
Our World 
 

  A special focus this week on the coronavirus  



Kofi Annan was born in Ghana. He was a diplomat and rose to become 

the Secretary-General of the United Nations. He was awarded the 

Nobel Peace Prize in 2001. He died in Switzerland in 2018. 

Let’s look at the truth of the Coronavirus. 

 

Education and understanding are key here. 

 

Education helps us to be aware, rather than overly anxious. 

 

Although it is a difficult time for our country, you are also living 

through history and a world event that your own children will 

probably study one day when they go to school! 



What do we know about Coronavirus? 

 

It is a virus that first appeared in China. 

 

The exact source is not yet known, but 

scientists believe it may have been linked 

to a local sea food market. Many 

scientists now suggest there is a direct 

link to bats. 

 

It is spread from person to person. 

 

The virus causes a disease called COVID-

19, and its typical symptoms are: 

 

 Cough 

 Fever 

 Shortness of breath 

Is there a cure for Coronavirus? 

 

Not yet – there has not been enough time to develop a 

vaccine, although scientists are working hard on this. 

 

Prevention is the only way, which includes frequent 

hand-washing, coughing into the bend of your elbow, 

and staying at home if you are sick. 
Click on this video for more information 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mNB8zN5CQGc


A world wide problem. 

 

 

This map was the 

situation at the end of 

last week. 

 

It will already be out of 

date by the time you 

read this. 



Everything is moving fast, but as of last Friday when this slide was prepared: 

 

 The UK has moved from ‘containing’ the coronavirus to ‘delaying’ it. 

 There are 596 positive cases confirmed but the actual hidden number of infected people could 
be between 5,000-10,000 people. 

 

 Scientists think that the worst of the virus will peak in around 10-14 weeks time. 

 

 The UK government are trying to avoid really serious measures being introduced too early 
because they are not believed to be sustainable for that long and will lose effectiveness just at 
the time when things become more serious. This is a different approach from other EU 
countries who have introduced more stringent measures – time will tell who is right.  

 

 Sporting events and larger gatherings are increasingly being cancelled (eg Formula 1, cricket and 
golf tours, even the Premier and Champions League). 



Milan, Italy – the main city square, virtually deserted after the country was effectively put on 

lockdown. Italy have gone for more stringent measures now, effectively locking down the 

country, closing schools and public areas, and preventing travel. 



Manila, Philippines (South-East Asia) 

Emergency services spray disinfectant in a 

market. 

Washington, USA 

Donald Trump speaks to the media alongside members  

of his coronavirus taskforce. The USA has banned all 

travel from Europe and the UK. 



Spain goes into lockdown, with travel restrictions 

Italy on lockdown 



People’s health is the obvious priority, but widen your thinking to consider the cost to 
the UK and the world wide economy because of: 

 Reduction in tourism (which brings in money) 

 Pubs and restaurants having less customers (and losing money) 

 The cancellation of large sporting and entertainment events 

 Businesses (especially small – under 100 staff) unable to operate properly when staff 
are sick in large numbers 

 Airlines losing customers and potentially going bankrupt 

 The stock market crashing and billions of pounds being wiped off investments (which 
in turn causes long term impact on retired people’s pensions) 

Remember: the less money being generated, the less tax that the government gets….which 

means the country has less money to spend on key things……..and health care, schools, 

social care, transport etc all suffer. 



Rishi Sunak, MP 

 

Appointed to Boris Johnson’s Cabinet 

as Chancellor of the Exchequer in 

Feb 2020. 

 

The position is one of the 4 great 

offices of state – he is now 

considered to be the most powerful 

man in British politics, after the 

Prime Minister. 

 

The Chancellor is responsible for all 

financial and economic affairs of the 

UK. 

 

 



The Chancellor delivered his first budget to the House of Commons last week. 

The budget is designed to set out how the government plans to spend the nation’s money 
each year. There is normally one budget per year. 

We will learn about this budget in more detail next week, but let us look at some of the 
measures Rishi Sunak has put in place to help the UK financially with the Coronavirus: 

 

Suspension of business rates for many companies in England 

Extending sick pay for workers 

Emergency cut in interest rates 

Massive boost of funds for the National Health Service 

 

The budget announced an overall budget spend of £30 billion, of which £12 billion is to be 
spent directly on dealing with the coronavirus. 

 

Maths challenge: what % of the overall budget spend is being used to deal with 
coronavirus? The first 3 people to see Mr Darlison, Head of Maths, win a chocolate bar – 
you must give him the right answer, and show him how you worked it out. 



Click on this video for a final educational overview 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iZdwoHSLUvM

