
 

Reception Newsletter 

Autumn 2019 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

First of all, please let us welcome you to your child’s Reception Class. 

For some of you, this will be the continuation of a journey which began 

in All Sorts or Nursery, for others it is the beginning of what we are 

sure will be a long and positive relationship. 

 

 This term is all about making sure your child is happy and confident to 

come into school. 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

We will be encouraging the children to get to know each other through 

looking closely at the similarities and differences between them. We 

will be encouraging them to become more confident when speaking out, 

and independent when choosing and talking about their activities. We 

will also be talking about the expectations and boundaries in Reception. 

 

Communication and Language 

We will be encouraging the children to listen attentively in a range of 

situations, through whole class, small group and one-to-one activities. 

Building on the expectations in Reception, we will also be encouraging 

the children to follow multiple-part instructions on a regular basis. 

Another aspect of getting to know each other will also consist of 

talking about our past and present experiences, which will develop the 

children’s use of different tenses accurately.  We are finding that 

children are increasingly coming into school with poor language skills.   

 

 



 

We will be working to fill the gaps and are going to be introducing the 

children to a programme that explores the meaning of words and 

encourages them to answer in a sentence.  Please encourage them to do 

this at home and help them by talking to them and modelling full 

sentences. 

 

Physical Development 

Through regular PE sessions, with Jade our dance teacher, we will be 

developing the children’s control over objects by pushing, patting, 

kicking, throwing and catching activities. We will also be encouraging 

the children to develop their understanding of good practices in 

relation to eating, exercising and hygiene. 

 

Literacy 

We will be looking at the language and structure of stories using some 

traditional and modern tales. We will also be looking at rhyming strings 

through daily stories and practical activities.  The children will be 

starting phonics and we ask that you support then acquiring this new 

skill at home.  The children will also begin to write, starting by writing 

their first name and then their whole name.  

 

Mathematics 

We will be focussing on developing the children’s abilities to count 

accurately, to recognise and order numbers, initially up to 10 and then 

beyond! We will also be encouraging the children to recognise and name 

2D and 3D shapes, along with their properties and to measure length, 

height and weight.  

 

Understanding the World 

Linking to our work on tenses, we will be talking about past, present and 

future events in our lives. We will also be encouraging the children to 



 

think and talk about the differences between themselves and others, 

and among families, communities and traditions. 

 

Expressive Arts and Design 

This term, we will be looking at rhythm, copying and creating simple 

rhythms using a variety of musical instruments. We will also be using a 

variety of media to create representations of people, places and 

events. 

 

Religious Education 

The children will be introduced to prayers during the first term.  We 

will be exploring our Catholic faith and visiting the church.  We will 

start to attend Mass with the rest of the school, supported by our 

prayer friends.  Please try to make time to attend the Sunday Family 

Mass with your child and our Reception Welcome Mass.  

 

Dates for your Diary 
 

Wednesday 18th September – Shoe Shop Visit 

Thursday 3rd October – Whole School Photographs 

Sunday 6th October Reception Mass 

Friday 4th October - Harvest Festival  

Wednesday 9th October – Parents Evening 3.30-18.30  

Monday 21st October – Half Term begins 

Monday 11th November - Cinema trip to the Albany 

Tuesday 10th (1.30) / (9.30) Wednesday 11th December –Nativity 

Play  

Monday 23rd December- Monday 6th December - Christmas Break 

Children start back Tuesday 7th December. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Reminders 
Now that your children have begun to settle in, we would like to take 

this opportunity to remind you of some essentials! 

• Your children are expected to be in class by 8:45am. Any time 

after that, they should come through the office and will receive 

a late mark on the register. 

• Please ensure your child’s name is clearly printed on all their 

property,  

• The school website is essential for keeping you up to date on all 

the happenings in school (and there are often quite a lot!) Please 

ensure you check it on a regular basis. 

• Foundation Fund – We ask for a donation of £1 per week to 

enable us to buy new resources for your children. This should be 

placed in the pot on the desk in the cloakroom, we thank you for 

your support in this. 

 

We are looking forward to working with and getting to know your 

children this year. 

 

Mrs Jilks  

Ms Croarken  

Mrs Senyk  


