
The Curriculum at Norton Infant School 

 

Here at Norton Infant School we follow The Learning Challenge Curriculum. 

The Main Principles 

The Learning Challenge concept is built around the principle of giving children 
greater learner involvement in their work. It requires deep thinking and encourages 
learners to work using a question as the starting point. 

In designing the curriculum, teachers and learners use a prime learning challenge, 
expressed as a question, as the suggested starting point. Using the information 
gained from children’s ages and stages, their interests, pre-learning tasks (which 
may consist of ‘mind mapping’ activities) and the school’s context, a series of 
subsidiary challenges is then planned.  

The learning challenges make sense to the learners are something that is within their 
immediate understanding.  

The ethos that underpins the Learning Challenge approach requires teachers to 
check on what children already know and then invite them to think of their own 
questions.  

The Learning Challenge Curriculum, ensures that there is full coverage of the 
National Curriculum and the areas of learning in the Early Years. It follows the 
programmes of study for each year very carefully and provides the right balance 
between using History, Geography, Science as the main drivers but ensuring that 
creative and expressive arts as well as RE and computing get a fair representation 
across the curriculum.  

 Each set of Learning Challenges then links directly to either History, Geography or 
Science knowledge, skills and understanding to ensure that learning is progressive 
and continuous.  

There are also links to either creative or expressive arts into each learning challenge 
so that there is breadth and balance in the coverage as a whole.  

Each Learning Challenge may have a ‘wow’ event encompassed within it. Children 
are encouraged through the Learning Challenge’s, to apply knowledge, skills and 
understanding from all curriculum subjects where appropriate. 

 

Pre – Learning tasks 

Pre-Learning Tasks ensure that learners are directly involved in the planning 
process. Well planned pre-learning tasks help to bring out what learners already 
know; what misconceptions they may have and what really interests them. 

Teachers take account of the outcomes from pre-learning tasks to plan the 
subsidiary learning challenges for each major area of study. It helps teachers 
recognise which transferable skills learners have already developed that could be 
used to initiate new learning with a level of confidence. 



Pre-Learning tasks can take many different forms and can last for as long or as short 
as required. Some may be written tasks, others oral. Mind mapping is one method 
that has been used successfully by many schools. Using pre-learning tasks as part 
of a school’s programme of home learning can help to get parents and carers directly 
involved in their children’s learning.  
Post-Learning tasks can also be planned for which show progress made from the 
Pre-Learning task and support assessment. 

 
Reflecting on learning 
 
Time for learners to reflect or review their learning is central to the whole process. 
This is in keeping with the ‘Learning to Learn’ principles, where reflection is seen as 
a very important part of individuals’ learning programme.  

Within the Learning Challenge Curriculum the final subsidiary learning challenge is 
handed over for learners to reflect on their learning. The idea is that learners present 
their learning back to the rest of the class or another appropriate audience, making 
the most of their oracy and ICT skills to do so.  

Although reflection is seen as a concluding part of the prime learning challenge, it is 
hoped that that there will be continual opportunities for learners to reflect frequently, 
especially as each subsidiary learning challenge comes to an end. Ideally, there 
should be a good deal of learner autonomy evident during reflection time.  
At Norton Infant School, learners are given the opportunity to share their reflections 
about their learning during an assembly to parents and governors. Each class 
presents an assembly about a Learning Challenge once per year. 
 
 
 

 


