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Dear Families 

 

A happy New Year to you all. It is lovely to be able to spend far more time with 
the younger children and their parents, alongside my weekly commitment of 
teaching Year 1 and Year 2.   

 

Our value this term is “hope”. Although not a popular word, an attribute that is 
greatly needed if we are indeed to “create tomorrow’s citizens today”.  We want 
to create “hopeful” young people, who can see the positive in things. Sometimes 
as adults it is all too easy to not display this value as we live our busy lives, but 
hope is so important in a world where all we often hear about is gloom and    
despair. This is a whole school value- being taught and explored in all of our    
assemblies alongside our work in year 7 values lessons.  

Several members of my team (including myself) have been reading “Factfulness” 
by Hans Rosling. This is worth a look at, as it challenges our perceptions of the 
world and helps us to think differently and more optimistically. Do ask your    
children about this new value that we are teaching them!  

 

We will be holding interviews for the primary lead’s job (Vice Principal – Primary 
phase) the week of 25 January. This will be a rigorous process to ensure we get 
the very best experienced candidate. We are looking for someone who has been 
a strong leader within a primary school and has ensured that the children receive 
a first class educational experience. The interviews will run over two days and 
will involve a number of focused panels organized by senior staff, governors and 
an external headteacher. We will ensure that our staff and some of the children 
will also meet the candidates. Obviously once the appointment is made we will 
share with you the result and their start date. In the meantime, Yvonne Adshead  
(one of my team) and myself are very involved with the day to day routines and 
organization.  

 

Can I remind parents of up and coming dates for your diary and a gentle remind-
er that the children should not have “tatoos”   on their arms, or nail varnish.  
These are not part of our uniform code.    

Spring Term  
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Reception News 

Year 1 News 

Last week all of our colouring pens and pencils went missing. We found the book ‘The Day the Crayons 
Quit’ and think it was a clue from our pencils to tell us that they had quit because we were not looking 
after them or using them properly. The children worked hard to get them back, thinking of rules for 
how to use them and writing letters to say sorry and to ask them to come back. On Friday they finally 
returned and the children have been looking after them very well since. 
 
This week we have been thinking about the new value of Hope. We have talked about how we can 
show hope when thinking about the future and so the children have all been thinking about what they 
hope to be when they grow up. We had lots of super ideas including a fire fighter, a vet and a doctor. 
 
In phonics we have started Phase 3 and so far the children have learnt the phonemes- j, v, w, x, y and z. 
Please ask your child about these and see if they can formed the letters in cursive at home. 
 
Next Wednesday we are visiting the local fire station as part of our learning about ‘When I Grow Up’. 
Hedgehogs class will be visiting from 10am until 11am and Squirrels will be visiting from 11am until 12. 
We are looking for parent helpers to accompany us on these visits. The classes will need to leave 20 
minutes before their hour time slot to give us enough time to walk down there. If you can help please 
let us know as soon as possible by emailing: larch@simonballe.herts.sch.uk  

We have had a great first few weeks back, full of great attitudes and exciting tales from Christmas. We 
have been thinking about Traditional Tales in literacy, in particular the story of the ‘Three Little Pigs’. 
We have been learning about adjectives and story writing language, and have begun creating our very 
own versions of the story with our own characters. We have linked our science to the story as well, and 
are excited to experiment to find out which material would have been best for the three little pigs to 
build their houses . 
 
We have began our new phase of Phonic learning where we have tailored the programme to suit all of 
the children and challenge them with their specific areas for development. This means that your child 
may be bring home different dictation words to their friends as of next week. We are really focusing on 
spelling this term, in particular the Year 1 common exception words. We are also going to be high-
lighting the words that children spelt incorrectly in their dictations, on the previous week's homework, 
so  please continue to correct and support the learning of these words at home too. 
 
In maths we have been continuing to think about subtraction, and the different methods we can use to 
solve subtraction problems. The children have enjoyed creating their own word problems . 
 
We have been thinking about our new value of Hope this week, and how it links with our learning. We 
have introduced the concept of the ‘Learning Pit’ to the children and we will be continuing to think 
about challenge and resilience in our learning throughout this term. 

mailto:larch@simonballe.herts.sch.uk
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Year 2 News 

Year 3 News 

We have returned to school with new topics and a great attitude to learning.   In maths we have       
revisited addition and the strategies that we can use and have now begun to look at subtraction.  
 
In English we have begun looking at Traditional Tales, with a focus on ‘Rapunzel’.  We have read    
different versions, enjoyed acting and are beginning to write our own diary entry.   
 
Our new topic is Castles which the children are very excited about.  We have explored what we already 
know and what we would like to find out.  We will be looking at different types of castles and who 
might live there over the next few weeks. 
 
In science we have begun looking at ‘humans including animals’ and what they need to survive.   We 
enjoyed looking at all the healthy meal plans in the homework and the photographs of the meals that 
you cooked.   
 
We have welcomed back  Miss Grace and Miss McLeod who joined us before Christmas in Foxes class 
and are delighted that they will be working with us until half term.   
 
Next week we will be introducing money in maths and looking at a traditional tale from Zimbabwe.   

We have enjoyed starting our new topic; ‘planes, trains and automobiles’,  and this week we have 
learned about the history of the motor car.  The children compared similarities and differences         
between cars in the past and cars now. 
 
In English we have been learning about instructional writing. We have read the books ‘Mr Gumpy’s 
Motor Car’ and ‘Mrs Armitage on Wheels’. 
 
We looked at imperative verbs and how we could add them to our instructions. We also used         
prepositions in our instructions to make them more specific. 
 
In maths we have been learning about time. We looked at how many seconds in a minute, minutes in 
an hour, days in a week etc. We timed each other doing different tasks and activities. We then         
compared and ordered times and worked out the difference between different times. 
 
In science we have discussed forces ‘push’ and ‘pull’ and have investigated how friction can affect the 
movement of an object. 
 
Our value this term is ‘Hope’. We have discussed News Years Resolutions and how we can use these to 
improve our learning. 
 
A great start to a new term! 



SPRING TERM  

Values Awards 

Attendance 

Over the last two weeks we have had excellent attendance: 

 

 

 

 

 

Please ensure your child attends school and is punctual every day. 

Reception 

Hedgehogs 

Alice & Lucas 

Squirrels 

Felix & Freddie 

 

Year One 

Rabbits 

Ted & Xander 

Badgers 

Zach, Pearl & Hattie 

Year Two 

Foxes 

Emily & Chace 

Deer 

Annabel & Charlie 

 

Year Three 

Wrens 

Dylan, James & Lydia 

Robins 

Brody & Maxwell 

Hedgehogs:  95% Foxes: 99% 

Squirrels: 98% Deer: 99% 

Rabbits: 99% Wrens: 99% 

Badgers: 98% Robins: 98% 

SIMON BALLE ALL-THROUGH SCHOOL 



Dates for your diary 

Notices from the Primary Phase 

4th February: Year 1 to visit All Saints church 9:45am.  We need a couple of parent helpers 

to walk down with us, please let us know if you are available. 

5th February: Safer internet day—’Together for a better internet’ 

w/b 11th February: 'Around the World' themed week 

15th February: Inset Day 

w/b 18th February Half Term 

11th and 13th March: Parent Conversations, Reception 

4th April: Year 1 assembly, parents welcome 2:30pm 

5th April End of term early finish 

Please remember that the marked disabled bays are for  blue badge holders only. They must not be 

used for dropping off.  

If you are driving to school please remember  to park with consideration for our neighbours.  You 

should not blocking/obstructing driveways . 

 

 

 

Thanks to all Primary parents for ensuring library books are returned on the correct library day for your 
child/ren. Here is a reminder of the library timetable for this term: 
Monday   -   Year 3 
Tuesday  -   Year 2 
Thursday -   Year 1 
Friday      -   Reception 
 
Please be aware that we do not operate a fines system but any book/magazine that is damaged or lost 
needs to be replaced or paid for. In such cases as these there will be a letter sent home via book bags. 
Thanks for your support.  
Happy Reading! 
Mrs J. Syme (Librarian)  
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PSA News 

We have a number of events planned between now and the end of the school year.  Please 
watch this space for updates or check the PSA website for details. 

 

Year 3 Film Night 

On Friday 8th February, the PSA are planning to host a Film Night for the children of Year 3.  
They are invited to bring a change of clothing and will receive a picnic style tea after school,   
before they head over to the school theatre to watch the popular animated comedy “Sing”.  We 
anticipate there will be plenty of singing and dancing to accompany this film and so request a 
number of parental helpers in order for the Film Night to run. 

Tickets are £3.50, available only via the PSA website.  More information will be available soon.  
http://www.simonballepsa.org.uk/ 

If you are able to help, please get in touch psa@simonballepsa.org.uk 

 

Frost Fair 2018 

Sending a big thank you to everybody who contributed to the Frost Fair in some way.  It was a 
lovely event enjoyed by over 500 visitors!  Special thanks go to: Lanes Estate Agents and   
McCarthy & Stone for their sponsorship, Serendipity and Larch cook Lisa for the time and effort 
they put into filling tummies, Simon Balle’s adult choir – Take Note as well as the Larch Centre’s 
children choir for their fabulous performances, the super talented Claire McComiskie for her 
beautifully crafted grotto contribution and lastly to our much loved Father Christmas who had a 
busy afternoon creating a magical time for so many children. 

We are delighted to share that the Frost Fair made around £4,400 – this money will be used to 
enhance the whole school community and we know it will make a difference. 

 

We are always looking for new ideas and would love to hear from you if you have any sugges-
tions, from events to games ideas for the summer fair.  Our next all-through meeting will take 
place on Monday 25th February at 7pm, open to all. 

http://www.simonballepsa.org.uk/
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15
th
 January 2019                                                   

 

Dear Mrs Saunders 

Please excuse me for not writing sooner but Christmas rather got in the way. I would 

like to thank everybody at Simon Balle School for the generous donation of food       

received from your Harvest collection. 

You will be pleased to hear that the food weighed in at 106.78 kg for which we and the 

clients who have received the food, thank you most sincerely. This amount of food is 

enough to feed approximately 8 people for 3 days each.  

 

You might be interested to know that the total of all recent food donations received   

during December was 3400 kg and that 153 people were fed, including 74 during the 

week before Christmas. So you can see that the need is still there but also that thanks 

to local people we are able to feed all who need help. 
                                                                                                                                                                                               

The clients of the Foodbank are so grateful for the help that they receive when times 

are difficult for them, and without the generosity of so many local people we would not 

be able to provide this much needed service. 

Please pass on our thanks to your pupils, parents and staff for their generosity and 

their support for the Foodbank and our best wishes for a happy, healthy and peaceful 

New Year. 

 

Yours sincerely 

Janet 
                                                                       Janet Bird - Trustee
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Tel: 0300-123-7572 
 

 

 

 

Reception Online Health Assessment – January 2019 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Now that your child has started school I would like to welcome you to the school nursing service, which 

is here to support you with the care of your child up to the age of 19. 

To assist us in giving you the correct support that you and your child need, we would like you to com-

plete an online health assessment of your child, which is in line with government directives. This ena-

bles us to respond to any identified health needs of your child. Further assessments will be offered to 

children in year 6 and year 9. 

The online health assessment asks about several aspects of your child’s life that can impact on their 

health such as lifestyle and behaviour. This enables our skilled team to make an assessment of your 

child’s needs. We may then contact you to discuss your concerns and offer support and advice in areas 

you identify. 

The assessment is confidential between you and the school nurse team, and if necessary we can under-

take further assessments and refer you and your child to other specialist children’s services. There is 

further information on our website about the services we offer: 

https://www.hct.nhs.uk/our-services/school-nursing 

Although anonymous information may be shared, (for example information about lifestyle choices and 

behaviour) with other agencies to improve services, all personal information collected from this ques-

tionnaire will be treated as confidential and held securely to meet with data protection requirements.   

The assessment can be completed from 1st January 2019 and we would ask you to complete by Friday 

15th February to enable us to assess any needs your child may have. 

Yours sincerely 

Jo Kerr 

School Nurse Team Leader 

 

To access the online questionnaire please follow the link below: 

 https://hertfordshire.hapi-system.com/school-entry 

PASSWORD – Octopus2 

https://www.hct.nhs.uk/our-services/school-nursing
https://hertfordshire.hapi-system.com/school-entry

