
Form Time 1 
People, places, key events 



The Coronavirus 

The World Health Organisation warned last week that the planet had reached ‘a 

decisive tipping point’ in the fight to halt the virus. 

What started as a health crisis in China has spread across much of the world, and the 

UK recorded its first death last week, with the number of our confirmed cases rising to 

16.  Some of the world wide consequences at present have been: 

 A number of deaths, and hospitals struggling worldwide to cope 

 Airlines cancelling flights 

 The Pope cancelling his appearance in Rome because of a ‘cough’ 

 The postponement of many sporting fixtures, including the Six Nations rugby match 

between Italy and Ireland. 

 £160 billion loss of profit for businesses listed as the top 100 companies. 

What can be done? If the virus spreads widely in the UK, it may be that the government has to consider 

reducing mass gatherings of people, restricting travel, and having quarantine zones. But we are not at 

that point yet. For most healthy people, the virus is similar to the flu and unlikely to cause serious any 

serious or long term illness. The Prime Minister is holding a key meeting this week. 



Wuhan 

China. 

 

Where it all 

started. 

 

A volunteer 

drives a 

pregnant 

woman to 

the 

hospital. 



South Korea 

People queue outside a shop to buy a 

face mask during the Coronavirus 

scare 

Japan 

People travelling to work are all wearing 

face masks at present 

Health tip: 

The virus appears to spread by human contact. So, 

wash your hands with soap regularly, and avoid 

drinking from the same bottle or container that others 

have used. Don’t shake hands with people. 



Homelessness: a sad state of affairs 

In 1997, the Labour Leader and Prime Minister Tony Blair set up a Rough Sleepers Unit. 

This was designed to tackle a particular aspect of homelessness: rough sleepers. 

The Rough Sleepers Unit was tasked with making sure that different agencies – from 

the police, housing, charities, prisons, alcohol & drug centres – all worked together to 

try and solve this problem. 

 

 



Rough Sleeping: the current position 

■ By 2001, the Unit had reduced the number of rough sleepers in England – to around 

532 on any given night. 

■ In autumn 2020, research was carried out to show whether that above figure of 532 

had changed. What do you think the number of rough sleepers each night in 

England was estimated to be? 

Answer: 4,751! 

Challenge: the first person to see the head of maths, Mr Darlison, 

with the answer to the following question wins a large bag  of Dairy 

Milk chocolate: what is the percentage increase in terms of rough 

sleepers? 



Rough Sleeping: the current position 

What do you think of the following statements. Consider them one by one: 

 

 Around 3% of rough sleepers are believed to be ex-military. Soldiers are supposed to 

be ‘tough’ and ‘resilient’ - is that just a stereotype? Is that a fair view? 

 

 Around 1 in 4 of all rough sleepers has been diagnosed with a mental health 

condition. 

 

 66% of all homeless people, who have been previously in prison, re-offend within a 

year. 

Discussion Point: what are some of the reasons why people end up sleeping rough? 



Rough Sleeping: the current position 

Because of that huge increase, the current Prime Minister, Boris Johnson, has asked Dame Louise 

Casey to return back into government and launch a new Rough Sleepers Unit. She is to be called the 

Homeless Tsar! She ran the original unit for Tony Blair. 

Went to a state school in Portsmouth. 

 

Got a history degree from University of London. 

 

Was the deputy director of Shelter, the UK based 

homeless charity. 

Individual human beings – you and I – can also help, just by 

being aware of the problem. And being kind to people. 

Seeing the person behind the ‘homeless appearance’ is key. 

 

Click on this video for a beautiful story about kindness. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/InspiredVid/videos/499060320797956/


An expensive can of coke 

 

In theory, dropping litter in a public place in the UK could get you a fine of £150. 

 

In Singapore, one of the world’s cleanest places, first time offenders dropping litter are 

fined £1,140, followed by £2,270-£5,680 for further offences. 

 

The government is considering the following proposals: 

■ Raising the fine in the UK to £500 

■ Increasing the charge in shops for carrier bags to 70 pence (rather than current 

10p) 

Discuss your views on this 



President Trump has been on a state visit to India. The country has been experiencing some serious 

violence between Hindus and Muslims, particularly in the capital city Delhi. We will look at this issue next 

week in detail. Homework: research what the problem appears to be. Aim to find 3 important facts. 



Looking after your mind 

The University of Derby has just released the following research: 

People who are happiest in life: 

 Take time to notice nature 

 Spend time in green spaces 

 Smell flowers 

 Listen to birdsong 

 Spend more than an hour outdoors on 4 or more days per week 



Tyson Fury last week 

beat Deontay Wilder to 

become the WBC and 

Ring Heavy Weight 

Champion of the 

World. 

Tyson, who comes 

from a travelling 

background, is a tough 

individual.  

He is also a humble 

man, who has 

struggle with his 

emotional well-being 

and used food as a 

comfort in dark 

times. We are proud as a school to talk openly about mental health, to help break 

down any awkwardness. 

Listen to Tyson talk about his own situation – and take heart if you are 

struggling at the moment. Click on this video (only the first 3 minutes) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N5qTvdFFW8c


Form Time 2 
Art, Culture, the Environment 



Our Sculpture of the Week 

A bit of fun this week. 

 

Sculptures don’t always have to be 

serious. 

 

This one is called ‘Octopus Chess’. 

 

 

It can be found in Hastings – a small 

town in Sussex, on the coast in South 

England. 



Incredible pencil drawing 



Incredible pencil drawing 



Our Photograph of the Week 

As Mr Fuller said during last 

week’s assemblies, art can 

develop your critical thinking. 

 

Enjoy the photo, but also ask 

yourself: 

 

• What makes it good? 

• Why has an editor chosen 

this, from hundreds of 

others, to appear in their 

national newspaper? 

A soldier on exercise last week 

in Thailand, South-East Asia 



The following 

photographs are 

included to 

develop your 

enjoyment of 

human creativity, 

whilst helping 

teach us all about 

what is going on 

in our world at the 

moment. 



USA. 

 

Washington DC. 

 

African American 

supporters of Donald 

Trump pray for him at the 

end of a news conference 

and meeting in the 

Cabinet Room at the White 

House.  

 

At the meeting, the 

president talked about the 

economic advances black 

people have made under 

his administration. 



Greece 

 

The sad problem of 

displaced people 

continues each week. 

 

Afghan migrants arrive in 

a dinghy on a beach near 

the village of Skala 

Sikamias. 



England. 

 

Bristol (South-West 

England). 

 

A knitted Greta 

Thunberg doll is held 

aloft as environmental 

activists gather before 

the Youth Strike 4 

Climate protest at 

College Green. 



USA. 

New York. 

Armed corrections officers 

clear the pavement for an 

ambulance escorting 

Harvey Weinstein from a 

Manhattan courthouse. A 

jury found Weinstein guilty 

of rape for an attack in a 

New York hotel and guilty 

of a criminal sex act. The 

fallen Hollywood film 

producer could face 25 

years in prison and will 

have to register as a sex 

offender. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gaza Strip 

 

Israel/ Palestine 

 

 

Teargas canisters 

are fired by Israeli 

forces towards 

Palestinian 

demonstrators 

protesting against 

Israeli 

settlements and 

Donald Trump’s 

Middle East 

peace plan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Environment: Positive news 

■ The blue whale is making a comeback. 

■ A recent 23 day marine survey counted 55 animals in the waters off South Georgia (Atlantic 

Ocean). 

■ This is an unprecedented number in the decades since commercial whaling ended. 

■  South Georgia was the epicentre for hunting in the early 20th Century. 



The Environment: Positive news 

The Los Angeles Fire Department ordered its first electric fire engine Monday. The Rosenbauer 

Concept Fire Truck, or CFT, will cost $1.2 million and is set to debut in 2021. 

 

The UK is not too far behind. 

 

Click on this video. 

https://www.itv.com/news/meridian/2018-11-29/fire-engine-of-the-future-goes-on-display/


Our  Artist of  the  Week 








