
  

 

Evocative, mysterious, atmospheric, spooky, hilarious, lyrical, ingenious and unusual are just some of the adjectives Ross Montgomery 

used to describe the creative writing of pupils at Bishop’s Primary and Duke’s Secondary. 

Ross Montgomery is an award winning author, who set KS2 and KS3 pupils the task of writing a story based on the titles: ‘The Dog’s 

secret’ and ‘Room on the 13th  Floor.’  He short listed  stories from a huge selection, met with selected pupils, and discussed ways to 

become a writer.  His top tips were to read loads; write loads; never give up and to get out and live a life (and always carry a notebook 

because you never know when an interesting thing could happen!) 

Following the presentation, pupils explored the wonderful, walled garden at Alnwick.  Discovering the mystery of the bamboo maze, 

swinging in the Cherry Orchard and watching the Grand Cascade, all added to the fun and excitement of a memorable day. 

LIGHThouse 
Enabling everyone in our community to let their light shine 
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When I was appointed as Interim CEO, one of the ways that I felt we could improve sig-
nificantly was in our communications with parents and carers. In the October newsletter, 
we launched a home-school communications survey and I’m delighted that we received 
almost 400 responses.  I would like to thank everyone who took part in the survey and 
gave us some valuable information that we will use to improve our communications. The 
key points from the survey and our responses are set out below. 

How would you rate the  
effectiveness of NCEA Trust’s home-school communi-
cations?  You said: 
 
Our response: 

It’s clear from the survey that we need to do more to 
improve communications. As part of our Development Plan 2018-19  [click here] we are 
reviewing all of our communications systems and aim to make significant improvements 
in how and when we communicate with home. Firstly, on how we communicate, we 
asked if you would like to us to move to an electronic system: 
 
Do you agree with NCEA moving to a mainly electronic 
based communications system?  You said: 
 
You also had a strong preference for us to  
communicate by text (83%) and email (44%), with less 
than one third of you thinking that letters home were 
the best way to communicate with home.  
 
Our response: 
We will move to a mainly electronic home-school communication system, using texts and 
emails from our schools. We are updating our current system during December and aim 
to roll this out during January.  We will check existing contact details and send out re-
quests for those parents and carers who would like to sign up for electronic communica-
tions but haven’t given us email or mobile number to register. 
 
Would you like to be able to pay for school  
meals, trips, etc using an electronic system?  You 
said: 
 
Our response: 
We will be introducing an electronic  payment system 
next term to make it easier for parents and carers to 
pay for meals, trips, etc online.  
 

Other specific queries or suggestions from the survey: 

Communications Survey by Alan Hardie 

You said Our response 

It’s often difficult to contact 
staff at Duke’s School. 

We review the system for passing messages to staff so that this is more effective. We will put in place a clear system to 
explain how information is passed to the right person and set out our expected response times. 

Can we please have more 
notice for events? 

We fully accept this has been an issue at times. We will work harder to give you more advanced notice of all events and 
will add events to the parent calendars on the school websites as early as possible. 

The website needs  
improving 

We’ve created a website for each school and a trust website. This is still in development but should be completed in 
December. 

Can we contact schools by 
text or email? 

We are investigating the use of an electronic ‘Contact Us’ system as part of electronic communications system. 

What if I don’t have access 
to email or text? 

We will still use paper-based systems for parents and carers who don’t have access to emails or texts. 

Can you put more infor-
mation on social media? 

We have added Twitter feeds to the school and trust websites and in our communications review we will look at how we 
can expand our use of social media. 

CEO and Trustee Drop-Ins 

I was delighted to have the chance to 

speak to some of you at the Year 11 

and Year 13 Parents and Carers’ 

Evening last week at the first of our 

new ‘CEO and Trustee drop-ins’. The 

purpose of this is to give parents and 

carers an informal opportunity to 

meet with me and our trustees 

(governors) for a chat or just to say 

‘hello’, so that you know who were 

are and what we do.  We will be 

offering this opportunity again in the 

new year and we will be visiting the 

other campuses. We hope this will 

help improve our communications 

with parents and carers, and will be 

seen as part of the improvement in 

communications and greater trans-

parency we aim to develop. 

 

Sonni, TB Campus, receives his prize for 
naming the newsletter from Mr Hardie. 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1FxyJSrGe36s5xi0GzgAj8YVrvOAp9cAf
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Sally, Chaplain 

 
As the weeks whizz by, the days get 

shorter and the Christmas decorations 

start to appear  our schools are trans-

formed too.  Caretakers dig out the 

staging.  I discover I have mislaid two 

sets of fairy lights.  Our catering staff 

plan the annual Christmas lunch cam-

paign to produce an even tastier treat.  

Teachers are busy with rehearsals for 

plays and concerts, other staff are cre-

ating fresh costumes from preloved 

items.  Pupils master lines and tunes in 

addition to the normal round of les-

sons.  Then in just a couple of weeks 

the doors will be open, the chairs will 

be out and we will be ready to wel-

come families and guests, not just to 

watch and listen but to share.  Share in 

the retelling of the greatest story, of a 

baby, born in poverty, in an obscure 

corner of the Roman Empire who in his 

short life would say and do the most 

extraordinary things.  Thank you to 

everyone that works so hard to bring 

this story of Jesus’ birth to life each 

year.  I look forward to seeing and 

hearing the wondrous story being re-

told in packed halls in Lynemouth, 

Newbiggin by the Sea and Ashington. 

For a child has been born for us, 

    a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; 

    and he is named 

Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 

    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  

Isaiah 9: 6 

Careers 
 

It’s been another busy term in the careers calendar with lots of activities for students to 
help prepare them for the world of work. Highlights included: 
 

 A new group of Year 9 girls starting the Girls Get SET programme at Baker Hughes in 
Cramlington: raising awareness of careers in 
science, engineering and technology with this 
global oil and gas company 

 Year 10 attending the Newcastle Univer-
sity challenge day: in teams students had to 
work out how they were going to tackle some 
of the world’s global issues such as climate 
change, access to water and poverty 

 Sixth Form continuing their Career Ready 
programme: visiting partner-employers and 
participating in employer-led masterclasses 
on such topics as interview techniques, as-

sessment centres and how to make the most of networking opportunities 

 Years 7-9 Rail Club and a visit this term to the Rail Academy in Gateshead: students 
had an opportunity to wear PPE and work on a real railway constructed in the centre 

 

Duke’s Secondary 
school was reassessed 
for the Quality in Ca-
reers Standard award 
in July 2018 and is 
now designated as 
Investor in Careers 
status for a further 3 
years until 2021. 
Duke’s has also suc-
cessfully applied to 
become a lead school 
in the new North East 
Careers Hub, meaning 
it will take a leading 
role in supporting 
other schools in the 
region to improve their careers education and guidance.  
 
The school continues to work towards achieving all eight Gatsby Benchmarks (see school 
website) and receives tremendous support from local employers such as ORE Catapult 
(our Enterprise Adviser), Bernicia, the NHS, Akzo Nobel and Northumberland County 
Council to do this. Many more employers support the school through events such as the 
annual World of Work Day and 6th form employment and training workshops and for this 
we are extremely grateful. 

Lisa's Little 'Uns 
 

Lisa Shaw from BBC Radio 
Newcastle visited James 
Knott to record some snip-
pets for her radio pro-
gramme ' Lisa's little 'uns.' 
Ten children from Year 1 to 
Year 3 described a picture 
without using the word, 
which was very difficult. 
They will be featured on 
Lisa's programme soon.  
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Students out and about—at 

home 

Thomas Bewick at  
Alnwick Gardens 
 
Year 5 and 6 from Thomas Bewick 
campus had a fantastic day at Alnwick 
Gardens meeting author,  
Ross Montgomery.  Our own, Aidan 
Gardner, was awarded with runner-up 
in the creative writing competition for 
his fantastic story, The Dog's Secret. 
Ross Montgomery gave our budding 
writers some fantastic tips and in-
spired them by sharing his own jour-
ney into writing. We ended the day by 
exploring the gardens, getting a bit 
wet in the fountain and not getting 
lost in the maze. Brilliant memories!  

Remembrance 

The James Knott mini police proudly marched through Ashington to cele-
brate 100 years since the Armistice before laying a poppy wreath at the 
cenotaph. The children were congratulated on their new roles by the Mike 
Slaughter from the Town Council, Ian Lavery MP and Councillor Marjorie 
Chambers, the Civic Head of Ashington. 

The Christmas  
Journey 
 

A group of primary children from Castle 
School went on a visit to St Andrews and 
St Marks Church in Newbiggin to take 
part in the Christmas Journey. Everyone 
had a fantastic time and enjoyed going on 
a magical, sensory journey to hear the 
story of the very first Christmas. 

French partner school 

visit to Duke’s  

On Monday and Tuesday 19-20 
November,  we had our partner 
school from Troyes, France visit-
ing us. They went into lessons 
with students and even had a 
private performance of some 
songs from “We will rock you” 
with our Music teacher,  
Mr Thompson, and his students. 
Here is what some of the French 
students had to say about their 

visit: 
 

“The British school we went to was huge and modern, unlike our school in France. I think it’s 
great that the British school gather students together from different ages and grades because it 
may enable pupils to help each other.” Marie 
“British food is very different from French food, but I like it!” Laurine. 
“What I liked was spending time in the school, meeting other students and discovering different 
ways to learn.” Silvia Emilie. 
“The French class was very fun. The students I spoke to were very open-minded.” Hugo. 
“This school is very colourful and full of posters. It is a very inspiring school.” Julie. 



5 

 

This month we had the opportunity to take part in an Erasmus project visit to 
Mallorca with some of our Year 10 Spanish and Art students. Our Spanish 
hosts arranged lots of interesting activities for us; including guided tours of 
art galleries, a train ride through the mountains to the stunning town of Sol-
ler and a shopping challenge in their local market. The students behaved im-
peccably, learned a lot about Mallorcan culture and ,of course, practiced 
their Spanish! We really hope that we can continue the partnership with the 
school in Sineu. 

And abroad... 

MALLORCA 

KENYA 

Here are a few of the things our students said : 
 

“The memorial for the twin towers was a weird 
and a shocking experience that I’m glad I got to 
have, because up until I saw what actually hap-
pened, it didn’t seem as if it mattered as much to 
me because I wasn’t affected by it.” Regan 
 

“New York was really busy, full of loads of differ-
ent cultures. I enjoyed the views and the food. I 
loved going shopping in all the shops.” Ellie 
 

“The 9/11 memorial was incredible and really 
interesting.” Olivia 
 

“I enjoyed the theatre show because it was really 
funny.” Tegan 

NEW YORK 

Students bring a touch of  
Geordie folklore to Kenya  
 
“The local Maasi tribe held a celebration in 
our honour; we were all blessed and celebrat-
ed on our entry into the village. There was a 
party afterwards for everyone although we 
thought it was a bit smokey! The Maasi love 
song and dance so we sang ‘Blaydon Races’ 
for the Maasi before we left.” Ms Fletcher 
 
During this year’s volunteering project in 
Nairobi,  Sixth Form students helped to build 
2 roads, cook food and clear a swimming 
hole of debris, amongst other much needed 
help and  support.  
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Jack heads to the finals 
with Sunderland AFC 
 

On 11th November Jack  took 
part in the Premier League 
U12 Christmas Truce Tourna-
ment with SAFC at RAF 
Cosford.  Jack and his SAFC 
team mates qualified top of 
their group (having not con-
ceded a goal & beating Man-
chester City, Liverpool, Mid-
dlesbrough, Stoke City & 
drawing with West Brom), 
which means they will take 
part in the finals being held in 
Belgium in December.  Good 
luck, Jack from all at NCEA! 

Year 8 netball  Year 8 football 

Year 11 rugby 

VI  Form football 
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NCEAsport is thriving 

NCEA excel at the County Cross Country trials 
 

Well done to our team of NCEAsport cross-country runners who competed in the East Northumberland 
championships at Woodhorn (see pic below).  We had a record number of athletes who qualified to  

represent East Northumberland: 

 
 Kira Alder 
 Dakota Allan 
 Emily Brown 
 Aaron Chungh 

 Jack Daley 
 Ellee Farr 
 Kirsten Leonard 
 

 Amy Marshall 
 Lewis O’Connor 
 Libby Rees 
  

 Ruby Riches 
 Serign Touray 
 Brandon Wright 

Special mention to  
Amy Marshall and  
Serign Touray who were 1st 
and 2nd in the Year 7 races 

           MON: 3.20: Y10/11 RUGBY and GIRLS NETBALL 
  * LUNCH: GIRLS FOOTBALL 
 
 TUES: 3.20: BASKETBALL and Y7/8/9 RUGBY 
  * LUNCH: Y8/9 Futsal 
 
 WED: 3.20: GIRLS RUGBY 
  * 8.05 MORNING: Trampolining + Fitness 
  * LUNCH: GCSE Volleyball 
 
 THURS: 3.20: Football 
  * 8.05 MORNING: Basketball CLUB 
 
 FRI: * LUNCH: Y7 FUTSAL 

Extra—Curricular 

Sport with Duke’s 
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Children in Need 

 

Important Information 

for Parents/Carers 
 

 

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 
 

Research suggests that children who are 
absent from school may never catch up 
on the learning they have missed, which 
may ultimately affect exam and test 
results.  As a parent/carer, you can 
demonstrate your commitment to your 
child’s education by not allowing your 
child to miss school for anything other 
than an exceptional and unavoidable 
reason.  
 
The Education Act (1996) requires par-
ents to ensure their child attends school 
regularly. There is no automatic right to 
take your child out of school during 
term time.  The law does allow school 
principals to consider individual re-
quests to authorise a leave of absence in 
exceptional circumstance(s).  
 
It is the parent’s responsibility when 
submitting the request to provide all the 
information and evidence to prove ex-
ceptional circumstances, please provide 
information and/or the reason on the 
form when this is submitted for consid-
eration. 
 
Any request for authorised leave of 
absence must be made at least two 
weeks in advance and the school may 
invite the parent/carer(s) in to discuss 
the request before a decision is made.  If 
a decision is made to authorise the 
leave of absence it is expected that your 
child’s attendance will be of a satisfacto-
ry level both prior to and after the date 
covered by the request.  If the decision 
is to refuse the request and then subse-
quently time is taken, this will be rec-
orded as unauthorised.  At this point 
further action may be taken. 
 
Forms are available from our website or 
school receptions and should be re-
turned to learnerwelfare@ncea.org.uk 

Castle School pupils had a great 
time raising money for Children 
in Need.  As well as lots of Pud-
sey-themed dressing up, plenty 
of Pudsey fundraising too! 

Anti-bullying week at James Knott T he children at James 
Knott started anti-

bullying week wearing odd 
socks to celebrate how we are 
all different. They then spent 
time during the week discuss-
ing what bullying is and what 
to do if they feel that they are 
being bullied. Each class pre-
sented their posters, thoughts 
and ideas to the rest of the 
campus. Reception class recit-
ed their class motto of:  
 

Kind hands, Kind feet,  

Kind words. 

Children get creative at William Leech 

The children of William Leech took part in a Crea-

tive Arts and DT week with a focus on Art, DT and 

Cookery. The children from the 2 Year Old provi-

sion up to Year 6 thoroughly enjoyed the week. 

There was an incredible selection of different 

foods made and a beautiful range of art work com-

pleted. Their work was then displayed in the 

school library for parents and carers to see.  

During creative 

week, the Year 

2 at William 

Leech, have 

been learning 

about the festi-

val of Holi.  They explored the meaning of this 

"festival of colour" and were inspired to write 

poems about colours.   

They have made Holi greeting cards using blow 

painting techniques and found an excellent use 

mailto:learnerwelfare@ncea.org.uk
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Duke’s secures 33,600 Euros in funding from Erasmus 
 

This year, Mr Kell  from the maths faculty, has secured a huge 33,600 Euros worth of funding to run two international projects. 
 
The main project —Maths Routes around Europe, is about developing maths trails in each of our partner regions and secured 29,000 
Euros.  We are partnered with schools in Spain, Poland, Croatia and Portugal and expect to be able to take  25 students in total to the 
partner schools. 
 
The second project is the Garden of Eden project which is with a Flemish partner, and about developing and designing a school yard 
appropriate for all age groups in the school as well as the local community.  The school has 3,500 students! 
 
Recently, we have also taken 21 students to Mallorca as part of the Erasmus art and literacy project—read about it on page 5. 

Support your school 
 

We’ve registered with easyfundraising 

and we need your help!  

 

easyfundraising is a great website 

where you can help NCEA Trust raise 

funds simply by doing your everyday 

online shopping with over 3,300 big 

name retailers like Amazon, Argos, 

John Lewis, ASOS, Booking.com, eBay, 

Boden, and M&S. 

 

Every time you shop, we receive a 

small donation to say ‘thank you’ and 

it’s completely free too! We want 

raise as much as possible so please 

sign up and help us at   

www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/

FREE SCHOOL MEALS 
 

If you think you may be entitled to 
free school meals for your child, 
please contact any of our campuses 
to find out more, or go online at the 
Northumber-land County Council 
website: 

https://
www.northumberland.gov.uk/
Education/Schools/Meals.aspx 

 

Or you can give the council a ring on 

01670 623592. 

Musical Moments in Castle 

Jim, from the County Music 

Team, visits Castle School every 

Tuesday afternoon.  The chil-

dren in Louise's class love to 

hear him play the accordion.  He 

plays some of his own music 

and then joins in with favourite 

class songs too 
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Upcoming Events  How to contact us: 
 

 NCEA Trust 

Interim CEO: Mr Alan Hardie 
 01670 816111 
E: ceo@ncea.org.uk 
 
 

 NCEA Castle School 

Josephine Butler Campus 
Academy Road, Ashington 
NE63 9FZ 
Principal: Mrs Sara Wild 
 01670 844322 
E: admin.cs@ncea.org.uk 
 
 

 NCEA Duke’s Secondary School 

Josephine Butler Campus 
Academy Road, Ashington 
NE63 9FZ  
Principal: Mr Steve Gibson 
  01670 816111 
E: admin.dss@ncea.org.uk 
 
 

 NCEA Bishop’s Primary School 

Principal: Mrs Melanie Hinson 
E: admin.bps@ncea.org.uk 
 
 

 Grace Darling Campus 

Central Parkway 
Newbiggin by the Sea  
NE64 6RT  
Head of Junior Campus: Mrs Wilson 
Head of Senior Campus: Mrs Cole 
  01670 812019 
 

 James Knott Campus 

Norham Road, Ashington 
NE63 0LF  
Head of Campus: Mrs Mullen 
 01670 813219 

 

 Josephine Butler Primary Cam-

pus 
Academy Road, Ashington 
NE63 9FZ 
Head of Campus: Mrs Marriott 
01670 815444 

 

 Robert Stephenson Campus  
(Early Years) 
Thorntree Gardens,  
Ashington NE63 9TA 
Director of EYFS: Mrs Lishman 
  01670 812368 

 

 Thomas Bewick Campus 

Moorhouse Lane,  
Ashington NE63 9LP 
Head of Campus: Mrs McGrath 
 01670 812075 

 

 William Leech Campus 

Lynemouth, Morpeth  
NE61 5TR 
Acting Head of Campus:  
Mrs Williamson 

  01670 860267 

5-6 Dec 2018 WL  Years R, 1 and 2 Christmas performance 9am 

6 Dec 2018  JBP Christmas Fair, 4pm Secondary Hall, Primary Hall and Atrium 

 WL Years R, 1 and 2 Christmas performance, 2pm 

 WL Carols by Candlelight, 4pm 

10 Dec 2018  JK Years 4, 5 & 6 Christmas performances, 2pm and 4pm 

 WL Years 3, 4, 5 & 6 Christmas performance 2pm 

11 Dec 2018  JK Years 1, 2 and 3 Christmas performances,, 9.30am and 2pm 

 WL Years 3, 4, 5 & 6 Christmas performance 2pm 

11-17 Dec 2018 JBP Christmas performances (see JBP newsletter for more  
information) 

12 Dec 2018 JK EYFS performance 9.30am 

13 Dec 2018 JK  EYFS performance 9.30am 

14 Dec 2018 WL Christmas Fayre 1.30pm 

17 Dec 2018 Duke’s School Year 11 Music Recital concert, 6pm 

18 Dec 2018  JBP Christmas lunch 

 WL Nursery Christmas performance 

19 Dec 2018 JK Christmas dinner and Jumper Day 

19 Dec 2018 Duke’s School Carol Concert 

21 Dec 2018  JBP Christmas Jumper Day 

 JK Christingle Service at St John’s Church, Ashington 9.30am 

 WL Christingle Service 9.15am 

21 Dec 2018 Last day of term—see the website for details of schools’  
closing times www.ncea.org.uk 

7 Jan 2019 School re-opens to students 

Please contact individual campuses/schools for  
further details 

Get ready – we are 
launching online  
payments soon! 
 

To be part of the system, we 
must have an up to date email 
address for you, and the latest 
data collection sheets ask for 
this – please complete it fully 
wherever you can. 


