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Dear Families 

And so we now reach the end of a very long term, but what successes 
we have seen. Once again students have excelled in their learning 
and there are simply too many to note. However, this is a wonderful 
opportunity to name a few notable events and experiences. A group 
of Year 9 students have worked with technology teachers and were 
selected to present their research and topic at the prestigious Design 
Ventura Competition held in London last week. They now have a           
secure place in the national final and we look forward to seeing 
whether their project wins! The book and writing festival earlier in 
the term was hugely enjoyable for all, whilst our youngest students 
have particularly enjoyed recent weeks where they are preparing for 
Christmas, with advent crowns, Christingles and the reception              
nativity play. Over 350 musicians have performed at various events 
including Hertford’s own “turning on the Christmas Lights” event. 
Sport continues to occupy many of our young people and again we 
have had lots of successes. 

Over the last few weeks of this term, the Year 7s have been working 
in sub-groups within their forms to design a project that enables 
them to show respect to either themselves, others or the                 
environment. This is part of their values lessons. Once again, we are 
delighted to see our students go above and beyond and have the 
show the ability to demonstrate this important value at this time of 
year. There are many examples of how students completed the           
Respect Challenge but I thought I would share a few. A group of              
students decided to show respect to the primary children and staff by 
baking cakes for them whilst other sent handmade Christmas cards to 
the Lister Hospital or charities within our local community. Students 
also sent gift shoes boxes to Africa via the Rotary Club, became           
ambassadors by assisting staff within school and some even showed 
respect to our wildlife by making recycled bird food feeder bags. A 
huge well done to them all. 
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Unusually this year we are saying goodbye to a number of staff, as a previous 
letter to you indicated (more later on). So it is timely to now publically note our 
thanks and to wish them all success and happiness in their new roles. Steph          
Corbett (science) will be on maternity leave, whilst both Fiona Pinkerton and 
Colin Keast (science) are re-locating for family reasons, as is Dianne Moss 
(attendance and wellbeing) and Charlie Webber (history). We thank them all for 
their commitment to our students and for the care and enthusiasm they have 
brought. Francine Walker (cover) will also leave to pursue her career. 
 

I want to express my sincere thanks to those parents who have responded to our 
latest newsletter which highlighted our need for staff in January 2019. I am aware 
that some parents were not aware of the national shortage of teachers and            
perhaps viewed this suspiciously. I trust by now you have understood that all 
schools are struggling to find staff and that our staff who are leaving all have 
good reasons- mainly promotion or relocation. However, we have received so 
much encouragement from many within the Simon Balle community. Thank you. 
We have appointed a scientist from January and another from September; we 
have managed to appoint a part time history teacher and with some “juggling” 
ensured that all classes are covered. Some of the replies were from colleagues 
who simply wanted to find out how to train as a teacher, or who offered other 
help. For this we are very grateful. We will continue to send details out of any 
further vacancies as they arise. 
 

Finally, another thank you, and one which once again demonstrates the strength 
and support of the local community. Our “Frost Fair” which was held on                     
December 1st, raised a record amount of over £4500! We took over £500 on the 
door from visitors and indeed the place was very busy. A huge thank you to all of 
the team who worked tirelessly to make this special event happen. 
 

The last week is a seasonal one. Following on from Wednesday evening at All 
Saints Church, younger students will attend the carol concert on Thursday             
morning, followed by a very special Christmas Lunch for this year a record            
number of students!! (maybe next year it will need to be spread over 2 days?) 
Following formal assemblies on Friday morning, school will finish around 12.30 
for years 7-13. 
 

We return for a normal school day on Monday January 7th. 
 

May I now thank you again for all of your support and wish you a happy Christ-
mas and a healthy, fulfilling 2019. 
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End of Term Arrangements 

Friday 21st December 

 

Students will be allowed to wear a Christmas jumper today (as well as uniform), if they 

do so they should bring in a donation (£2 minimum) which will be collected for a local 

homeless charity. 

 

 

Winter Words Book Festival 

Many thanks to all our parents, staff and students who supported this year's Travelling 

Bookshop which ran during the Winter Words Book Festival. Since we took an amazing 

£1033 we are entitled to choose £560 worth of free books for our libraries as                     

commission. Well done everyone!  

 

Janet Syme  

Library 

 

Year 
group 

Y7 Y8 Y9 Y10 Sixth 
Form 

Dismissal 12.50 pm 12.50 pm 12.45 pm 12.45 pm 12.05pm 

Wednesday 19th December - Carol Service 7pm 

Thursday 20th December - Carol Service 

                                                -Christmas Lunch 

Friday 21st December—     End of Term  

 

Monday 7th January - Term Starts 

Thursday 17th January  - Year 11 Parents Evening 

Monday 4th February—Y7 Trip to Bletchley Park 

Tuesday 12th February - Y10 Parents and Students     

exam prep talk 

Wednesday 13th February - Y13 Parents Evening 

Friday 15th February  - INSET: School closed for                  

students 

Monday 18th– Friday 22nd February - Half Term 

Dates for your diary 



Inside some electronic devices are button cell batteries 
that if swallowed can cause severe life-impacting burns 
or even death.

Small in size. 
The risk of a  
big problem.

These batteries can be found in toys, 
musical books, key fobs, remote 
controls, calculators, and other small 
electronic devices.

Ensure your child does not have 
access to these devices if the battery 
compartment is not secure. 

Make certain that spare batteries are 
locked away and that used batteries  
are disposed of safely.

If your child does swallow a  
button cell battery, seek urgent 
medical advice immediately.

Hertfordshire Community
NHS Trust
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