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Dear Families 

And so we now reach the end of a very long term, but what successes 
we have seen. Once again students have excelled in their learning 
and there are simply too many to note. However, this is a wonderful 
opportunity to name a few notable events and experiences. A group 
of Year 9 students have worked with technology teachers and were 
selected to present their research and topic at the prestigious Design 
Ventura Competition held in London last week. They now have a             
secure place in the national final and we look forward to seeing 
whether their project wins! The book and writing festival earlier in 
the term was hugely enjoyable for all, whilst our youngest students 
have particularly enjoyed recent weeks where they are preparing for 
Christmas, with advent crowns, Christingles and the reception                     
nativity play. Over 350 musicians have performed at various events 
including Hertford’s own “turning on the Christmas Lights” event. 
Sport continues to occupy many of our young people and again we 
have had lots of successes. 

 

Many of you will know Ruth Oakenfull, our Primary Phase Leader 
who is leaving us to become the Headteacher at Jenyns First school in 
Braughing. Ruth was appointed as the Primary Phase Leader in June 
2015. Her first job was to order furniture and equipment, visit           
nurseries and make decisions regarding curriculum. Ruth has now 
welcomed three further cohorts of children, worked with us to           
appoint new teachers and teaching assistants and ensured that the 
provision is now over-subscribed. It was wonderful for us all when 
the provision was graded as outstanding by Ofsted in May 2018. We 
now thank Ruth for her leadership, hard-work and commitment, the 
time she has given and the relationships she has made. We wish her 
every success and she now moves on to lead her own school. We will 
be advertising for our new Lead in early January. 
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I want to express my sincere thanks to those parents who have responded to our 
latest newsletter which highlighted our need for staff in January 2019. I am aware 
that some parents were not aware of the national shortage of teachers and          
perhaps viewed this suspiciously. I trust by now you have understood that all 
schools are struggling to find staff and that our staff who are leaving all have 
good reasons- mainly promotion or relocation. However, we have received so 
much encouragement from many within the Simon Balle community. Thank you. 
We have appointed a scientist from January and another from September; we 
have managed to appoint a part time history teacher and with some “juggling” 
ensured that all classes are covered. Some of the replies were from colleagues 
who simply wanted to find out how to train as a teacher, or who offered other 
help. For this we are very grateful. We will continue to send details out of any 
further vacancies as they arise.  

 
Finally, another thank you, and one which once again demonstrates the strength 
and support of the local community. Our “Frost Fair” which was held on             
December 1st, raised a record amount of over £4500! We took over £500 on the 
door from visitors and indeed the place was very busy. A huge thank you to all of 
the team who worked tirelessly to make this special event happen. 
 

The last week is a seasonal one. Following on from Wednesday evening at All 
Saints Church, younger students will attend the carol concert on Thursday            
morning, followed by a very special Christmas Lunch for this year a record            
number of students!! (maybe next year it will need to be spread over 2 days?) 
Following formal assemblies on Friday morning, school will finish around 12.30 
for years 7-13. 
 

We return for a normal school day on Monday 7th January. 
 

May I now thank you again for all of your support and wish you a happy Christ-
mas and a healthy, fulfilling 2019. 



PAGE 3 SIMON BALLE ALL-THROUGH SCHOOL 

 

Reception have had a fantastic few weeks! They were extremely busy getting 
ready for their Nativity and we hope you all agree that it was a huge success! We 
were very proud of how clearly the children spoke and how everyone had a go, 
even if it was a little scary for some! Well done children! 

We have been visited by two kindness elves who the children named Steve and 
Elfa. Since the start of December, they have been encouraging the children to do 
different acts of kindness and last week they were joined by an ‘unkind’ elf called 
Trixie. The children wrote letters to Trixie to tell her ways that she can show kind-
ness and all their work has paid off as she has turned into a kind elf now! 

Last Friday the children got to watch a fantastic pantomime performance of ‘The 
Wizard of Oz’ by the Hobgoblin Theatre Company. The children were a credit to 
the school and sat beautifully, getting involved during all the right moments and 
having a very fun time! 

In phonics we have now completed all of the Phase 2 letters. After Christmas we 
will be moving onto Phase 3 so please spend time reviewing the Phase 2 sounds 
and learning the Tricky words; the, go, to, no, I, into. 

Reception 

Year 1 

Year 1 have been very busy over the past two weeks! We have enjoyed a visit 
from the guide dog Kirk and his partner Nat, the children listened carefully and 
asked some fantastic questions. Thanks to your kind donations we were able to 
raise over £70 for the Guide Dog Association - Thank you! 

In science we enjoyed testing different materials to see which one would be the 
best for a cape - our findings were put to the ultimate test when Miss Williams 
and Miss Pearce had water poured over their heads while wearing our chosen 
materials! We have also been thinking about recycling and litter too - and how 
we can be environment superheroes. 

Last week we were also busy solving the mystery of the missing Kindness Elves! 
Trixie the cheeky elf had been causing havoc around the school so the children 
had to teach her kindness in order to change her ways! We did kind deeds, wrote 
kindness recipes and said kind things to her, which worked very well! 

In phonics we have been learning some split vowel digraphs (a_e - cake, e_e - 
Steve,  i_e - slide). Please re-cap our phase 5 sounds over the Christmas break - 
these are in the homework book on the phonic task page. 
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Year 2 really enjoyed reading the story ‘Don’t let the pigeon drive the bus.’ This 
text was very different to other stories we have read in Year 2 so far and the chil-
dren really enjoyed creating their own books with different ideas such as Don’t 
let the pigeon look after a puppy. 

Over the last two weeks in maths we have been looking at 3D shapes and their 
properties. We were so impressed with their homework to make a 3D model, 
what well thought out creative models there were with all the properties la-
belled! 

Something very interesting happened last week. First there were balls all over the 
trim trail and playground, then we found Trixie who we decided was an unkind 
elf and our kindness elves were gone! Trixie has been getting up to mischief all 
week and Year 2 have been working hard to make her kind. We wrote some per-
suasive letters to Trixie to try and teach her to be kind and each day have tried to 
help Trixie. We think it has worked, she has now changed colour and no more 
tricks have been played so far! 

In science we really enjoyed carrying out a dunking biscuit experiment to see 
which biscuits would be the best to put in a cup of tea. Maybe you could test this 
over the holidays, but remember to make it a fair test! 

Year 2 

Year 3 

Year 3 have been writing volcano shape poems, using figurative language 
(alliteration, onomatopoeia, personification and similes). We also wrote our own 
stories about Trixie the cheeky elf! We have had lots of discussion about where 
we think she came from; Robins and Wrens believe that Trixie may have been ra-
ther cheeky and been sent away from the North Pole to learn how to be kind 
from the Kindness Elves. 

Maths has been linked to measurement, where we have measured length, 
weight and volume, using the correct units and we have also started converting 
between different units.   

During topic time we have been putting the latest eruption of famous volcanoes 
in chronological order and have also learnt how a volcano is formed and  learning 
how this is linked to the tectonic plates. In science we have created our own 
compost bins, looking at each layer carefully and then working as groups to col-
lect each layer needed. 

Trixie the elf has been the topic of conversation in Robins and Wrens, with both 
classes thinking of ways to turn her into a Kindness Elf. She took some of our 
chairs, but this did not stop Year 3 from sharing and being kind to each other. We 
are hoping our long list of kindness ideas will help Trixie to become a Kindness 
Elf. 
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Well, what a busy couple of weeks we have had. Such excitement with the arrival 
of Trixie elf. She appeared last Monday replacing our Kindness Elves. The children 
could not believe it when they arrived to school with the playground and trim 
trail covered in balls! It was not  until they got into their classrooms they          re-
alised it was a practical joke as Trixie liked playing tricks on people. She          con-
tinued to do this all week, but the children worked together to spread               
kindness through the school. 

Trixie learnt some of these skills and realised that she wanted to be kind too as it 
made her feel much happier. By Thursday, we could see that the kindness was 
paying off as her hat turned red. By Friday she was surrounded by kindness           
confetti and all of the letters that the children had written her. She is now Trixie-
Bell, a Kindness Elf like the others. 

In assembly when we reflected on the lessons learnt through the week, the          
children shared their words of wisdom! 

“Even if you are not so good to start with, you can change to be good if you try!” 

“Kindness makes you happy and makes more people like you!” 

“It is good to be kind.” 

“You can spread kindness to other people.” 

“Isn’t it just so magical at this time of year?!” 

We have also been generally enjoying the run up to Christmas! The Nativity Play 
was so well done by Reception, the costumes were fantastic and every line was 
clear, as were the singing voices by the actors/actresses as well as the school 
choir. A big thank you to you all for being a part of the play. 

The panto both in school and at the theatre were fabulous! 

Happy Christmas everyone! 

Notices from the Primary Phase Leader 

7th January - Term starts 

w/b 11th February: 'Around the World' themed week 

15th February: Inset Day 

11th and 13th March: Parent Conversations, Reception 

4th April: Year 1 assembly, parents welcome 2:30pm 

Dates for your diary  
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End of Term Arrangements 

Friday 21st December 

 

Students will be allowed to wear a Christmas jumper today (as well as uniform), if 

they do so they should bring in a donation (£2 minimum) which will be collected 

for a local homeless charity. 

 

Students will be dismissed at 12pm. 

 

Hertford Library Reindeer Competition  

Why not pop along to Hertford Library by 5th January to take part in the reindeer 

competition which our Reception classes helped to create! Here is the letter from 

David Rudd, Library Manager of Hertford Library: 

"We have paired up the drawings, and each has a letter. The 28 pictures will be 

hidden all around the library, and when all the letters have been found will spell 

“HAPPY CHRISTMAS” 

The children then put their entry in a box, and under 7’s can win a signed Alice 

Hemming book, over 7’s can win a Where’s Wally colouring book. 

Thank you to all the children who drew pictures, we’ve had great fun looking at 

them today, and we think people will love them! We hope the children will be 

proud to see their work in the library, and we hope they come and see their              

pictures, and maybe take part!? 

  



Inside some electronic devices are button cell batteries 
that if swallowed can cause severe life-impacting burns 
or even death.

Small in size. 
The risk of a  
big problem.

These batteries can be found in toys, 
musical books, key fobs, remote 
controls, calculators, and other small 
electronic devices.

Ensure your child does not have 
access to these devices if the battery 
compartment is not secure. 

Make certain that spare batteries are 
locked away and that used batteries  
are disposed of safely.

If your child does swallow a  
button cell battery, seek urgent 
medical advice immediately.

Hertfordshire Community
NHS Trust
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