
  

 

Our first half term of 2018-19 has been a very positive start for the three schools in Northumberland Church of England 
Academy Trust.  It’s been a pleasure to welcome our new students into nursery, reception, Year 7 and Year 12. They’ve 
made a great start and a positive impression during their first eight weeks. It’s also been fantastic to see the generosity of 
support from students and parents/carers for our harvest collections, helping us to support the most vulnerable people in 
our community. This generosity is very much appreciated, particularly when continued austerity means that many in our 
community struggle at times. 

We are working hard to improve our communications with parents and carers, with this monthly newsletter hopefully 
helping to give you more information and news about our schools. We are also updating the NCEA website, which now 
includes separate sections for each of the three schools.  We are updating our NCEA policies so that they are clearer and 
easier to follow; these are being added to the web site as they are updated. We have published the NCEA Development 
Plan for 2018-19 on the web site [click here] so that everyone can see the priorities for improvement and what we intend 
to do to make sure that we do even better. Finally, we’ve launched a communications survey [click here] to ask parents 
and carers about the best ways we can share information with home and how we can improve our communications with 
you. 

LIGHThouse 
Enabling everyone in our community to let their light shine 

Working together for a brighter future by Alan Hardie, CEO 

Issue 02— October 2018 

Bishop’s Primary pupils explore space—full story on page 2 

http://ncea.org.uk/governors/trust-development-plan/
https://goo.gl/forms/ETj5IBUwdsHvYRHc2
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I n the 
last 

two weeks 
I have 
been to a 
funeral 
and to a 
wedding, 
two very 
important 
events 
where 

people have chosen to come to 
church to share joy and sorrow.  The 
two events had love at their core; 
love of family and friends for some-
one who had died and love of hus-
band and wife.  Neither service was 
straight forward; the funeral was for 
a young man who had died at a 
young age while the bride at the 
wedding was terminally ill.  I was 
reminded of how precious life is and 
how fragile. 
 
Life is something to be treasured, to 
be taken seriously; it is a loving gift 
from God who is love itself. 
As we approach the 100th anniver-
sary of the end of the First World 
War in which thousands upon thou-
sands died, many in the most appal-
ling conditions one way that we can 
honour their sacrifice is by commit-
ment to life and to love.  Not the 
love that is shallow or short lived 
but the total commitment and dedi-
cation to fullness of life not just for 
us but for all.  We can fight for jus-
tice and against poverty and equali-
ty, for restoration of our environ-
ment and against pollution and de-
struction, for peace and the building 
up of communities locally and glob-
ally. 
 
If we are asked to give an account of 
our life, as I believe as a Christian we 
will be, what will we say we did with 
our gift of life? 
 

“God is love. Whoever lives in love 

lives in God, and God in them.  

This is how love is made complete 

among us so that we will have 

confidence on the day of  

judgment”  

At the start of the Autumn term, 
just over 30 Year 6 pupils from the 
five Bishop's Primary campuses 
joined the Northumberland Space 
Programme based at Woodhorn 
Museum. The pupils worked with 
"Hand Of”, a charity providing 
young people with enriching, cultur-
al and highly creative experiences 
within their local region. In partner-
ship with The University of Newcas-
tle, the Northumberland Archives 
and Kielder Observatory, the Year 6 
pupils spent seven days working 
with experimental composer, 
Andy Ingamells and astrophysicist,  

Dr. Chris Hales.  
 
The pupils developed their commu-
nication and social skills, ability to 
work within a team, leadership skills 

Competition Result 

W ell done to Sonni from the 

Thomas Bewick Campus who 

won the competition to name the 

monthly newsletter.  Mr Hardie thought 

the name of ‘LIGHThouse’ was very apt.  

Mr Hardie is on his way with your prize! 

 

Pupils explore SPACE at Woodhorn Museum 

Their self confidence visibly  
increased over the seven days  

and most im-
portantly, personal 
resilience.  
 
Their self confidence visibly in-
creased over the seven days and the 
project culminated in a public perfor-
mance at Woodhorn Museum on Tues-
day, 18th September. After the project 
a Year 6 pupil told his parents: "I want 
to do it all over again!" We would like 
to thank the pupils, parents and all the 
adults who made this a unique and 
memorable experience.   

 
“I want to do it 

all over again” 

Year 6 pupil 

Help for families – Early Help Assessment 
 
The Early Help Assessment (EHA) is a better way of working with children, young 
people and families.  It involves listening to you and your child to find out what 
you and your child needs and what is working well in your family’s life.   
 
It also helps to look at your family in a holistic way to ensure there are supports in 
place for family members.  An action plan is agreed with you and your family at a 
Team around the Family meeting which professionals might also attend to ensure 
you get the right support and help. The EHA is voluntary—you and your family can 
choose to get involved.   
 
For more information contact Angela Froud, Early Help Co-ordinator for the Acad-
emy Trust on 01670 816111 or learnerwelfare@ncea.org.uk 
 

 
 
 

 

mailto:learnerwelfare@ncea.org.uk
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30 hours Free Childcare 

at Bishop’s Primary 

From September 2018, the Government 

funded initiative of 30 hours free childcare 

for Nursery aged children has been offered 

on all campuses to children who meet the 

eligibility criteria. This is offered through 

partnership working at Grace Darling and 

William Leech campuses and on site at Jose-

phine Butler, James Knott and Thomas Bew-

ick campuses.  Information for parents and 

carers about eligibility criteria is available 

on the Childcare Choices website: 

www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/ 

Visits to the provision by parents and carers 

are welcomed. 

Duke’s Sixth Form students take time out from their community work in Kenya 

 
MON: 3.20: Y10/11 RUGBY and GIRLS NETBALL 

* LUNCH: GIRLS FOOTBALL 
 

TUES: 3.20: BASKETBALL and Y7/8/9 RUGBY 
* LUNCH: Y8/9 Futsal 

 
WED: 3.20: GIRLS RUGBY 

* 8.05 MORNING: Trampolining + Fitness 
* LUNCH: GCSE Volleyball 

 
THURS: 3.20: FOOTBALL 

* 8.05 MORNING: Basketball CLUB 
 

FRI: * LUNCH: Y7 FUTSAL 

EXTRA-

CURRICULAR 

SPORT 

http://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/
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Ashington launches its very own Mini Police Force based at the 

James Knott Campus  

Ten pupils, from the Campus, have volunteered to become mini police officers and will be 
working with Ashington’s Neighbourhood Policing Team during the current academic 
year.  One of the first tasks for the Mini Force will be supporting local officers at Ashing-
ton's annual Remembrance Day Service & Parade, which will take place this year on Sunday 
11 November. 
 
The aim of the Northumbria Police Scheme is to improve citizenship within communities and 
give children an opportunity to learn about their safety, their role within their community and how the police work to keep us all safe. 
 
The James Knott Campus has worked with Ashington’s Neighbourhood Policing Team in developing the Scheme.  Inspector Kevin Waring, 
from Northumbria Police, said ‘It has been a pleasure to work with the Campus in developing the project. The scheme is aimed at children 
in year five (aged 9-10) and will focus on the contribution they can make in their community to make it a better place.  The scheme will 
improve relationships with the police and will give the young people a voice as well as influencing people around them in a positive way’. 

Amanda Hall, from the James Knott Campus, adds ‘The scheme runs alongside the academic year and the children had to apply for the 
posts and agree to volunteer on weekends.  The project is not based on academic ability but rather on children who will enthusiastically 
join in with the activities’. 
 
The project has also been supported by Ashington Town Council and the Civic Head of Ashington, Cllr. Marjorie Chambers, went along to 
the launch and said ‘It’s great to see the children engaging in such a positive way with our local Police. The Town Council is delighted to 
support the project, through the purchase of the uniforms, and we do hope this will lead to greater 
respect for the Police as they work to make Ashington a safe place to live, work and visit’. 
 
The Northumbria Police Scheme aims to spread important messages about citizenship and how the 
police work within the community.  Mini Police groups, within the Northumbria Police Force area, 
have assisted at the Sunderland International Airshow and the Great North Run as well 
as visiting some of the different departments within the force including the mounted section and po-
lice helicopter. 

Mini Police 

force at 

James Knott 

FREE SCHOOL 
MEALS 

 

If you think you may be entitled 
to free school meals for your 
child, please contact any of our 
campuses to find out more, or 
go online at the Northumber-
land County Council website: 
 

http://
www.northumberland.gov.uk/
Education/Schools/Meals.aspx?
nccredirect=1 

Or you can give the council a 

ring on 01670 623592. 

Video goes viral on  

YouTube 
Check out: https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=XK-wHSqus9g 

and watch our cadets appearing in a multi-

cultural Punjabi remake of the Irish party song 

‘Drowsy Maggie’ from the film ‘Titanic’.  

http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Education/Schools/Meals.aspx?nccredirect=1
http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Education/Schools/Meals.aspx?nccredirect=1
http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Education/Schools/Meals.aspx?nccredirect=1
http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Education/Schools/Meals.aspx?nccredirect=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XK-wHSqus9g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XK-wHSqus9g
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FREE SUPPORT FOR PARENTS/CARERS 
 
Bishop's, Castle and Duke's Schools are Digital Schools, part of Parent Zone’s Digital Schools 
Membership programme.  This is part of our commitment to keeping our pupils safer online 
and making sure we work with you to achieve this. 
 
Our Digital Schools membership gives you FREE access to Parent Zone’s new Parent Lounge 
with: 
  

• Online training.  
• Expert advice and information on all things digital.  
• Access to a free help service for all your tech questions.  

 
To get started, go to https://parentzone.org.uk/parents/discover-parent-lounge  
 

• Click ENTER PARENT LOUNGE  
• Click on the pink ADD TO CART button  
• On the next page click CHECKOUT.  

 
You’ll then be asked to enter your email address. 
 
On the next page, enter the coupon code NCEA.  Please click Add coupon once the code has 
been entered. The code gives you a 100% discount.   
 
Once you’ve completed the short registration you’ll receive two emails - one confirming your 
order and one with login instructions.  After clicking the link in the email press the login 
button to set a password, then you’ll be directed to the Parent Lounge.   
 
Once you have logged in the Parent Lounge will always be accessible at this link: https://
parentzone.org.uk/parents/discover-parent-lounge 
   
More information on keeping children safe is on our website http://ncea.org.uk/about-us/
safeguarding-and-child-protection/e-safety/ or email learnerwelfare@ncea.org.uk 

 

Important Information 

for Parents/Carers 
 

 

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 
 

Research suggests that children who are 
absent from school may never catch up 
on the learning they have missed, which 
may ultimately affect exam and test 
results.  As a parent/carer, you can 
demonstrate your commitment to your 
child’s education by not allowing your 
child to miss school for anything other 
than an exceptional and unavoidable 
reason.  
 
The Education Act (1996) requires par-
ents to ensure their child attends school 
regularly. There is no automatic right to 
take your child out of school during 
term time.  The law does allow school 
principals to consider individual re-
quests to authorise a leave of absence in 
exceptional circumstance(s).  
 
It is the parent’s responsibility when 
submitting the request to provide all the 
information and evidence to prove ex-
ceptional circumstances, please provide 
information and/or the reason on the 
form when this is submitted for consid-
eration. 
 
Any request for authorised leave of 
absence must be made at least two 
weeks in advance and the school may 
invite the parent/carer(s) in to discuss 
the request before a decision is made.  If 
a decision is made to authorise the 
leave of absence it is expected that your 
child’s attendance will be of a satisfacto-
ry level both prior to and after the date 
covered by the request.  If the decision 
is to refuse the request and then subse-
quently time is taken, this will be rec-
orded as unauthorised.  At this point 
further action may be taken. 
 
Forms are available from our website or 
school receptions and should be re-
turned to learnerwelfare@ncea.org.uk 

Sixth Form football team 2018/19. 

https://parentzone.org.uk/parents/discover-parent-lounge
https://parentzone.org.uk/parents/discover-parent-lounge
https://parentzone.org.uk/parents/discover-parent-lounge
http://ncea.org.uk/about-us/safeguarding-and-child-protection/e-safety/
http://ncea.org.uk/about-us/safeguarding-and-child-protection/e-safety/
mailto:learnerwelfare@ncea.org.uk
mailto:learnerwelfare@ncea.org.uk
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Upcoming Events  How to contact us: 
 

 NCEA Trust 

Interim CEO: Mr Alan Hardie 
 01670 816111 
E: ceo@ncea.org.uk 
 
 

 NCEA Castle School 

Josephine Butler Campus 
Academy Road, Ashington 
NE63 9FZ 
Principal: Mrs Sara Wild 
 01670 844322 
E: admin.cs@ncea.org.uk 
 
 

 NCEA Duke’s Secondary School 

Josephine Butler Campus 
Academy Road, Ashington 
NE63 9FZ  
Principal: Mr Steve Gibson 
  01670 816111 
E: admin.dss@ncea.org.uk 
 
 

 NCEA Bishop’s Primary School 

Principal: Mrs Melanie Hinson 
E: admin.bps@ncea.org.uk 
 
 

 Grace Darling Campus 

Central Parkway 
Newbiggin by the Sea  
NE64 6RT  
Head of Junior Campus: Mrs Wilson 
Head of Senior Campus: Mrs Cole 
  01670 812019 
 

 James Knott Campus 

Norham Road, Ashington 
NE63 0LF  
Head of Campus: Mrs Mullen 
 01670 813219 

 

 Josephine Butler Primary Campus 

Academy Road, Ashington 
NE63 9FZ 
Head of Campus: Mrs Marriott 
01670 815444 

 

 Robert Stephenson Campus  

(Early Years) 
Thorntree Gardens,  
Ashington NE63 9TA 
Director of EYFS: Mrs Lishman 
  01670 812368 

 

 Thomas Bewick Campus 

Moorhouse Lane,  
Ashington NE63 9LP 
Head of Campus: Mrs McGrath 
 01670 812075 

 

 William Leech Campus 

Lynemouth, Morpeth  
NE61 5TR 
Acting Head of Campus:  
Mrs Williamson 

  01670 860267 
 

5-10 Nov 2018 Duke’s School  trip to Spain 

7 Nov 2018 Pop up uniform shop—Trust-wide, JB secondary hall 2.15-4pm 

21 Nov 2018 Duke’s School Prize Giving Celebration 

26-30 Nov 2018 WL Scholastic Book Fair 

27 Nov 2018 Duke’s VI Form Ethics Conference 

28 Nov 2018 Duke’s School Year 11, 12 & 13 Parent/Carer Evening 

29-30 Nov 2018 Duke’s School Creative Arts trip to London 

5-6 Dec 2018 WL Christmas performances, 9.15am 

6 Dec 2018 WL Carols by Candlelight, 4pm 

6 Dec 2018 JBP Christmas Fair, 4pm Secondary Hall, Primary Hall and Atrium 

10-11 Dec 2018 WL Christmas performances, 2pm 

11-17 Dec 2018 
JBP Christmas performances (see JBP newsletter for more  
information) 

17 Dec 2018 Duke’s School Year 11 Music Recital concert, 6pm 

18 Dec 2018 JBP Christmas lunch 

19 Dec 2018 Duke’s School Carol Concert 

21 Dec 2018 JBP Christmas Jumper Day 

21 Dec 2018 
Last day of term—see the website for details of schools’  
closing times www.ncea.org.uk 

7 Jan 2019 School re-opens to students 

Please contact individual campuses/schools for  
further details 


