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WELCOME 
to the March update for Parents and Carers... 
 

The days are starting to get longer, and the weather is  

warming up—it must be spring!  Spring is traditionally a time 

when we see new life appearing, and I’m pleased to say that 

we are seeing new things springing to life within Duke’s all the 

time.  We have had a very exciting term at Duke’s, and I hope 

that this newsletter gives you a flavour of some of the many 

events, activities and opportunities that we have seen in  

recent weeks. 

Thank you to parents and carers who have attended recent 

Parent/Carer Evenings to talk to staff about the progress of 

your children.  This is a really important part of our  

communication with home, and a key way for you to find out 

ways in which you can help your child to make progress.  I 

have been delighted to see such an increase in the number of 

parents/carers who have attended this year.   

Thank you also to those of you who brought friends and family 

to our sell-out  three night run of We Will Rock You, our 2019 

School Production.  I know that those of you who attended 

had a great time, and that the pupils involved both in front 

and behind the stage benefitted from taking part.  There are 

lots of opportunities for your child to get involved in the life of 

the school beyond the classroom, and I would encourage you 

to have a conversation with your child about what they might 

want to get involved in over the coming term.   

I hope that you have a good Easter break when it arrives! 

 

 

 

Steve Gibson, 

Principal 

Staff at Duke’s School are celebrating being  
awarded the Teacher Development Trust  
Network’s Gold Award for the first time!  The 
award recognises cutting edge approaches to  
professional development for staff, and looks at 
evidence across seven areas, including leadership 
and culture, focus on learning, and evaluation of 
impact of development.  

Mr Smith, Leader for Teacher Excellence at Duke’s, 
said “We are delighted to have been awarded the 
TDT Gold Award for the first time ever!  This shows 
that external assessors can see real progress  and 
quality in what we do at Duke’s to make our  
teaching and learning the best it can be.” 

Duke’s Gets Gold! 



World Book Day festivities were celebrated around Duke’s Secondary school on Thursday 7th 

March. The English faculty area was transformed into Wonderland as English teachers led the fun 

dressed as characters from Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll.  

The Queen of Hearts was found murdered in the library and over 50 students 

worked hard to investigate the clues left behind to solve the mystery. This  

resulted in 10 students correctly identifying the murderer as none other than... 

the White Rabbit!  

Throughout the day, students in Key Stage 3 were treated to World Book Day 

quizzes and activities in tutor time as well as 

hearing ‘Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland’ by 

Lewis Carroll read aloud across all lessons.  All 

students in the school received World Book 

Day vouchers to either exchange for World Book Day books or to 

receive a discount on a book / audiobook of their choice. 

Many staff across the school dressed up as their favourite book 

characters and students had the chance to enter a competition, 

tracking down Duke’s staff wearing World Book Day t shirts and  

collecting the names of many famous literary texts.  

Finally, 20 students from Years 7 and 8 enjoyed their visit to the 

Mad Hatter’s Tea Party held in their honour, in recognition of their 

outstanding effort and behaviour in English lessons. 

Miss Wardle 

World Book Day 2019 



Ash Wednesday and the start of Lent 

Lent is a period of 40 days leading up to Easter.  It is 
a period when Christians spend time in reflection 
and preparation for the celebrations of Easter, 
when Jesus died on Good Friday and was brought 
back to life on Easter morning.  Although very few 
still mark Lent by fasting for the 40 days, many  
people still give up a particular vice for that time, or 
do more things to help others. 

Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent, and pupils 
and staff at Duke’s School marked this day in the 
traditional way with the opportunity for the placing 
of an ash cross on the forehead.  We were delighted 
to have four of our local clergy visiting, and Revd 
Mina, and Fathers David, John and Lee, spent 
lunchtime with pupils in the atrium, offering the ash 
cross and a prayer, or an opportunity to ask  
questions or just have a chat.   

Lots of pupils joined in, and learned about the sign 
of the cross in ash being placed on the forehead as 
a reminder at the start of Lent that there are things 
in our lives that we need to say sorry for, and that 
we should all strive to improve ourselves each day.  



Uniform Changes 

Thank you to those parents/carers who took part in the recent consultation on proposed changes to the Duke’s School  
uniform.  You will remember that I asked for your feedback on two main questions, regarding the introduction of blazers into 
years 7 and 8; and the changing of the badge from the old NCEA shield to the new Duke’s School crest.  The outcome of the 
responses to these questions is below. 

Do you agree with the introduction of blazers for Year 7 
and 8 pupils? 

Do you agree with the proposed changes to the Duke’s  
uniform, with a phased introduction period between  
September 2019 and September 2020? 

75% of respondents stated that they were in favour of the  
introduction of blazers for Year 7 and Year 8 pupils from  
September 2019. 
 
School response: 
We will introduce the blazer for Year 7 and 8 pupils from  
September 2019. 

75% of respondents stated that they were in favour of the 
proposed changes to the uniform and the introduction  
being phased from September 2019 to September 2020. 
 
School response: 
We will make the changes to the Duke’s uniform from  
September 2019.  The new uniform will be available to buy 
in time to wear for September 2019.  However, to minimise 
expense to parents/carers, pupils will be able to continue to 
wear the current (old style) uniform until the end of the 
next academic year.  All pupils will be expected to be fully in 
the new uniform from September 2020. 

As part of the new school uniform, we are changing the school tie.  All our school ties will be in the same design so as to show 
unity as a school, however, the coloured stripe in the tie will differ to show which house a pupil belongs to.  This is shown in 
the image below: 

Red Stripe:   Cuthbert House 
Yellow Stripe:  Oswald House 
Green Stripe:  Aidan House 
Blue Stripe:  Hild House 
 
These were consulted on with the pupils who chose the design for the new tie.  
For pupils currently in Years 7, 8, 9 and 10, the school will purchase the first tie 
for them when these become available.  If a tie ever needs to be replaced, this 
will be the responsibility of the parent/carer as normal, however, you will need 
to know which House your child belongs to when ordering the tie. 
 
Thank you, again, for taking part in this consultation, and for helping to  
maintain our high standards of uniform in school. 
 

Mr Gibson 



Year 7 have a UniVenture 

A group of Year 7 pupils recently visited  Newcastle University as part of their UniVenture Experience.  Pupils were able to see a little of university life, and find out more about studying in a university. 

A number of Year 11 pupils have been working 

hard to complete a series of projects in  

conjunction with the Newcastle United  

Foundation.  As a result, they have now been 

awarded their ASDAN Premier League  

Enterprise certificate, recognising their hard 

work and dedication.  Well done! 

The Girls Get Set group recently visited the 

Baker Hughes engineering plant where they 

had an introduction to coding, learning more 

about careers in engineering. 

Girls Get Set to code! 

Year 11 win Newcastle United Award 



Year 7 DNA Challenge 

Students from Sixth Form planned a week of challenges for our Year 7 pupils, based on the 

competencies that we develop as part of the school’s DNA for teaching and learning.  Each task 

was based in house groups, and pupils battled it out with each other to win the most house 

points across the challenges within the week.  These challenges ranged from designing a new 

badge for the house, to a tug-of-war in the atrium. 

Some of the feedback from the pupils is shown below.  It was great to see the range of skills 

being developed throughout the week, highlighting that our DNA approach is based in  

transferable skills that can make a positive impact on all subject areas. 



Duke’s School students brought their three 

night run of the hit West End show We Will 

Rock You to Ashington for the 2019 Duke’s 

School Production.  With fantastic support 

from the live band, the pupils on stage 

took three capacity audiences through Ben 

Elton’s story of a group of Bohemians who 

live in a future where the free exchange of 

thought, fashion and live music has been 

replaced by a world where everyone  

dresses, thinks and acts the same.   

Through the fantastic music of  

Queen we were taken on a journey to  

find that musical instruments have long 

since been forbidden, and rock music is 

unknown—apart from a small resistance 

group of freedom fighters who battle to 

bring Globalsoft’s domination to an end. 







With thanks to... 

Mr Bloomer, Mrs Clark, Mrs Collin, Mrs Gascoigne, Mrs Gatti,  

Rachael Hay, Mrs Henderson, Miss Leigh, Sally Milner,  

Mr Rowe, Mr Simpson, Harrison Skinner, Stuart Stocks,  

Mr Thompson, Mr Waterston, Miss Weaver, Miss Willett...  

...and an army of student helpers! 



Duke’s named as ONE Vision School 

Duke’s School has been selected by the Department of Education to benefit from a major financial  
injection from the government into schools in the region.  In March, Duke’s was named as one of only 
30 schools from across the north east region to be designated as a ONE Vision School. 

Steve Gibson, Principal at Duke’s School, said  

 This is a fantastic opportunity for us to make even more of a difference to the lives and futures of 
 our young people here in Ashington, Lynemouth and Newbiggin.  It’s exciting to be part of the 
 ONE Vision partnership, creating a network of schools working together for the benefit of our 
 young people and their communities. 

 Our most recent Ofsted visit demonstrated that we are on track to meet our improvement goals, 
 but this programme will really help to unlock potential here at Duke’s. 

Of the £24m being spent on the Opportunity North East project, around half will be spent on ONE Vision 
schools, and Duke’s is part of the first wave of involved schools.  This will help to bring together school 
leaders, local authorities, and educational experts to share best practice and work together to raise chil-
dren’s aspirations and attainment. 

Alan Hardie, CEO of the NCEA Trust, said  

 We are delighted that Duke’s Secondary School has been offered support from the ONE Vision 
 programme as it is completely aligned with our focus on continuously improving the quality of 
 teaching and learning.  We believe that the tailored support from ONE Vision will accelerate our 
 progress towards achieving the high aspirations we have for our students. 

The ONE Vision programme will commence for first wave schools in September 2019. 

“ 

 ” 

“ 
 ” 



A group of sixth form students recently  

supported the Newcastle Diocesan Synod, 

meeting at Duke’s School under the  

leadership of Bishop Christine.  The  

students provided refreshments to the  

synod members.   

This raised £337 towards the sixth form  

volunteering trip to Romania taking place 

later in the year. 

Sixth Form Support Synod 

A number of synod members stated how  impressed they had been by the engaging and eloquent impression that our sixth form  students had made.  Bishop Christine spent time talking to the students, thanked them  and even tweeted here appreciation ! 

Shannon Sample, who completed her Childcare Course at 

Duke’s School, went on to follow an apprenticeship 

through Northumberland College.  Further to her  

placements within the Early Years setting in Bishop’s  

Primary School, Shannon was keen to make a career in 

childcare and her persistence and enthusiasm led to a 

long term apprenticeship placement back at Bishop’s 

School.  She has now been named as Apprentice of the 

Year at Northumberland College.  Well done Shannon! 

Former Duke’s Student wins Apprentice of the Year! 



The  
Gallery 

Some examples of recent work from our pupils in Art. 



Students Get Behind the Vote! 

The North of Tyne Combined Authority came into  
being in November 2018, with devolution of various powers from central government and from the 
councils of North Tyneside, Newcastle and Northumberland.   The Combined Authority has a population 
of 880,000, a local economy of £17billion, over 360,000 jobs and it is home to 23,000 businesses. 

The Authority has lots of potential: 

 One of the fastest-growing local economies and job growth rates in the country. 

 One of the fastest-growing technology sectors outside of London. 

 The highest-skilled workforce in the north. 

 Excellent transport links nationally and internationally. 

 Innovation, research and development hubs in two universities and world-leading businesses. 

 A huge range of natural, historic and cultural assets. 

Devolution gives the chance to improve the unemployment, low productivity and social inequality found 
within the authority area, and the person responsible for leading all this will be the new North of Tyne 
Mayor.   

Students at Duke’s have been able to put their questions to some of the candidates for the role of 
Mayor, after all candidates were invited to come and speak to our students.  They asked some very  
important questions and were able to make their points clearly to the candidates about their priorities. 

Current candidates  

Appleby, John Liberal Democrats 

Driscoll, Jamie Labour 

Hoult, Charlie Conservative 

McCabe, John Independent 



World War I Battlefields Trip 

Maths Competition Success! 

A team of Year 10 mathematicians from Duke’s School took part in 

the Northumberland Maths Feast.  Hot on the heels of the eventual 

winners from Whickham, the Duke’s team completed in second 

place and received a commendation from the competition  

organisers for their combined resilience, critical thinking skills and 

sheer determination.  Well done to Alana, Dylan, Dillon and Ryan!   

Earlier this month, two of our Year 9 history  

students and myself had the amazing experience of 

visiting the real battlefield sites that Britain had 

fought on in World War One.  The early starts and 

long bus rides were made completely worth it as 

they got to experience the life of the soldiers for 

themselves. 

The pupils started their journey researching a local 

soldier from Ashington whose story they would 

follow as they travelled through France and  

Belgium.  We visited the battle sites of the Somme 

and found a real grenade that had been left.  We 

visited the Passchendale Museum and saw many of 

the weapons, uniforms and everyday objects the 

soldiers had with them during the war.  We visited 

grave sites of both the English and the Germans 

and looked at how different they were.  We had 

the amazing experience of being part of the Menin 

Gate ceremony where hundreds gathered for a 

two minute silence for those men who had fallen 

yet bodies had not been found.  We explored the 

beautiful Newfoundland Memorial Park and 

walked in the footsteps that some of our soldiers 

had walked.  We also managed to explore the Tyne 

Cot ceremony and lay a poppy on the grave of our soldier from Ashington who sadly died there at the age of 

21. 

Anna stated “seeing it all come to life” was the best part of her trip.  “We learn about these things, but it’s so 

much more interesting when you can see it for yourself.”  Ellie commented, “I enjoyed everything, meeting 

new friends, exploring the different places and being able to see where all the action happened.” 

It was a brilliant four days, and opened our eyes to what our men had to endure during the First World War.  

We came home with amazing memories and plenty of Belgian chocolate! 

Miss Willett 
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Monday 1st April Year 11 Music Recital 6.00pm 

Wednesday 3rd April Uniform Shop open at Duke’s 2.30pm—4.30pm 

Wednesday 3rd April Key Stage 3 Disco 5.00pm 

Friday 5th April Non Uniform Day All Day 

Friday 5th April End of Term 3.20pm 

Tuesday 23rd April 8.40am School Starts for Summer Term 

Monday 6th May All Day School Closed—May Day Bank Holiday 

Wednesday 22nd May All Day Duke’s Diversity Day 

May / June  Exams—See Duke’s website for details 

Wednesday 19th June 4.30pm—6.30pm Year 7 Parent/Carer Evening 

Wednesday 26th June All Day DNA Day 

Friday 28th June All Day School Closed to students—Staff Training Day 

Thursday 4th July All Day Key Stage 3 World of Work Day 

Wednesday 10th July 6.00pm Duke’s Summer Concert 

Thursday 11th July All Day Duke’s Sports Day 

Friday 19th July  End of summer term 

Coming up... 


