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All visitors (including Ofsted) are always struck by the deep sense of community within the 

school. This is something we have continuously worked on creating over many years and 

ensured it is sustainable. It was this sense of moral purpose for the Hertford community that 

influenced Governors and Senior Leaders to drive our vision to become all-through and   

educate younger children.  Indeed I now meet so many of you who are curious, excited and 

passionate about this. It is perhaps this half term when the community gathers together 

most. The ‘Armistice Remembrance’ event was particularly moving and poignant this year, 

not only because of the centenary but also as Harry, from Year 3, joined by his mum and 

grandmother laid a wreath for his great granddad.  Although not killed in the war, Harry’s 

great granddad knew many who did. The two-minute silence, observed by all secondary  

students was broken by Louis’ poignant and sensitive bugle performance of the Last Post.    

The Autumn Concert was a spectacle to behold with literally hundreds of children             

performing. Sitting next to the Mayor of Hertford, who incidentally had come to our intimate 

writers’ evening the night before, she was amazed by the quality. 

It was good to see so many families at the sixth form open evening with most of Y11 in        

attendance along with many others from local schools. If you know of anyone who missed 

this, please sign post them to the website. 

We now know that many more Year 6 families have requested a place at Simon Balle for         

September 2019. Our waiting lists continue to grow in all year groups and therefore all year 

groups are full, or fill up quickly if a place becomes available. Therefore if you are planning 

to relocate we would value early notification. 

The Christmas season also creates opportunities for the community to work together. Please 
do pop along to our “Frost Fair” on Saturday December 1st  (1pm-4pm.) This is a wonderful 
event with something for all the family- gifts, refreshments and games. A visit to see Father 
Christmas needs to be booked in advance. As last year, Mudlarks will be selling their    
Christmas trees outside the Larch building. Do come, have fun and raise money for the 
school. 

Christmas Lunch at Simon Balle is a very special event as we ask all of our students to come. 
It is by ticket only (Years 3 - Years 13) at a cost of £4 (except Y3 which is £2.50). Staff serve 
the children, the tables and hall are decorated. There are crackers and music and a          
wonderful atmosphere. Please note no other food is served on that day. For full details 
please see page 7. 

As usual we invite you to come along to our annual Carol Service on Wednesday 19th        
December at All Saints Church (7pm). I know how much many of you value this time to get 
away from the hustle and bustle of Christmas preparations and have time to reflect listening 
to the amazing music. 

I look forward to seeing so many of you at one of these community events. 

Autumn Term  
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Reception News 

Year 1 News 

The children have been learning the story ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’ and have been enjoying       
creating story maps and collage scenes from the story.  
On our welly walk we went ‘through’ lots of different environments which the children loved singing 
the parts of the story to. Some even came up with their own ideas when we were on our walk e.g. Oh 
no, leaves! Orange crunchy leaves! We can’t go over them, we can’t go under them, oh no! We’ve got 
to go through them! Crunch, scrunch, crunch, scrunch! 
We have started practising our Nativity play which we are very excited about. Your child has brought 
home with them their outfit letter, if there are any problems please see a member of Reception as 
soon as possible. The named outfit needs to be in by Monday 3rd. Some children have also brought 
home lines to learn. All children have a speaking part so if they do not bring lines home, do not worry, 
they have shorter lines and can learn them in school. When you are practising with your child, please 
ensure they say their lines in a slow, clear and loud voice. Thank you! 
We have learnt about the Christmas story so we know what we are doing our Nativity play about. The 
children have also started to make some Christmas decorations so that we can decorate the classroom 
next week when it has become December! 
 
We have now covered all of the Phase 2 phonemes and therefore the children have now learnt the  
following sounds; s, a, t, p, i, n, m, d, g, o, c, k, ck, e, u, r, h, b, f, ff, l, ll, ss. 

We have had a brilliant time the last two weeks reading ‘Traction Man! ‘.  The children all made top 
trumps cards, turning items all around the classroom into superhero objects. We then spent time    
looking at features of reports and made a checklist, ready for the children to write their own reports all 
about Traction Man. 
 
In maths we have been continuing to look at addition and how we can make up any given amount in 
lots of different ways. We spent time using a number line to help us work out the difference between 
two amounts, such as how many more or less one group has in comparison to the other. We also 
looked at missing numbers in number sentences and spent time thinking about the different ways and 
resources that we could use to work it out. 
 
We have been loving our superheroes topic! The children have been learning lots about everyday    
superheroes such as Mother Theresa and Henry Fraser. We had lots of fun trying to paint with our 
mouths just like Henry Fraser. The children were amazed by the work that Henry Fraser produced and 
they gained a real appreciation for the work he does and the challenges he has faced. Next week we 
are hopefully having a visit from a local guide dog owner. It will be a lovely opportunity for the children 
to ask lots of questions and learn all about the fantastic work that guide dogs do. 
 
In science we have been continuing to look at materials and have been asked by a special agent to test 
different materials to see which is the best for a superhero's cape! We shall be carrying out                
experiments over the next few weeks! As you can imagine, the children are very excited! 



PAGE 3 SIMON BALLE ALL-THROUGH SCHOOL 

Year 2 News 

Year 3 News 

The children have been enjoying finding out about Florence Nightingale which has linked to our        
previous work on Mary Seacole.  They have written factual statements about her life and used their 
new skill of sequencing work with adverbs of time. Next week we will looking at the book, ‘Don’t let 
the pigeon drive the bus!’   Wait for updates on this story! 
 
In maths we have been focusing on 2D shapes and their properties.  We have learnt the term vertices 
and polygons so please ask them to explain these terms to you.  Next week we shall be looking at     
repeating shape patterns and 3D shapes. 
 
We have begun our design & technology project this week which will take until the end of term to   
complete.  This is a Christmas decoration which is inspired by how Christmas is celebrated around the 
world. These will be judged, based on the design criteria, by the Head of D&T.  His selection will then 
be reproduced by our laser machine! 
 
We are very fortunate to be able to attend Take Over Day at Hertford Museum on the morning of the 
12th December.  Please could we have volunteers to walk the children down and back for lunch. You 
would be welcome to stay with your group at the museum. 

We have been writing Newspaper reports. After reading ‘Escape from Pompeii’, we have carefully 
written, paragraph by paragraph, a report about what happened.  We have published them on to 
newspaper templates for our class display.  
This week we have started looking at persuasive writing. 
In maths, we have been focusing on fractions and how a number can be split into ten equal parts. We 
now know this can be called tenths. We have worked hard at comparing tenths as fractions and       
decimals! This week we have started focusing on time. 
In science and topic we have been looking closely at rocks and the layers of the Earth and how this links 
with our topic of volcanoes and earthquakes. 
We were also lucky enough to have visits from 3 different authors; Alice Hemming, Tamsyn Murray and 
Matt Dickinson. Year 3 were inspired by how they became authors and have been talking about them 
every since! 
Please get ordering your Christmas dinners, it would be lovely if all of Year 3 could share this              
experience together. See end of newsletter for extra information. 
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Values Awards 

Attendance 

Over the last three weeks we have had excellent attendance: 

 

 

 

 

 

Please ensure your child attends school and is punctual every day. 

Reception 

Hedgehogs 

Sienna-May, Ellis & Caitlyn 

Squirrels 

Loris, Ava & Henry  

 

Year One 

Rabbits 

Jennie & Stanley 

Badgers 

Josh & Isabelle 

Year Two 

Foxes 

Seren & Eva 

Deer 

Jessica, Josh & Juna 

 

Year Three 

Wrens 

Elsie & Zachary 

Robins 

Rebecca & Alex 

Hedgehogs:  96.4% Foxes: 99.3% 

Squirrels: 97.6% Deer: 98.8% 

Rabbits: 97.5% Wrens: 97.4% 

Badgers: 98.3% Robins: 98.6% 

SIMON BALLE ALL-THROUGH SCHOOL 



Dates for your diary 

Notices from the Primary Phase Leader 

1st December - Frost Fair 1-4pm Larch Centre 

6th December - Prospective Reception parent meeting 

and tour 6:30pm 

10th December - Reading Workshop 2:30pm (please 

see previous email from Mrs Oakenfull to register) 

11th December - Reception Christmas play 2:30pm.  

Two tickets will be allocated per child to watch the play 

12th December - Reading Workshop 8:45pm (please 

see previous email from Mrs Oakenfull to register) 

14th December - Reception & Year 1 watching ‘The 

Wonderful Wizard of Oz’ in school 

18th December - Year 2 & Year 3 at the Hertford Panto  

The Details of these events will be advised closer to the 

time. 

20th December - Carol Service at All Saints Church yr 1  

     and Yr 2 (children only) 

  - Christmas Lunch 

21st December - End of term 12pm finish 

 

7th January - Spring Term Starts 

15th February - INSET: School closed for students 

18th -  22nd February - Half Term 

The coming weeks will be a busy time, as Christmas fast approaches!  

Just a few reminders from me this week… 

 

Frost Fair: Tomorrow is our annual Frost Fair, and as always the primary PSA sub-committee members 

have been working so hard to ensure the day will run smoothly. The hampers are wrapped and packed 

and ready to be won, the games are set up with prizes, the raffle tickets are coming back thick and fast! 

It all feels very festive. Remember there will be lots of shopping opportunities, so if you haven’t got all 

of your presents yet– don’t panic! 

Reading Workshop: I am so pleased to see so many of you signed up to the reading workshops. We  are 

looking forward to talking you through the strategies of reading and techniques to support your child at 

home.  

Carol Service: This year, years 1 and 2 will be present at the Carol Service. This is during the school day 

and therefore, is for children only. Should you wish to attend the Carol Service, you are more than   

welcome at the evening service.  

 

On a more personal level, I would like to thank you all for the emails, well wishes and congratulations 

you have sent to me after the news of me leaving Simon Balle. I have been overwhelmed.  

You will hear more from me before the end of term, but for now– thank you! 

 

See you all tomorrow!  
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PSA News 

FROST FAIR 

We would love to see you at our Frost Fair tomorrow. Join us in the Larch Centre between 1-4pm for a 
festive family afternoon.  

Enjoy a G&T or glass of mulled wine as you browse the stalls then tuck in to a delicious panini or jacket 
potato while you listen to Take Note Choir perform at 2.30pm.  

Then at 3.15pm, the Larch Choir sing just ahead of the grand raffle draw at 3.30pm.  

Raffle Tickets 

Tickets for the Frost Fair raffle are available from both school offices and cost £1 each. They will also be 
available to purchase during the fair on 1st December, ahead of the 3.30pm draw.  

We now have over 40 incredible prizes to give away and we can add Lunch for Two with a bottle of    
bubbly from The Hummingbird, Lunch at Lussmans as well as a Bungee Jump from Red Letter Days to the 
list! 

Helpers still needed 

We are keen to hear from families of both secondary and primary phases who can help to cover slots at 
the Frost Fair on 1st December. There are still a few gaps to fill between 2-3pm and several slots         
between 3-4pm.  We also need help with clearing away after the fair and during Monday morning.  
Please email penny@simonballepsa.org.uk if you can assist.  Thank you to everybody who has signed up 
so far. 

Santa’s Grotto 

Booking is now open. If you would like to book a slot please visit the PSA website to register and pay for 
tickets -  

PSA website http://www.simonballepsa.org.uk/.  Tickets are priced at £4 per child. 

If you have any issues booking tickets please contact psa@simonballepsa.org.uk 

 We will have a special guest during the Frost Fair again this year -  Santa!  He will be in his magical      
pop-up Grotto in the Larch Centre hoping to meet lots of children between 1pm to 4pm. 

The lucky Children will gather (along with parents / carers) at the magical Grotto entrance, to be greeted 
by Santa’s helpers and then taken in small groups see Santa in the magnificence of his Grotto.  Once 
seated the children will be able to ask Santa questions about his job, his reindeers and even what he likes 
to have for tea, before receiving a super gift from the sack. 

Unfortunately, Santa is only able to spend a few hours with us as he has important business to attend to 
at the North Pole and, although this year we are able to squeeze more children in to see him, there still 
won’t be time for everyone to visit who may want to.    

Festive Bake Off  

Calling keen bakers - the refreshment table needs you!  Are you (and or your children) able to supply a 
baked item for the refreshment table?  Any home baked goods will be warmly received and we will be 
offering a prize to the winning contribution.  Please deliver your festive cakes and bakes either on Friday 
30th or during the morning of the Frost Fair. 

Mudlarks Christmas Tree Sale 

Mudlarks are returning with their fresh Christmas Trees. By purchasing your Christmas tree 
from Mudlarks at our Frost Fair, you will be supporting this fantastic local charity that helps adults with 
learning disabilities and mental health issues. 

Tree Size and Cost 
5ft - £25.00 6ft - £35.00 7ft - £45.00 8ft - £55.00 

mailto:penny@simonballepsa.org.uk
http://www.simonballepsa.org.uk/
mailto:psa@simonballepsa.org.uk


PAGE 7 SIMON BALLE ALL-THROUGH SCHOOL 

Travelling Bookshop 
 
Many thanks to all our parents, staff and students who supported this year's Travelling Bookshop 
which ran during the Winter Words Book Festival.  
Since we took an amazing £1033 we are entitled to choose £560 worth of free books for 
our libraries as commission.  
Well done everyone!  

School Christmas Dinner 20th December 

Again this year the Primary children will be having their Christmas lunch over in the secondary canteen.  

This is always a very festive occasion being enjoyed by all. 

Year 3 children, who don’t normally have school dinners on a Thursday, have the opportunity to join in 

with this special lunch.  To register for the Christmas dinner please 

pay £2.50 on parentpay by 7th December.  It is a really lovely    

occasion so we would like to see as many children as possible   

joining in with the lunch. 

Reception to year 2 who have the school lunches do not need to 

pay as this is included in the meals they have at school. 

 
Poppy Appeal  

As a school we raised £437.10 for the British Legion.   
Thank you for your contributions  

Hertford Pantomime and The Wizard of Oz 
 
Payment for the above performances are due today (30th November), if you haven’t paid can you 
please do so as soon as possible.  Should you have any problems or queries regarding the payment 
please contact finance@simonballe.herts.sch.uk 
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Car park 

It has been a while since we have had to mention the car park to parents but unfortunately the change in 

the weather has led to more students being dropped off at school. Please remember to use the park and 

stride whenever possible. If you have to drive to the school use the entrance and exit correctly and drive at 

less that 5mph. There are many student, parents and staff walking on the site and we have to ensure their 

safety at all times.  

Thank you for your co-operation. 


