
 

May 2019 

Dear Parent/carer 

I was hoping to be able to inform you of the details of the Hameldon Transport 

arrangements but these have not yet been finalised by LCC Transport Division. As 

soon as they are then I will of course release them to you. These services will be 

provided free of charge, are only for our pupils and are not for public service. 

I too share your frustration but rest assured, despite the short timescale ahead, the 

bus routes, times and stop locations will have been well planned. Our school day at 

Hameldon will operate on the same times as now. 

Other concerns raised regarding arrangements for medical appointments, if a child 

becomes unwell throughout the day and so on have also been carefully considered 

and planned for. Again the detail will be communicated with the full transport 

arrangements in due course and will address those concerns.  

We are also planning opportunities for parents/carers to visit the Hameldon site in 

the summer term, as well as producing a short film that will be available online, to 

showcase the excellent facilities on offer. 

Meanwhile, the staff, LCC and contractors are undertaking a huge logistical 

exercise so that when we open to pupils, in mid-June, disruption to them will be 

minimal. 

As always, if you have concerns or queries please do not hesitate to contact me at 

school via telephone or email: school@rhyddings.co.uk and I will do my utmost to 

answer them.  We also held a parental consultation session, thanks to those 

parents/carers that attended. Please a summary of the Q&As below. We are hosting 

two more consultations, both at 5pm here at school, on Tuesday 4th June and 

Tuesday 11th June (alongside Year 10 parent’s evening). Please contact school if you 

wish to attend either of the consultation sessions. 

In the meantime, have an enjoyable half term break and all pupils return as normal 

on Monday 3rd June. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Andrew Williams 

Headteacher 

mailto:school@rhyddings.co.uk


Parents’ Meeting 4.30-6.30 pm 

21 May 2019 

 

Mr Williams gave a short explanation as to why the move to Hameldon would 

now be for much longer than originally intended, which was basically that 

this site will not be fit for purpose for the next 14 months, whilst demolition and 

redevelopment work takes place. The work should also be completed in a 

shorter timescale than would be possible if the school community was still 

operating here and will give us a much more settled year. 

 

The floor was then open to questions, which both Mr Williams and Mr Tarbox 

answered as follows: 

 
1. What will the bus routes be and will there be a cost? 

- We still do not know the exact bus route and pick up point for each pupil, 

though Lancashire County Council have almost completed this work and 

it should be available very soon after the half term break. There will be a 

range of pick-up points – pupils will not have to come to Haworth Street 

first. 

- The services are just for our Rhyddings pupils. 

- The services are free to all pupils. 

 

2. What happens if a pupil misses the bus? 

- Pupils do need to be there on time.  It is still parents’ responsibility to get 

pupils up and ready for school each morning. Absence due to lateness 

without a valid reason would be unauthorised. 

- We have considered the option, but are reluctant to put on a late bus 

and almost encourage some pupils each day to be late. 

 

3. What if the school has to close early (during the school day) due to inclement 

weather? 

- Pupils will be bussed back to their usual stop – a text will be sent to parents 

- The option of asking us to keep children at Hameldon for later collection 

will still be there, but in that instance pupils would have to be collected 

from Hameldon. 

 

4. How long will the journey take?  Have you driven it? 

- We are still waiting for details from LCC – each provider will be contracted 

to get pupils to school for 8.40am.  Journey times will vary and the tender 

process has yet to be completed. 

- There is not really much value in the Headteacher personally driving each 

route. Professionals at LCC will calculate the most appropriate routes and 

journey times, along with bus providers. 

 
 

5. What if a pupil has a medical or similar appointment during the day? 

A shuttle bus will operate for this situation - a second school minibus has been 

secured. It will bring pupils back to Haworth Street for collection by parents 

and take the pupil back to Hameldon after the appointment. Journey times 



to and from Hameldon will need to be considered when making 

appointments, and clear notice given to school, 24hrs minimum. Please try to 

arrange appointments out of school or near the start/finish of the school day. 

We appreciate some appointments have to be taken at the time offered, 

which is why the shuttle bus is operating. 

 

6.  What if a pupil injures themselves during the day?  Where will they be taken? 

- As above, parent/carer will be contacted and the minibus will return the 

pupil to Haworth Street 

- If very serious Emergency services will make the decision based on the 

specific situation. They may be taken to Burnley or Blackburn, or even 

further afield if specialist treatment is needed. A member of staff would 

normally accompany a pupil in this sort of situation. 

 

 

7. Can parents/carers go and look around Hameldon? 

- Yes, we will be holding an open event. Parents present indicated that 

timings for this event of approximately 6.00pm to 8.00 pm would be ideal. 

 
8. Are there any more planned closures? 

- No further closures in addition to those below (which have already been 

announced) are planned: 

- Thursday 23 and Friday 24 May 

- Thursday 13 and Friday 14 June 

- Monday 17 June – open to Year 9 only, closed to Years 7, 8, 10. 

 

9. Are there plans to move long term to Hameldon because it’s such a good 

site? 

- NO – there will be a school on this site serving this town/community 

 

10. Any plans to become an academy? 

- No, there are no plans – we are receiving some support from a local Trust, 

but that is all that is involved. There have been no discussions about this. 

 
11. What about new Year 7 Intake Evening?   

- It will be in a local facility – most probably in The Brave Church. 

 
12. Will there be a summer school for new Year 7s this year? 

- Probably not, due to the changes and move – we are sorry, but we almost 

certainly won’t be able to run this for this summer. 

 

13. Will the same catering payment arrangements apply? 

- Yes – and the plan is that existing money in each account will be 

transferred to Hameldon. 

 
14. Are the staff on board with the move? 

- It is impossible to speak for absolutely every member of staff in a general 

answer, but yes, staff are very positive and looking forward to it and the 

opportunity it presents. 

 



15. Do you have concerns about behaviour at the moment?  If yes, what do you 

plan to do to improve it? 

- Yes, we do have some concerns at present, and the current site has 

certainly not helped this situation – this is a key focus for Mr Tarbox.  A new 

Behaviour and Rewards Policy will be launched on 17 June, with a number 

of revised systems. We expect and need to see an improvement before 

the summer holidays. 

 

16. Will it be possible to contact school that afternoon/evening if there has been 

a serious issue on a bus? 

- Reception will be open until 4.00pm.  We would expect the buses to have 

dropped pupils off by that time. Many staff will be in school later than that 

and could be emailed. 

 
17. What about extra-curricular activities? How will pupils get back to 

Oswaldtwistle? 

- We hope to secure a ‘late’ bus, which would leave Hameldon at about 

4.15 pm. This would bring pupils back who had stayed for clubs or 

additional classes as well as any pupils who had detentions. 

 

Mr Williams and Mr Tarbox would like to thank everyone who attended this 

meeting. 

 


