
Year 5 Autumn Term Newsletter 

 

Friday 13th September 2019 

Dear Parent (s)/Carer (s), 

Welcome back to school after the summer break! I hope everyone enjoyed their well-deserved rest. It feels 

like only a short while ago that I was lucky enough to teach this group of children that have grown up so 

much in the time since I last worked with them and I am glad to see the addition of new faces that have 

joined them along the way. I am so excited to teach this group of enthusiastic, hard-working children 

throughout this year.  

 

Year 5 Expectations 

As the children have made the move into upper Key Stage 2, there is an increase in the expectations and 

responsibilities in Year 5. This is an important year for them to develop in confidence; both in the 

curriculum and wider school life to enable them to move forward in their time at All Souls’ and beyond. I 

am confident that this class is capable of rising to the challenges set out for them. 

At the top end of the school, we expect Year 5 children to begin to set an example of behaviour, attitude 

and appearance for those in younger year groups. As such, we expect children to arrive at school on time, 

in full school uniform and prepared for the day ahead. It should increasingly become the responsibility of 

the children to organise themselves for and during school so, if needed, take a step back and allow them to 

learn organizational strategies that will be beneficial throughout their life. There may be mistakes at first, 

but these are valuable opportunities to learn and prepare more carefully. The children have applied for a 

number of roles within the class and those awarded positions are expected to complete these tasks more 

or less independently, asking for advice or help when required.  

The Year 5 curriculum is a full one and so it is very important we make the most use of our time in the 

classroom as possible. The children will be expected to work hard and concentrate fully during lessons to 

achieve their best potential. There will not be time during lessons for children to finish off work that was 

not completed during a lesson, so there may be times when they will be expected to work during a lunch 

time to complete if they have not kept up a reasonable pace. We ask that all children take pride in their 

work, complete each piece to the best of their ability and organise it clearly, in accordance with the 



expectations of the school’s policy for presentation. When work falls below this standard, children will be 

asked to repeat the work in their own time.  

Autumn Term Curriculum 

 

This term’s curriculum has gone through a variety of changes to suit the needs and expectations of the 

current children in Year 5. It is subject to change as needed but here is at outline of each curriculum 

subject through this term.  

English – As a school, we are focusing on exposing our children to a wide variety of text types and 

supporting them with the skills needed to write their own versions of these independently. This term the 

text types we will be focusing on are: 

-Personal and Factual recounts 

-Balanced Arguments 

-Reviews 

-Descriptive Narrative 

-Explanation Texts 

Maths – We have begun to work on our first unit of place value by ordering and rounding numbers up to 1 

million and beyond. This first unit gives a great foundation to be used throughout all Maths lessons this 

year as it supports work in the four operations and beyond. Later in the term we will be examining  

RE – In our first unit of “Creation” the children have begun to discuss what it means to be made in the 

image of God. We have considered our responsibilities to the world and to each other and are starting to 

explore how we can share our God-given gifts with others. We will continue this term by studying the 

miracles and healings performed in the Gospel as well as interpreting the parables and teachings of Jesus. 

PE – This term P.E. days are Tuesdays and Fridays. On Tuesdays children will be working on disc sports and 

skills with Mr Youson and on Fridays children will be exploring the school and surrounding areas in 

orienteering with Mr Rolison. Please ensure children have a full labelled P.E. kit suitable for outdoor 

weather, especially as the weather starts to become colder.  

Geography – In Geography lessons, children are gaining knowledge of South America as a continent before 

looking in more detail at individual countries. We will also carry out a study of the rainforests spread across 

the continent and try to answer the question: “Why do farmers feel forced to set fires in the Amazon?”. 

History – After the half term, Year 5 will begin studying the Victorians and the Victorian era as a whole. In 

this, we will be looking at daily life, key inventions and why industrialisation changed the country as a 

whole.  

Art – On Monday afternoons, we have already begun to dedicate time into looking at our focus artist for 

this term – Henri Rosseau. Together with Ms Quinn, we are building up skills of layering and perspective 

using sketching. We will continue to develop this into layering collages and eventually work towards using 

sewing to create a layered rainforest piece.  

Design and Technology – Year 5 have been set the challenge to become capable cooks this term. We will 

be researching and planning how to make a stunning, healthy burger and work as teams to create a 

delicious meal.  



Homework 

This year, homework tasks will consist of spelling, times tables challenges and reading. Each half term a 

new project task will be set, which the children have freedom to explore and complete in their own way.  

This term’s project has already been sent out and the letter can be found on the Year 5 page of the 

website.  

 

Spellings 

Your child will receive 5 spellings each week to practise at home. They will be given these on a Friday and 

tested the following Friday along with 5 spellings based on a pattern or rule we have been learning during 

lessons. We recommend children use the “Look, Cover, Write, Check” method that they have been shown 

at school to help them to make best progress in their spelling tests. Those children who work hard and 

succeed in their tests will work their way towards earning a Spelling Superstar in the term.  

Times Tables 

It is outlined in the National Curriculum that children should be able to accurately and rapidly recall all 

their times tables (up to 12xtables) by the time they leave Year 4. It is therefore important that any gaps in 

their knowledge are plugged early in Year 5 to enable children to access and succeed in the Year 5 Maths 

curriculum. Children should aim to practise their times tables regularly (daily where possible) at home. I 

will provide materials to help with this over the year but the old fashioned methods of chanting and quick-

fire questions and answers are very often the most effective and so I would encourage you to do this with 

your child as often as possible. Times table sheets are handed out on a Friday and available through the 

week. If children complete their work before a Friday, they may hand it in earlier though if not completed 

by a Friday they will be asked to work on this practise during their own time at Homework Club. Children 

should complete as many times tables as they can during the 4 minute challenge time, but can use a 

different coloured pen or pencil to complete the missed questions as extra practise.  

Reading  

Your child should aim to read at home on a (almost) daily basis. The expectation for Year 5 is that they read 

for a minimum of 15 minutes 5 times a week and at least one of these with an adult at home. They have 

been provided with a reading record which should be completed daily, detailing what they are reading and 

with whom. In their reading record, there is a page that details a wide variety of text types that we ask 

children to aim to read from. Once they have read a particular style of text they can detail and date this 

and colour the appropriate section.  

This year they will also be given a reading activity book to work on challenges outlined in the reading 

record. In each term, we ask they complete at least 5 challenges in this book, detailed in a bingo style table 

in their reading record. Once they have completed an activity in this book, it can be brought in to class to 

be marked and show their understanding of the text that they have complete.  

 Now that your child is in upper KS2, we trust them to fill in their own record and encourage this to help 

them to become more independent. I ask for your support in encouraging and monitoring your child’s 

reading and that you sign their record each week to confirm that what is recorded is a true record (even if 

it says that they have not read anything!) Please ensure that this reading record is brought into school each 

Monday so that it can be checked. 



 

 

Residential Trip 

As you may be aware, Year 5 take part in a residential trip to Alton Castle in March. This has been booked 

for the 2nd-4th March 2020 this year. Further information regarding this trip will be received in due course. 

Diary Dates 

Tues 17th September Year 5 and 6 class mass (9:15am) 

Sun 22nd September Fr. Michael’s last mass (9:30am) and BBQ (12pm approx..) 

Fri 4th October Harvest Fast Day 

Wed 9th October Parent consultation evening (3:30pm-6:30pm) 

Sat 19th  – Sun 27th October 
inclusive  

Half term holiday 

Thu 31st October Year 5 Gift Chaplaincy  

Fri 1st November All Saints Day – whole school mass (9:15am) 

Wed 6nd November Odeon Cinema Trip (further details to be sent out shortly) 

Fri 20st December Last day of term 

 

Thank you for reading. I’ve been so excited at the way the year has begun; your children really have shown 

excellent attitudes from the beginning. I am greatly looking forward to the upcoming months through our 

school year. I will see you all at the open evening in October, but if there are any questions or concerns in 

the meantime, please do come into school to discuss them. 

 

Many thanks, 

 

Mr Rolison                                                               Ms McGinn 

Year 5 class teacher                                              Year 5 teaching assistant 


