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Dear Parents and Children, 

 

We would like to welcome you to Norton Infant 

School and understand that beginning school is a 

major event in the life of a three year old.  We hope 

you enjoy the time you spend with us. 

 

We are very much looking forward to getting to know 

you and have made this booklet to help you to learn a 

little bit more about our nursery before you start.  

 

It contains lots of useful information that will help 

your child settle into our nursery quickly.  If there is 

anything else you would like to know, please do not 

hesitate to ask. 

 

Thank you and enjoy the read… 
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Our Aims 

 
At Norton Infant School we are committed to excellence.  We 

aim to give your children the best possible start in their 

education.  The early years of a child’s life are crucial and our 

aim is to provide a happy, stimulating environment where each 

child is motivated to learn and reaches their full potential.  

 

 

Our Staff Team 

 

 
Head teacher:      Miss Andrea Tunney 

 

Deputy Head teacher:    Mrs Louise Ponsonby 

 

Foundation Stage Leader:   Mrs Emma Powell 

 

Nursery Teacher:     Mrs Emma Powell 

        Mrs Nicola Henderson 

 

Nursery Teaching Assistant   Miss Samantha Underhill 

 

Higher Level Teaching Assistant (HLTA) Mrs Helen Lomas 
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Parents as Partners 

 
You are your child’s first educators and we greatly value any input, 

opinions and information you can share with us about your child’s learning, 

progress and development.  

 

To facilitate this we will provide every child with an ‘All About Me’ book 

within their first few sessions in September.  We encourage you to put in 

photographs, let your child do drawings, writing or mark making that they 

can share with the class.  Sometimes we may add a home learning 

question or activity in this book, for you and your child to complete at 

home.  

 

During their time in our Nursery we will be observing and interacting with 

your child.  This allows us to make judgements about where your child is 

at in their development and what the next steps are in their learning.  

 

We encourage parents to contribute to our assessments through 

questionnaires and ‘wow moments’ you may observe at home.  You will find 

‘wow’ slips of paper as you come into Nursery that you can write down any 

wow moments that happen at home.  Whether it is putting on their own 

coat, trying new foods or sharing a toy, we like to celebrate children’s 

achievements and your input is valued.  Children love ‘wow’ moment time 

and sharing their achievements with their friends so please post your 

wow moments in our wow post box that you will find as you enter Nursery.  

 

Once the children are fully settled in, we will send out a letter to invite 

you to join your child in Nursery for a ‘Stay and Play’ session.  This will 

give you the opportunity to play with your child in our Nursery 

environment.  

 

Our family ethos is central to our school and as such, we operate an 

‘Open-Door Policy’ where parents are actively encouraged to meet with 

staff to discuss any concerns at the earliest opportunity.  
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Your child’s progress will be reported to you informally on a regular basis 

or more formally at Open Days/ Evenings, which we will inform you about 

closer to the time. 

 

A report is sent home at the end of the academic year to celebrate your 

child’s achievements and to inform you of your child’s next steps.  

 

Please feel free to approach any member of our Nursery team with any 

concerns you may have about your child’s progress. 

 

 
Here are a few ideas of how to help your child at home; 
 

 Ask your child questions about what they are playing with or things 

they have made to encourage them to explain their ideas. 

 Read lots of stories to your child!  Promoting a love of reading in 

the early years gets them wanting to read! 

 Talk about numbers of personal significance (e.g. age) and look at 

numbers in the environment. 

 Extend your child’s vocabulary through experiences.  For example 

talk about the weather, seasonal changes, etc. 

 Actively participate in your child’s play and encourage them to 

develop their imagination, indoors and outside. 

 Encourage your child to take care of their own toileting needs. 

 Encourage your child to share and take turns. 
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A Typical Daily Routine 

 

Morning         Afternoon 
 

8.45  Doors open – free choice of activities    12.30 

 

9.00  First group time- register is taken    12:45 

  Teaching input     

  Plan – learn – review (indoors or outdoors) 

  (Choosing Time and focussed activities)     

  

10:00 Phonics         1.45 

 

10.15  Snack & Chat time        2.00 

 

10.30  Plan – learn – review (indoors or outdoors)   2:15 

(Choosing Time and focussed activities)     

 

11.30  Story         3.15 

 

11.45  Home time         3.30 

 

 

 

Each week your child will also take part in a P.E session in the school hall. 

We will have lots of fun dancing and using small and large apparatus.  We 

always encourage your children to take their own shoes and socks off and 

put them back on themselves so we ask that your child comes to school in 

sensible and manageable footwear.   

 

In addition, every week the Nursery children meet with Reception 

children in the school hall for an assembly.  During this time we sing our 

favourite songs, share our work and listen to stories. 
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How we settle your child into Nursery 

 
Home visit 

 
Home visits provide an ideal opportunity for staff to meet your child on 

an individual basis.  We find they help children settle into Nursery much 

easier and they enable staff to get to know your child much better. 

Furthermore it gives you an opportunity to discuss any concerns or 

anxieties and to pass on any relevant information.  We very much 

encourage you to sign up for a home visit during the welcome meeting or 

you can phone the school office to arrange a convenient day and time. 

 

Start dates 

 
We want your child to feel above all else happy and safe when they come 

into our Nursery.  We find that staggering children into Nursery in small 

groups helps them to feel socially and emotionally secure.  Starting times 

on their first day may also be flexible to enable staff to welcome new 

children individually and give them any extra support that they need.   

 

We realise that for some children this staggered entry may involve them 

starting Nursery at a slightly later date, but this method has proved 

successful in ensuring that children settle quickly and happily into 

Nursery life.  We believe this is in your child’s best interests and hope 

you will understand and support us in this. 

 

We know that some children will find it difficult to part from parents 

and may become upset or anxious.  In our many years of experience we 

have found that the best policy for parents and children is a swift 

goodbye.  We completely understand that a kiss goodbye and then 

handing your child over to a member of staff will be hard, but the staff 

will comfort and support your child.    
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Bringing and Collecting Children 

 
In order to benefit fully from the Nursery, your child must come 

regularly and stay for the whole session.  Children must be brought to 

and collected from Nursery by an adult.  

 

There are two Nursery sessions each day.  Each session can accommodate 

26 children with two members of staff.  

 

The Nursery door will open from 8.45am (morning) and 12.30pm 

(afternoon).  We ask that you wait on the footpath behind the green gate 

until the door is opened.  When collecting your child, we also ask that you 

do not come into school grounds until 11.40am and 3.25pm, as children use 

our outdoor area at all times of the day.  

 

At the beginning of the session, please bring your child into Nursery and 

help them to find their peg to hang their coat on.  

 

At the end of the session, again, please wait behind the green gate until 

the Nursery door is opened.  A member of Nursery staff will then call 

your child’s name when they see you and hand your child over to you. 

 

Please ensure that if someone different will be collecting your child at 

the end of their session, that you let a member of the Nursery staff 

know.    
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Outdoor Play  

 

 

 
 

Children love being outdoors!  Outdoor play has a positive impact on 

children’s sense of well-being and physical development.  Being outdoors 

offers opportunities to do things in different ways and on different 

scales than when indoors.  Therefore our outdoor area is accessed daily, 

in all weathers.  We ask that you bring a suitable coat to Nursery as well 

as some gloves, a scarf, a hat and wellies in winter, and a sun hat in 

summer.  
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School Uniform  

 
All school uniform is now available on line at www.ahyde.co.uk.  All items 

are printed with the new school Windmill logo and come in sizes 24” to 

32”.  

 

Once your child has started Nursery all items ordered can be delivered 

to school by A. Hyde or to your home if you prefer.  Please see the web 

site for details and prices. 

 

Things to remember: 

 

Please ensure your child wears sensible shoes to school. 

 

It is very much appreciated by staff if all of your child’s clothing is 

labelled with their name. 

 

Your child’s safety is paramount to us therefore we ask that you do not 

allow your child to wear jewellery of any kind to school.  During outdoor 

play and P.E, jewellery could potentially be dangerous, especially pierced 

ears.  
 

Snack Time 

 
Our school is part of the National Fruit Scheme which means every child 

will be provided with one piece daily towards their ‘five a day’.  Milk is 

also provided through an external company, Cool Milk, with whom you have 

to register your child to be able to receive the milk (details on how to 

register are included in this pack).  Under the age of 5 years, milk is 

provided free.  

 

Please feel free to send your child with a water bottle that is clearly 

labelled with their name, they will be able to access it throughout the 

session.  
 

 

http://www.ahyde.co.uk/
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Other useful information 
 

Sickness  
 

If your child is going to be absent, please contact the school office to let 

us know and give a reason for their absence.  Children must stay at home 

for 48 hours after the last bout of sickness or diarrhoea.  

 
 

Technology contributions 
 

We ask for a contribution of a £1 per term to cover the cost of baking 

ingredients and design technology materials.  This is payable at the start 

of the Autumn term. 

 

 

First Aid 
 

From time to time, children have accidents.  Any child who has a minor 

accident in the Nursery or Outdoor Learning Area will receive immediate 

treatment from a member of our team who are all fully qualified in 

Paediatric First Aid.  You will be informed of any minor injuries at the 

end of the Nursery session but will always contact you immediately if 

your child is distressed or if we are concerned about an injury. 

 

 

Medication 
 

Please ensure we are aware of any medication your child is taking.  If 

your child has asthma, please give an inhaler to a member of Nursery 

staff.  You will be asked to complete a care plan to support us in managing 

their asthma.  Any prescribed medication that needs to be administered 

during school time will have to have a medical form completed by you 

before you leave your child with Nursery staff.   
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Health and Safety 
 

 When taking your child to and from Nursery it is essential that you 

use the footpath.  At 11.45am and 12.30pm the main school is still in 

session and anyone could be entering or leaving the car park. 

 

 We are unable to offer you car-parking facilities as the school car 

park is a concealed entrance that runs across the children’s main 

footpath to school.  However, there is a disabled car parking space 

in the car park in order to assist children who have physical 

disabilities.  You must be a Disabled Badge holder to use this 

parking space.  Please inform the office if you need to use this 

facility. 

 

 Please park safely outside school.  It is very busy between 8:30am 

and 9:00am, and similarly between 3:15pm and 3:45pm.   

 

 When leaving the Nursery grounds and the school playground, 

please close and bolt both gates. 

 

 If you arrive with your child after the Nursery Session has started 

would you please sign your child in at the main school Reception 

Office before bringing them round to the Nursery. 

 

 Please fill in the Admission Form very carefully as the information 

is transferred for use in school. 

 

 Please inform us immediately of any changes to telephone numbers, 

address or contact details in case of an emergency. 
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Curriculum  

 
In September 2012 the Government introduced the revised curriculum 

called The ‘Early Years Foundation Stage’ (EYFS), for all children from 

birth to five years.  

The curriculum organises children’s learning into seven areas, which are: 

 

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

 Communication and Language 

 Physical Development 

 Literacy 

 Mathematics 

 Understanding the World 

 Expressive Arts and Design 

 

Activities are planned to ensure children develop their knowledge and 

practice their skills in all areas of learning.  At the beginning of each half 

term you will receive a parent overview that will give you an insight into 

the topics and activities that will be covered.  

 

The curriculum is delivered through well-planned play, using exciting, 

enjoyable resources that challenge all children.  There is always a lot on 

offer for children to access either independently, through adult led 

activities as well as through focused group times.  

 

Our staff are skilled at observing children’s learning and planning for the 

next steps in their development.  This ensures all children make progress 

and the activities are appropriate to the needs and interests of all 

children.  
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Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

 
(Essential for healthy development and future learning) 

 

How do we encourage Personal, Social and Emotional Development in school? 

We aim to help our children to develop a positive sense of themselves, and others; to form positive 

relationships and develop respect for others; to develop social skills and learn how to manage their 

feelings; to understand appropriate behaviour in groups; and to have confidence in their own abilities. 

  

What exactly is PSED? 

PSED is made up of the following aspects: 

 

Self-confidence and self-awareness:  children are confident to try new activities, and say why they 

like some activities more than others.  They are confident to speak in a familiar group, will talk about 

their ideas, and will choose the resources they need for their chosen activities.  They say when they 

do or don’t need help. 

 

Managing feelings and behaviour:  children talk about how they and others show feelings, talk about 

their own and others’ behaviour, and its consequences, and know that some behaviour is unacceptable.  

They work as part of a group or class, and understand and follow the rules.  They adjust their 

behaviour to different situations, and take changes of routine in their stride. 

 

Making Relationships:  children play co-operatively, taking turns with others.  They take account of 

one another’s ideas about how to organise their activity.  They show sensitivity to others’ needs and 

feelings, and form positive relationships with adults and other children. 

  

Why is it important to encourage PSED? 

If we want our children to be settled, happy and healthy members of the school community we need to 

ensure that they feel valued and special. Through a focus on PSED we can help them to build 

confidence and a feeling of security. All these things lead to children fulfilling their potential and 

getting the most out of their school experience. When we feel safe, secure and important we are more 

likely to take risks and try new things. Just think of it as the armbands our children need when they 

first start to swim! 

We also try to ensure everyone feels free to express their ideas and their feelings, such as joy, 

sadness, frustration and fear. By learning about these emotions we can help develop strategies to cope 

with new, challenging or stressful situations. Think of our feelings as the free kicks, corners and 

penalties a footballer practices over and over again. When they need to use those skills in a game they 

are confident and will cope well.  

 (PSRN) 

 
 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=children%20psed&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=_7wpP1ozUw3evM&tbnid=KhoCwZiw2elogM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.eduzone.co.uk/acatalog/Personalsocialandemotionaldevelopment01.html&ei=GhegU-GQKMva0QWV2oGwBA&psig=AFQjCNHv8R9QLSkwTyJMMtwR-rxOHhysrQ&ust=1403086971582378
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Communication and Language 
 

(Essential for healthy development and future learning) 
 
How do we encourage the development of Communication and Language skills in school? 

We aim to support children’s learning and competence in communication and language by providing 

plenty of opportunities to experience a rich language environment; to develop their confidence and 

skills in expressing themselves; and to speak and listen in a range of situations.   

 

What exactly is Communication and Language? 

Communication and Language is made up of the following aspects: 

 

Listening and Attention:  children listen attentively in a range of situations.  They listen to stories, 

accurately anticipating key events and respond to what they hear with relevant comments, questions or 

actions.  They give their attention to what others say and respond appropriately, while engaged in 

another activity.   

 

Understanding:  children follow instructions involving several ideas or actions.  They answer ‘how’ and 

‘why’ questions about their experiences and in response to stories or events.   

 

Speaking:  children express themselves effectively, showing awareness of listeners’ needs.  They use 

past, present and future forms accurately when talking about events that have happened or are to 

happen in the future.  They develop their own narratives and explanations by connecting ideas or 

events.   

 

Why is it important to encourage the development of Communication and Language skills? 

Speaking and listening skills are some of the most valuable tools we can equip our children with 

especially when it comes to letting others know what they need or how they feel. Generally we teach 

our children how to communicate without even realising it. Children learn best by imitating and having 

practical experiences.  By talking to our children and listening to them we are teaching them.  Just 

think of all the times you have coo-ed and made faces at a baby or encouraged them to wave goodbye. 

  

We aim to develop speaking and listening skills in our children as these are the best foundations for 

literacy.  The more experiences children can have of seeing and hearing language the more ready they 

will be to read and write.  We provide a wide range of ways for children to interact with others and a 

variety of resources to show their understanding, including mark making, drawing, modelling, role-play 

reading and writing. 

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=children%20circle%20time&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=Jh_Hjbnh7Wq0GM&tbnid=IT8-sHpdVywz_M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.school-portal.co.uk/GroupHomepage.asp?GroupID%3D1215606&ei=txagU5OeFaKk0QX5lYCYBQ&psig=AFQjCNG_rIEoKjH4ATUacSi-PFOlxRP0AQ&ust=1403086834826083
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Physical Development 
 

(Essential for healthy development and future learning) 
 
How do we encourage Physical Development in school? 

We aim to give children the opportunities to be active and interactive; and to develop their co-

ordination, control, and movement.  Children must also be helped to understand the importance of 

physical activity, and to make healthy choices in relation to food.   

 

What exactly is Physical Development? 

Physical Development is made up of the following aspects: 

 

Moving and handling:  is about how children show good control and co-ordination in large and small 

movements.  They move confidently in a range of ways, safely negotiating space.  They handle 

equipment and tools effectively, including pencils for writing.   

 

Health and self-care: children know the importance for good health of physical exercise, and a 

healthy diet, and talk about ways to keep healthy and safe.  They manage their own basic hygiene and 

personal needs successfully, including dressing and going to the toilet independently. 

 

 

Why is it important to encourage Physical Development? 

There are lots of common sense benefits to encourage children to be active and understand healthy 

food choices including good health, good habits and less chance of obesity in later life.  Just think 

about that feeling of wellbeing we get after a good exercise session or the lengths we go to get our 

children to eat fruit and vegetables. 

 

The smaller movements are just as important to our children.  Good pencil control helps with 

handwriting which in turn helps with writing down our ideas.  Using scissors with control means that we 

can make increasingly detailed collages.  Using a range of construction equipment with control means 

that we can then make bigger and better models.  Just think of all the jobs where good fine motor 

control is important- hairdressing, nursing, driving and teaching are just a few. 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=children%20exerci&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=48SXywaTLateNM&tbnid=mV1Xs3i9HJ2rzM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.5minutesformom.com/48716/exercising-as-a-whole-family-guest-post/&ei=7xWgU8fdDazY0QWR1oDICg&bvm=bv.68911936,d.ZWU&psig=AFQjCNFTLsOiTmDuZgriqm-POAxBxKw9Mw&ust=1403086696924129
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Literacy 
 

How do we encourage the development of Literacy skills? 

Our aim is to encourage children to link sounds and letters and to begin to read and write.  

Children must be given access to a wide range of reading materials (Books, poems, and other 

written materials) to ignite their interest.   

 

What exactly is Literacy? 

Literacy is made up of the following aspects: 

 

Reading:  children read and understand simple sentences.  They use phonic knowledge to 

decode regular words and read them aloud accurately.  They also read some common irregular 

words.  They demonstrate understanding when talking with others about what they have read. 

   

Writing:  children use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match their 

spoken sounds.  They also write some irregular common words.  They write simple sentences 

which can be read by themselves and others.  Some words are spelt correctly and others are 

phonetically plausible.  

 

Why is it important to encourage the development of Literacy skills? 

 

Children’s Literacy skills are required throughout life.  From reading their favourite books 

and magazines to making sense of the world around them, for example reading words on road 

signs, labels in shops etc.  Children learn these skills best through experimenting with a 

variety of texts, talking about what they see and answering questions about what they have 

seen, heard or read. 

 

We aim to develop skills in writing through purposeful play, allowing children to experiment 

with mark-making, then moving on to writing letters and later on in their learning, words and 

sentences.  Writing is also encouraged through planned, adult led activities where children’s 

interests are maintained through enjoyable first hand experiences before written work is 

attempted.  

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=children's%20book&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=6_Ba45-7GmM1yM&tbnid=Xp59chElEhoh0M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://hotcrossmum.blogspot.com/2011/10/what-books-are-you-reading-during.html&ei=phWgU-DWMYG20QWCwoC4CA&bvm=bv.68911936,d.ZWU&psig=AFQjCNFJPFxoQB62r5Ucdrpd7HpFKPOLbQ&ust=1403086603651400
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Mathematics 

 

How do we encourage development of Mathematics skills? 

Our aim is to encourage children to explore, enjoy, and talk about numbers, shape, and size. 

We provide opportunities to develop and improve their skills in counting, understanding and 

using numbers, calculating simple addition and subtraction problems; and to describe shapes, 

spaces, and measures.   

 

What exactly is Mathematics? 

Mathematics is made up of the following aspects: 

 

Numbers:  is about providing experiences which will enable children to know and use numbers 

and counting in play.  Eventually they will count reliably with numbers from 1 to 20, place 

them in order and say which number is one more or one less than a given number.  Using 

quantities and objects, they add and subtract two single-digit numbers and count on or back 

to find the answer.  They solve problems, including doubling, halving and sharing. 

   

Shape, space and measures:  is about how children use everyday language to talk about 

size, weight, capacity, position, distance, time and money to compare quantities and objects 

and to solve problems.  They recognise, create and describe patterns.  They explore 

characteristics of everyday objects and shapes and use mathematical language to describe 

them.  

 

Why is it important to encourage the development of Mathematics skills? 

Children’s mathematical development involves working with numbers, counting, sorting and 

matching.  With shape, space and measures children make connections, patterns and 

recognise relationships.  These are all essential life skills which enable us to solve everyday 

problems.  Just think about cutting up a cake to share.  Your mathematical skills allow you to 

count how many slices you need and judge where to cut the cake in order to give everyone the 

same size piece…or not!! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=numbers%201-10&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=xt_vcziMzRzdPM&tbnid=LRdjrBAkkd_OQM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/The-Number-Chart-1-10-493145&ei=XxWgU5iEFMub0AWi5IHgAQ&bvm=bv.68911936,d.ZWU&psig=AFQjCNGvYInwVLCTlD2qydw7NlGHyCyDMg&ust=1403086552817897
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Understanding the World  

 and Understanding of the World 

How do we encourage Understanding the World in school? 

Children must be supported in developing the knowledge, skills and understanding that help them to 

make sense of their physical world and their community though opportunities to explore, observe and 

find out about people, places, technology and the environment.  

 

What exactly is Understanding the World? 

Understanding the World is made up of the following aspects: 

 

People and communities:  children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the 

lives of family members.  They know that other children don’t always enjoy the same things, and are 

sensitive to this.  They know about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and 

among families, communities and traditions. 

 

The world:  children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials 

and living things.  They talk about the features of their own immediate environment and how 

environments might vary from one another.  They make observations of animals and plants and explain 

why some things occur, and talk about changes. 

 

Technology:  children recognise that a range of technology is used in places such as homes and 

schools.  They select and use technology for particular purposes. 

 

Why is it important to develop Understanding of the World? 

We learn about our world and the people in it in a number of ways. Not only can we explore it ourselves 

using all our senses, but we also hear about it from family and friends or even see things in books and 

on the television.  By providing a diverse range of experiences we help to make sure that our children 

can use all this information to build accurate ideas and a positive caring approach towards others.  By 

encouraging children to value both similarities and differences in people we hope to overcome 

stereotypes and negative attitudes.  

 

A key aspect of Understanding the World is children having the chance to find things out for 

themselves and putting ideas to the test.  We hope to build the confidence in our children to use their 

practical skills and knowledge together to decide what and how to investigate.  We all learn better by 

experiencing things for ourselves.  How many times have you heard some say that we learn from our 

own mistakes?  

 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=earth&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=23q4xJrRmmJiDM&tbnid=_9M1MKasby0CYM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://laughingplanetcafe.com/earth-day-and-laughing-planet-cafe/&ei=ARWgU8XwDaX40gX9wICICw&bvm=bv.68911936,d.ZWU&psig=AFQjCNFiE-pKxifS52sSR_TYi_VOL_R4BQ&ust=1403086459168655
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Expressive Arts and Design 

 
How do we encourage Expressive Arts and Design in school? 

We aim to develop children’s creativity by enabling them to explore and play with a wide range of 

media and materials, as well as providing opportunities and encouragement for sharing their thoughts, 

ideas and feelings through a variety of activities in art, music, movement, dance, role-play, and design 

and technology. 

 

 What exactly is Expressive Arts and Design? 

Expressive Arts and Design is made up of the following aspects: 

 

Exploring and using media and materials:  children sing songs, make music and dance, and experiment 

with ways of changing them.  They safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, 

experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function.   

 

Being imaginative:  children use what they have learnt about media and materials in original ways, 

thinking about uses and purposes.  They represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through 

design and technology, art, music, dance, role-play and stories. 

 

Why is it important to encourage Expressive Arts and Design? 

When being creative children are able to take risks they may not normally take.  They can rehearse 

situations giving them the confidence to approach them in real life.  Have you ever sung into a 

hairbrush in front of the mirror or practised what you were going to say to someone before you saw 

them? 

Our responses to what we see, hear and experience through our senses are individual and the way we 

represent our experiences is unique and valuable.  Just think about Picasso.  By providing children with 

a range of creative skills we allow them to express themselves in a way they feel most comfortable, 

whether that is drawing, painting, singing or dancing. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

More information about the ‘Early Years Foundation Stage Framework’ can be found on our school 

website: http://norton-inf.portal.doncaster.gov.uk or at www.foundationyears.org.uk 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=CF6tclJvNe_DrM&tbnid=A_65gy5glNMBzM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://artful-kids.com/blog/2011/03/27/childrens-art-jotters/&ei=OxSgU-6EPKTJ0AXl5ICoDA&bvm=bv.68911936,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNHQd3CFmLZB2rjzQjth8ndxNTjT8g&ust=1403086256044690
http://norton-inf.portal.doncaster.gov.uk/

