
 

7th June 2019 

Dear Parent Carer 

RE: Transport Update and Parental Consultation 

Following the release of the transport arrangements a number of questions 

have emerged from parental contact and from the consultation evening, 

the notes of which follow this letter. 

The bus routes, times and seating capacity have been calculated based on 

the postcode analysis of all our current pupils. It is therefore essential that your 

child catches the correct bus allocated to their postcode. I would ask that if 

there is a legitimate reason your child would need to catch an alternative 

service, that you contact your child’s Continent Leader. However, in the first 

instance please ensure your child understands the need to use the 

designated service for your postcode. All pupils have been through these 

arrangements in assemblies and form time. 

You will also note that Bus 9, leaving Howarth Street has no postcodes 

attached. This bus is by invitation only and a service for our most vulnerable 

pupils and those with identified SEND. We will be contacting parents/carers 

directly who may benefit from this service. 

If you contact school via email, telephone or attend the next parental 

consultation this Tuesday, 11th June 5pm, I will continue answer your queries. 

In the meantime, please see the notes below form the most recent parental 

consultation. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Andrew Williams 

Headteacher 

 



 

Parents/Carers Consultation 

Tuesday 4th June 2019 

Q. Some stops are not very precise – exactly where does my child board the 

bus? 

A. The school buses use existing public service bus stops and details are on 

the information already released. They are identified by the closest junction 

to the main route eg Knuzden Brook – Cambridge Drive (Bus 3). On Google 

maps all bus stops are marked with a small blue symbol. Clicking on this tells 

you the name of the stop, which correlates to the information sent out. 

Q. What happens if a pupil wants to catch a different bus for one evening or if 

they spend the week with two different parents? 

A. All pupils should catch their postcode allotted bus. We intend on issuing a 

bus card so pupils catch the correct bus. Where a parent /carer contacts us 

to make special arrangements we will issue 2 bus cards.  

Q. Will the buses be clearly labelled for Rhyddings pupils? 

A. Yes, they will have a sign or use the digital display, which will clearly identify 

the bus number, route colour and ‘Rhyddings’. 

Q. Will the children be talked through these arrangements? 

A. Yes. Form tutors have the information and assemblies will take place next 

week before we close. 

Q. Are the toilets at Hameldon unisex? 

A. Yes. The toilets are individual floor to ceiling cubicles. They open onto a 

common wash area, which is open to a corridor. An image is included in the 

video of Hameldon we have released. What typically happens is boys and 

girls ‘adopt’ a different side or bank of the cubicles. 

Q. In terms of transition what sort of things are in place to counter the 

problems this can cause? 

A. The curriculum will not change during the summer term. Same timetable, 

same teachers; just in new classrooms. However, in September we revert to a 

5 period day (from the current 6) and a 2yr Key Stage 4. Both changes would 

have been made had we stayed on our existing site. This will minimise lost 

time through pupil movement and allow more detailed study of the 

curriculum before choices in Year 9. 

 



 

Q. Will the form structure change? 

A. Not in the summer term but we are considering reviewing this for 

September. Pupils and staff will be consulted. No decision has been made at 

this time. However, the Continent system will remain. 

Q. Will there be a late bus for clubs etc? 

A. Yes. There will be a bus leaving Hameldon at approx. 4.10pm for pupils 

who have an after school activity or detention. It will be a direct service 

returning to Haworth Street. 

Q. When will the shuttle bus start to operate from? 

A. This will start from day one. Please try and make any necessary 

appointments outside of school hours, but if this is not possible please provide 

us with a minimum of 24hrs notice. 

Q. Are the lunches still the same? 

A. Yes, including the parent pay system. 

Q. Will there be a map layout of the school for pupils? 

A. Yes. We will print those for pupils who want them and also email them to 

pupils. Signage will be on noticeboards and staff on hand to direct pupils. All 

pupils will have an induction and familiarisation tours of the site upon arrival. 


