
  

 

LIGHThouse 
Enabling everyone in our community to let their light shine 

 

Issue 04— December 2018 

Seasons Greetings by Alan Hardie, CEO 

We have reached the end of our first term as a trust with three separate schools. Each school has its own unique identity 
but share the distinctive values of the Northumberland Church of England Academy Trust. I know that our students and 
staff are looking forward to their Christmas break and the chance to relax after working so hard during the autumn term. 
After the disappointment of the previous OFSTED report in 2017, 2018 has been a much more positive year. We had rec-
ord breaking results for Bishop’s Primary, a substantial improvement in GCSE results at Duke’s Secondary and Castle 
School finally being recognised in its own right as a school. Since I was appointed in February, I’ve been very impressed by 
the positive attitude of our students, the hard work and dedication of staff and governors and the desire of parents and 
carers to ensure that their children get the best possible education. I have seen significant positive change in a short peri-
od of time and I know that there is enormous potential in our community so I’m confident that 2019 will be the most suc-
cessful year in the history of NCEA. 

I hope that everyone in our community enjoys a happy and peaceful Christmas and a prosperous 2019.  
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Sally, Chaplain 

T here are lots of lovely parts to my 

role as Chaplain to our Trust 

schools, one of my favourite is seeing 

pupils grow up, gain in confidence and 

grow into mature young people ready 

to make their mark on the world.  I 

have seen Christmas performances 

across all of our schools.  I have lost 

count of the sheep, angels and shep-

herds I have seen.   My ears have been 

ringing with carols from services, con-

certs, care homes and hospital visits.  

Tiny nursery children I met when I ar-

rived are now in Year 5 and looking 

very grown up.  Shy young Year 7s in 

oversized blazers with sleeves hanging 

over their hands are now sophisticated 

sixth formers gliding elegantly around 

school.   

The baby who was born at Bethlehem, 

like our pupils does not stay a baby but 

grows to become, toddler, teenager 

and adult.  An adult that offers a new 

way of living, a way where serving oth-

ers not self is important.  Where eating 

and drinking with those that others 

reject and despise is the way to build a 

community and a kingdom.  Jesus is the 

light of the world shining in the dark-

ness.  My prayer is that our young peo-

ple also “Let their light shine”. 
 

”In him was life, and that life was the 

light of all mankind. 

The light shines in 
the darkness, 

and the darkness has 
not overcome it.” 

John 1: 4-5 

 

Christmas is a very special time in the Trust schools.  All the schools have their 
Christmas parties and performances, their fairs, carol concerts and their Christmas 
lunches.  It was lovely to hear Duke’s students entertain us all during the lunch pe-
riods with festive songs, accompanied  very ably by Mr Thompson, Musical Direc-
tor.  The nativity  and Christmas performances from all the campuses were a de-
light to watch for staff and parents/carers.   
 

Thank you to parents and carers for your continued support  with our fundraising 
and special events.   
 

We’d  like to wish you all a very peaceful and festive Christmas and  a Happy New 
Year. 

Students join in with the seasons’ festivities 

Lots of fun at Castle School 

Castle Makaton Choir  
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Tis the season......at Josephine  
Butler Primary’s Enterprise event 
 
It is the time of year when everywhere becomes a hive of activity prepar-
ing for Christmas and the build-up seems to get earlier and earlier. It is 
no different here at Josephine Butler Primary, but we try to harness this 
energy by having our annual Enterprise Week.  
Each class is given £50 from or ‘Friends of’ and challenged to make a 

profit. The children learn all about business; how to set up, plan, manu-

facture, cost, market, package and sell a wide range of items to sell. This 

culminates in our Christmas Fair. Company names are chosen, advertis-

ing is displayed and the competition is on! People are only just through 

the door when calls of ‘come and buy our homemade bags’, ‘tombola 

here!’ and ‘buy your Christmas decorations here!’ resonate around the 

hall. Classes look for new ways to package, advertise or sell their crea-

tions. 

This year the winning class made over £140 profit! They now need to 

decide how best to ‘re-invest’ this. In the past classes have bought toys for 

‘wet play’, sent money to buy a cow for an village in Africa, built a 

memory garden or had a cinema treat day. 

The energy continues as we embark on 10 Christmas Performances, card 

making, calendar making, choir recitals and class parties. The children 

are tired but happy and the staff are exhausted but content. 

Each year we approach December with all that it holds and we take the 

opportunity to sit alongside the children, surrounded by glitter, glue and 

cotton wool, listening to their tales of naughty elves, visits to Santa and 

dreams for the year to come.  

Each year we are astounded by this community - a community that 

shows how much it cares. The support and generosity we receive for our 

Fair, our performances, our charity fundraising is truly amazing. People 

really do still care, our children really do care. Our friends at Age UK 

thanked us for our support this year by saying ‘Everybody needs some-

body  and we ‘re so pleased the older people of Northumberland have 

you’. 

Nativity Performance, Josephine Butler Primary 

‘Tis the season to be 
jolly - Year 1 from 
Thomas Bewick were 
feeling the magic this 
December and were 
extremely excited to 
visit the National 
Trust, Gibside for a 
Christmas trail.  

After the long bus 
journey, they were 
welcomed by a fan-
tastic team of staff who played Christmas games, sang Christmas 
songs and learnt about Christmas in the beautiful walled gardens 
and wooded areas. The frosty weather only added to the magic 
and Year 1 particularly enjoyed roasting marshmallows on a little 
campfire in 
the woods. 
It was truly 
a beautiful 
winter 
wonder-
land expe-
rience and 
they made 
memories 
they will 
never for-
get!  

Thomas Bewick campus visit 

Gibside for Christmas 
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Early Years 

James Knott Campus 

Years 1, 2, 3 and EYFS 

Thomas Bewick Campus 
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Social Friday for our Young Leaders 

Some of the Year 6 children from Josephine Butler Primary Campus are doing 

their ‘Young Leaders Award’ and have adopted Age UK Northumberland as  their 

community project. 

They have created a sensory garden and they sing at various events at The Round 

House. This term, they have also been supporting ‘Social Fridays’; an opportunity 

for both communities to come together to make things, while chatting and shar-

ing stories. This week our Young Leaders helped to make Christmas decorations.  

Carols, crafting and chatting were the order of the day! 

Carol singing at Sanderson  
Arcade 
 

Some of the choir from Josephine Butler Primary went along to 

Sanderson arcade to support Age UK Northumberland. They sang 

beautifully and raised 3218.98 in just one hour! 

This will enable Age UK to make 43 befriending calls on their Friend-

ship Line. 

Enterprising students rise to 

the challenge 
 

Everyone  at Castle School was very proud of 

Faye and Jasmine who did an outstanding job 

representing the school at the Enterprise Fair in 

Morpeth. 
 

This was a fantastic opportunity and experience 

for our Sixth Form. 
 

Well done! 
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Year 7 Skated their way into  

Christmas at Beamish! 
 

T his year was the third annual Year 7 trip to Beamish Open Air 

museum. Fifty students got the chance to visit the museum; 

going down the pit, taking a ride on a tram, visiting the sweet shop, 

meeting the farm animals and the scary dentist in town. 

They then got 

to enjoy the 

spirit of Christ-

mas at the 

Frost Fair 

where they 

were able to 

try ice skating; 

some for the 

very first time.  

They also got 

to try the fun 

fair games and activities followed by a lovely, warming hot choco-

late.   

The Beamish staff were very impressed with the students and said 
some of them were naturals on the ice! 
 
 

Coffee Morning for St Andrew’s  
Community 
 

M embers of the St 
Andrew’s Church 

community enjoyed a spark 
of Christmas spirit when 
they were welcomed to the 
Josephine Butler campus to 
enjoy a coffee morning, 
planned and prepared by 
Duke’s Health & Social Care 
students.     
    

 
  
The coffee morning was a taste 
of NCEA hospitality for Associ-
ate Priest, Father John Swinhoe, 
who joined the Seaton Hirst 
Parish in September.  

 

Mr Hardie  and Mr Gibson wish  
Mrs Shirley Dickinson, Duke’s Secondary School,  a happy 

retirement after 34 years service 

Margaret Gibson, Castle School,  

retires following 17 years service   

Staff who are retiring at Christmas 

Staff and students will be saying a fond farewell to the       

following staff members who are retiring at Christmas: 

 

Mr McLeod, teacher at Grace Darling Campus  

 

Mrs Brenda Bell, TA at James Knott Campus   

 

Mrs Shirley Dickinson, Senior Science Technician, 
Duke’s Secondary School  
 

          Mrs Margaret Gibson, Head of Secondary,  
          Castle School 
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NCEA CCF Annual Dinner 

December 2018 

NCEA CCF  are always in demand to play at events during Christmas 
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Upcoming Events and Term Dates 2019 How to contact us: 
 

 NCEA Trust 

Interim CEO: Mr Alan Hardie 
 01670 816111 
E: ceo@ncea.org.uk 
 
 

 NCEA Castle School 

Josephine Butler Campus 
Academy Road, Ashington 
NE63 9FZ 
Principal: Mrs Sara Wild 
 01670 844322 
E: admin.cs@ncea.org.uk 
 
 

 NCEA Duke’s Secondary School 

Josephine Butler Campus 
Academy Road, Ashington 
NE63 9FZ  
Principal: Mr Steve Gibson 
  01670 816111 
E: admin.dss@ncea.org.uk 
 
 

 NCEA Bishop’s Primary School 

Principal: Mrs Melanie Hinson 
E: admin.bps@ncea.org.uk 
 
 

 Grace Darling Campus 

Central Parkway 
Newbiggin by the Sea  
NE64 6RT  
Head of Infants Campus: Mrs Wilson 
Head of Junior Campus: Mrs Cole 
  01670 812019 
 

 James Knott Campus 

Norham Road, Ashington 
NE63 0LF  
Head of Campus: Mrs Mullen 
 01670 813219 

 

 Josephine Butler Primary Cam-

pus 
Academy Road, Ashington 
NE63 9FZ 
Head of Campus: Mrs Marriott 
01670 815444 

 

 Robert Stephenson Campus  
(Early Years) 
Thorntree Gardens,  
Ashington NE63 9TA 
Director of EYFS: Mrs Lishman 
  01670 812368 

 

 Thomas Bewick Campus 

Moorhouse Lane,  
Ashington NE63 9LP 
Head of Campus: Mrs McGrath 
 01670 812075 

 

 William Leech Campus 

Lynemouth, Morpeth  
NE61 5TR 
Acting Head of Campus:  
Mrs Williamson 

  01670 860267 

7 Jan 2019 School re-opens to students 

23 Jan Year 10 Parents’ Evening, Duke’s Secondary School 

30 Jan Duke’s Secondary  School Student Photography 

11 Feb Parents’ Evening—Castle School Secondary 3.15-5.30pm 

12 Feb Parents’ Evening—Castle School Primary 3.15-5.30pm 

13 Feb Year 9 immunisations, Duke’s Secondary School 

15 Feb School closes for February half-term break 

25 Feb School re-opens to students 

5 April School closes for Easter break 

23 April School re-opens to students 

6 May MAY DAY 

24 May School closes for summer half-term break 

3 June School re-opens to students 

26 June TEACHER TRAINING DAY 

19 July School closes   

Get ready – we are 
launching online  
payments soon! 
 

To be part of the system, we 
must have an up to date email 
address for you, and the latest 
data collection sheets ask for 
this – please complete it fully 
wherever you can. 

Please contact individual campuses/schools for further details 


