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Keeping you updated during difficult times
Dear Parents and Carers

As mentioned in the coronavirus updates, we will be
sending out a regular newsletter during the school
closure period. The purpose of this newsletter is to keep
everyone updated and to act as reminder that although
most of our pupils are at home, they are still part of our
community and are in our thoughts and prayers.
I would like to thank all of you again for your
continuing support for our schools during this national
emergency.

Alan Hardie
CEO
Northumberland Church of England Academy Trust

Do you have your own rainbow?
Children across the country who are learning
at home have been making rainbows to
display in their windows. This beautiful
example was created by Paris from Castle
School.

Care packages for pupils eligible for Free School Meals
Thank you once again for the patience shown by the families of pupils who are eligible for free school
meals. After a great deal of work and planning, and with the support of Northumberland County Council
School Transport, we will be delivering care packages for all pupils who are eligible for free school meals
next week. The care packages will contain food to the value of one week’s worth of free school meals.

Even though we have provided packed lunches at each campus this week, we’ve taken the decision that
the first delivery will cover the first week of school closure (week beginning Monday 23rd March). It will
be provided to all pupils eligible for free school meals, regardless of whether they have used the packed
lunch service or not. We’ve taken the decision to fund this ourselves, alongside providing a free lunch to
all children who still have to attend school, to show our support for our community at this difficult time.
Our suppliers are delivering the care packages to our campuses on Monday morning (30th March) and we
will begin distributing them from around 10 am. We hope to complete all of the deliveries on Monday, but
as around 30% of all of our pupils are eligible for free school meals, this does mean that we have a very
large number of deliveries to make.
I appreciate that this has taken a lot longer to put together than any of us hoped. Due to the large number
of pupils, we could not purchase enough supermarket vouchers for our needs. Our suppliers have also
been affected by increased demand through people needlessly and thoughtlessly stockpiling food. We
hope that the Department of Education’s national voucher scheme will be in place soon and are expecting
an announcement on this early next week. We have a back-up plan in place to organise another care
package delivery on Friday next week if the national voucher scheme is not in place.

A message from Sally Milner, NCEAT Chaplain
As I write this, the sun is shining, the skies are blue, I can see daffodils across the road but no one is

allowed out. These are very strange times and we are all trying to find ways of keeping busy or keeping
children calm and occupied. I am reminded of some verses from the Bible in the book of Isaiah when
the people of Israel were also in really tough times
Do not be afraid, for I have saved you;
I have called you by name; you are mine.
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;
when through rivers, they won’t sweep you away.
When you walk through fire, you won’t be scorched
and flame won’t burn you.
I am the Lord your God,
Almighty God, in this time of uncertainly and distress
Give peace to the worried and fearful
Give strength to those working in vital services
Give generous hearts to us all as we find ways to help each
other.
In the name of Jesus Christ who died and rose again.
Amen.

A prayer for any who are ill to say with our children
Dear God, (name of friend) is ill.
They are not allowed to go to school or come over to play.
I’m sad because I miss them.
They must be feeling miserable and lonely as well.
Please be close to them.
Please be with the people who are looking after them.
Please help them to get better and to know that you love them.
Amen.
I look forward to seeing everyone back in school and out and about when this is all over.
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