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A round up of some of the latest information (as of last Friday): 

• Parliament may be suspended for 5 months to prevent the spread of the virus. If this 
happened this would be ‘the longest ever recess’ known. 

• The Prime Minister Boris Johnson has said that workers will be able to claim sick pay 
from their first day of illness under emergency measures to stop them spreading the 
virus by coming in to work unwell (because they don’t want to lose wages). 

• Italy has ordered a nationwide closure of all its schools and universities, and introduced 
regions of quarantine in the north of the country, where people cannot leave. 

• The budget airline Flybe collapsed after being hit by a slump in bookings linked to the 
virus. 

• The International Monetary Fund (IMF) is making £50 billion emergency funding 
available to help poor and middle –income countries respond to the virus. 



20,000 people have been tested for Coronavirus in the UK. 

163 people have tested positive to date in the UK. 

The number of cases worldwide is around 100,000, with around 3,300 deaths. 
Scientists believe the real figure is much higher, as some countries are covering up 
the truth of what has been happening. 

 

Without minimising it, compare this to the 

normal flu virus: 

 

In 2018-19, around 61,000 people died worldwide  

from flu. 

 



Whilst not minimising that it is a real issue, for the vast majority of people getting the 
virus is not going to cause serious illness.  

 

It is more likely to cause more concern for older people with existing serious heart or 
respiratory problems, so there is no need for students to feel anxious.  

 

Fever, dry cough, fatigue is what most people diagnosed will experience- not nice, but 
that is all. 

You can look after your health and minimise your risk by: 

 Washing your hands several times each day – properly with soap, including your thumbs and 

fingers, and both sides of your main hand itself. 

 Not shaking hands with people, or sharing drinks. 



It seems to have gone away………but it hasn’t really. 

 

A reminder of what is happening: 

The UK formally left the EU at 11pm on Friday 31 January 2020. 

We are in what is called the  ‘transition period’ until December during which: 

 The UK will still continue to contribute to the EU budget 

 EU-UK trade will still continue without any extra checks or costs 

Negotiations are now ongoing between the EU and UK Government, particularly 
around trying to agree a trade deal. 

The press have reported last week that there are ‘very grave and serious 
disagreements’ – remember, if it can’t be sorted by the end of the transition period, 
we will still have left the EU, but without a formal ‘deal’ which most people believe 
would be damaging for the economy (and your future as an adult in UK society). 

 

 



Police officers in London will shortly be given new powers during a 14 month trial to 
help deal with the growing issue of knife crime in our capital city. 

 

These powers will include: 

Restricting the use of social media by suspects aged 12 or over 

Banning suspects from mixing with known gang members 

Compelling suspects to attend education and anger management courses 

These are serious powers, 

especially in a democracy, where 

people have freedom. 

 

Discuss: is this justified? 



Priti Patel is a member of Boris 

Johnson’s Cabinet. 

 

She is the Home Secretary – this 

is one of the 4 great offices of 

state. A Home Secretary is 

responsible for the internal 

affairs of England & Wales, 

including: 

 

• The police 

• The Security Service MI5 

 

• Immigration across the UK 

• Citizenship issues in the UK 



Educated at Watford Girls 

Grammar School. 

 

Degree in Economics from 

Keele University. 

 

 

Worked in media and press 

relations, before becoming 

an MP. 



Priti Patel is currently facing allegations that she has bullied members of her team at 
work – the allegations relate to alleged inappropriate verbal comments. 

The Prime Minister Boris Johnson has publically supported her, but ordered an 
independent investigation into the allegations. 

If the allegations are proved, the Labour Party will undoubtedly heap pressure on Boris 
Johnson to sack her – time will tell. 

 

No one yet knows the truth of the allegations – but, the above aside,  it is a reminder to 
everyone that bullying is never acceptable………at any time: 

 

Either at school 

In the adult workplace 

Within relationships 

 

 



The capital city of India is Delhi. 

 

It is a massive city – over 19 million 

people live there, many in poverty. 

 

 90% are Hindus. 

 4% are Muslim 

 Rest: mainly Christians and Sikhs 

 

Delhi 



It is a beautiful city, with lovely 

architecture. 

 

People either call the capital Delhi or 

New Delhi. 

 

Although the names are inter-

changeable, actually they are both 

technically different parts of the same 

city. 



Recently, Delhi has experienced some of its worst riots in decades. 

Nearly 40 people have been killed in clashes between Muslims and Hindus. 

The riots have seen: guns being fired, arson, stone-throwing and serious assaults. 

Thousands of riot police have been patrolling the streets, trying to keep order. 



At the heart of the unrest is a citizenship law which makes it easier for non-Muslims from some 

neighbouring Muslim-dominated countries to gain Indian citizenship.  

 

UN human rights chief Michelle Bachelet said the new law adopted last December is of “great 

concern” and she was worried by reports of police inaction in the face of assaults against Muslims by 

other groups.  

 

“I appeal to all political leaders to prevent violence,” Bachelet said in a speech to the UN human 

rights council in Geneva. 

 

Critics say the law is biased against Muslims and undermines India’s secular constitution.  

 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata party has denied having any 

prejudice against India’s 180 million Muslims, saying that law is required to help persecuted 

minorities. 

What is it all about? 

Watch this news report to learn more 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l-y3PYp31mY
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Our sculpture this week is of Mahatma Ghandi. 

 

He was one of the most famous and respected 

Indians of the 20th century. 

 

He would have deplored the current violence in 

Delhi. 

 

 

His statue overleaf can be seen in Manchester city 

centre – it was unveiled there in 2019. 

 

Challenge from the History Department: 

 

Research 3 interesting facts about Ghandi and 

submit your answers to Mr Calverley. He will chose 

the most interesting answers (no cut and paste) 

and the best 2  will each receive a £5 pound INTU 

voucher. 

 





The drawings to follow are all done 

with pencil. 

 

 

Art develops not only your creativity, 

and connects you to emotions and 

feelings, but it also develops your 

analytical skills. 

 

Look at the following drawings and 

consider: 

 

 Which is your favourite? 

 …..and why? 







This gorgeous little pencil 

drawing reminds us about a key 

truth: 

 

 

 Be kind  

 Be gentle  

 Show affection 

 Express your feelings 

 

 

• This will help the world 

• This will help you feel good 

about yourself. 

• This will help your mental 

health and emotional well-

being. 

. 



This stunning and secretive Rainbow 

Snake has just been spotted in a forest 

in Florida, USA. 

 

It has not been seen for over 50 years! 



Sometimes, a picture tells a thousand words……. 

 

 About the beauty of the planet 

 About the tragic events & struggles going on 

 About amazing occurences 

 About the hope & joy that is experienced each 

day 



Nicaragua. 

 

Central America 

(not the USA). 

 

 

 

Acrobat Nik 

Wallenda crosses 

the 1,800ft high 

wire walk over the 

Masaya volcano to 

become the first 

person to 

complete the full 

crossing. 



USA. 

 

New York 

 

 

A cold blast 

last week 

has left 

many 

houses 

completely 

covered in 

ice 



Greece. 

 

The tragedy 

of migrants 

continues. 

 

 

Migrants and 

refugees who 

have arrived 

from Turkey 

try to keep 

warm as they 

gather in the 

yard of a 

small church  

where they 

have spent a 

rainy night. 



United 

Arab 

Emirates 

 

Dubai. 

 

Flamingos 

feed at the 

Ras Al Khor 

wildlife 

sanctuary. 



India. 

 

It is not just 

about the riots 

in Delhi. 

 

They are 

having the 

same problem 

with 

Coronavirus as 

everyone else. 



England. 

 

 

The 

famous 

dog show 

Crufts is 

about to 

start. 

 

Preparing 

your pet! 



Our Artist of the 

Week 










