updated our Careers Hub, which can be located under the 

‘secondary’ dropdown on the home page.  Other opportunities arising over the 

coming weeks and months are as follows; 

There are events running throughout the February half term for those studying 

Art/Design or considering a career in museums from the Fitzwilliam Museum,    

Cambridge. For further information, please see Mrs Syme in the Library and go to 

the items under 'For young people' at https://www.fitzmuseum.cam.ac.uk/

calendar/whatson/2019-02-22 

The University of Herts are hosting an apprenticeship event on the evening of 6th  

March, for more information go to the following link 

https://www.herts.ac.uk/about-us/events/2019/march/hertfordshire-

apprenticeship-show-student-registration 

https://www.fitzmuseum.cam.ac.uk/calendar/whatson/2019-02-22N:/Downloads
https://www.fitzmuseum.cam.ac.uk/calendar/whatson/2019-02-22N:/Downloads
https://www.herts.ac.uk/about-us/events/2019/march/hertfordshire-apprenticeship-show-student-registration
https://www.herts.ac.uk/about-us/events/2019/march/hertfordshire-apprenticeship-show-student-registration
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PSA News 

 

Happy New Year to you all from the Parent and Staff Association.  

We are a group of volunteer parents from the Secondary and Primary Schools, 

who are trying our best to raise funds to enhance your children's all round school 

experiences, as well as building the community spirit within Simon Balle.  

We are hoping that 2019 will be a very successful year for your PSA, but we do 

need your help to continue fundraising.  

In particular, this term we will be supporting a number of wonderful SBAS Music 

events and a Quiz Night. We are keen to recruit more parents and                           

carers, particularly from Yr 7 - 11 students, to assist with planning, as well as 

attending as volunteers to run the bars/ refreshments / raffles.  

If you are interested in being involved in these events, have some ideas of your 

own or just want to find out a bit more about our small friendly group, please    

either email us at psa@simonballepsa.org.uk or come along to our next informal 

meeting on Monday 25th February at 7pm, IT2.  

Some of the group will be leaving in the summer as their children are now            

finishing Year 13.  

We really do need your support. Come give volunteering  with us a try. 

 

Save the Date 

We will be holding our popular quiz night on Saturday 30th March.  More                       

information will be available soon. 

 

Raffle Prizes 

Have you got any unwanted Christmas gifts? We would love to use them for raffle 

prizes.  We would be very grateful if you could bring anything to the front office. 
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PSA News 

Frost Fair 2018 

Sending a big thank you to everybody who contributed to the Frost Fair in some 

way.  It was a lovely event enjoyed by over 500 visitors! Special thanks go to: Lanes 

Estate Agents and McCarthy & Stone for their sponsorship, Serendipity and Larch 

cook Lisa for the time and effort they put into filling tummies, Simon Balle’s adult 

choir – Take Note as well as the Larch Centre’s children choir for their fabulous 

performances, the super talented Claire McComiskie for her beautifully crafted 

grotto contribution and lastly to our much loved Father Christmas who had a busy 

afternoon creating a magical time for so many children. 

We are delighted to share that the Frost Fair made around £4,400 – this money 

will be used to enhance the whole school community and we know it will make a 

difference. 

We are always looking for new ideas and would love to hear from you if you have 

any suggestions, from events to games ideas for the summer fair.  Our next            

all-through meeting will take place on Monday 25th February at 7pm, open to all. 

Preloved Uniform Sales   

The PSA sell good quality secondary school uniform at each Secondary School          

Parents Evenings.  

Sales in 2019 are on :  

13/02/19 

12/3/19  

2/04/19 

From approx. 4:30 to 7:30.  

In the 6th Form Building at the reception desk. Occasionally sales are in Main 

School dining room. 

This is an easy and cheap way to replace all those ripped jumpers, lost PE  T-shirts, 

spend a fraction of the cost compared to other leading brands! and all monies 

raised go to facilities for your children.  

Jumpers, cardigans, skirts, rugby tops and fleeces  - £5.  

PE skorts, shorts and T- shirts - £3 

Trousers, ties, long sleeve shirts and socks - £1.  

Prices maybe subject to change.  



Dates for your diary 

January  

Tuesday 29th January - Y9 Careers day 

Thursday 31st January - Y9 Preferences  information evening 

February 

Monday 4th February - Y7 trip to Bletchley Park 

Tuesday 5th February - Safer internet day 

Tuesday 12th February - Y10 Exam prep talk 

Wednesday 13th February - Y13 Parents Evening 

Friday 15th February - INSET Day 

18th - 22nd February - Half Term 

 

Important Notice 

Please remember that the marked disabled bays are for  blue badge holders only. They 

must not be used for dropping off.  

If you are driving to school please remember to park with consideration for our                  

neighbours.  You should not blocking/obstructing driveways . 

Please ensure that your child/ren bring their library books back to the Library by the date 

stamped in the front of them (or they ask for them to be renewed). We currently have 

over 200 overdue items and we urgently need them returned. If they have been lost or 

damaged please email library@simonballe.herts.sch.uk and an invoice will be generated 

or book details sent home so a replacement can be bought online or from charity shops.  

We operate a system of negative house points for students whose accounts show           

overdue items and this will be coming into operation on 25/01/19. Many thanks in        

advance for your support with maintaining an excellent book collection at School for our 

students' use. 

Mrs J. Syme (Librarian) 
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 Hertfordshire Teacher Recruitment Fairs 2019 

At Teach in Herts (managed by Herts for Learning), we work on behalf of over 525 Hertfordshire 
shareholding schools to raise the profile of our job search website on which schools can manage 
all of their school vacancies. Encouraging people to career change in to teaching or to consider 
teaching as their first career is a vital part of our work and we would like you and your extended 
family and friends to support us in getting the word out about our next series of events. 

The Teacher Recruitment Jobs Fairs taking place in 2019 are for experienced teachers looking 
for teaching jobs in Hertfordshire, those looking to secure your first NQT teaching post or 
those looking for support and advice to return to teaching; you will be able to meet schools 
with vacancies face to face. There will also be an opportunity to meet teaching schools and uni-
versity training providers face to face for an informal discussion about starting or changing in to 
a career in teaching.  There will be a series of workshops which support each of these groups. 
Attached with this message is a flyer and further information can be found on our Teacher Re-
cruitment Events pages along with a link for delegates to book on to each one of the events. 

To register for any of the events please click on the correct link below: 
 

Teacher Recruitment Jobs Fair at Watford - Saturday 9th February 2019 9:30am – 1:00pm 
Location: Parmiter’s School, High Elms Lane, Watford, WD25 0UU 

Delegate registration survey - http://bit.ly/TRF9thFeb 

Teacher Recruitment Jobs Fair at Letchworth - Saturday 23rd March 2019 9:30am – 1:00pm 
Location: Fearnhill School, Icknield Way West, Letchworth, SG6 4BA 

Delegate registration survey - http://bit.ly/TRF23rdMarch 

 
Teacher Recruitment Jobs Fair at Cheshunt - Saturday 11th May 2019 9:30am – 1:00pm 

Location:  Goffs-Churchgate Academy, College Road, Cheshunt, EN8 9LY 
Delegate registration survey - http://bit.ly/TRF11thMay 

 
We will send you a reminder, FAQs and joining instructions with more detail just before the fair 
you have booked on to so that you don’t miss out on the day.   
 

 
 
 
Best wishes, Anne Taylor, Head of Recruitment Services 
Teach in Herts, Herts for Learning Ltd. 

https://www.teachinherts.com/
https://www.hertsforlearning.co.uk/
http://www.teachinherts.com/recruitment-events/hertfordshire-teacher-recruitment-fair-9-feb-2019.htm
http://bit.ly/TRF9thFeb
http://www.teachinherts.com/recruitment-events/hertfordshire-teacher-recruitment-fair-23-mar-2019.htm
http://bit.ly/TRF23rdMarch
http://www.teachinherts.com/recruitment-events/hertfordshire-teacher-recruitment-fair-11-may-2019.htm
http://bit.ly/TRF11thMay
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