


A more comic sculpture this week.

Think about:

 What sort of reactions and questions it 

provokes?

 Is this type of sculpture to be encouraged 

in our public places?



Taken last week in the 

Dudhwa National Park, 

India.

A mother walks with 

her 5 cubs.

Proof that the number 

of tigers in India is 

slowly starting to rise 

again.

The other photographs 

which follow teach us 

about other current 

events



Democratic Republic of the Congo

Felix, a baby chimpanzee rescued from 

poachers, at a centre for primates in the 

province of South Kivu

Learning Task

Research 10 interesting facts about the DRC



Japan

A member of 

staff preserves 

the Olympic 

flame in a 

lantern during 

the Flame of 

Recovery 

special 

exhibition, a 

day after the 

postponement 

of the Tokyo 

2020 Olympic 

and Paralympic 

Games was 

announced



South Korea

Lanterns light up 

Jogye temple in 

downtown Seoul, 

part of the 

Buddha’s birthday 

celebration that 

falls on 30 April 

this year. The 

temple is the main 

office of the Jogye

Order, the largest 

Buddhist sect in 

South Korea



New York, USA.

Ballet dancer 

and performer 

Ashlee 

Montague of 

New York wears 

a gas mask while 

she dances in 

Times Square as 

the coronavirus 

outbreak 

continues in 

Manhattan.

Learning Task

Look at a map 

& see where 

Manhattan is



 Art puts us in touch with our creative side.

 Art helps us to express emotions & feelings.

 Art enables us to express ideas and challenge 

thinking.

 Art develops our analytical, thinking skills.

 Art brings joy and fulfilment.

The following few slides are designed to connect 

you with all of these elements – enjoy, but ask a few 

questions about a particular picture, and consider 

how you respond to each one.

























Politics, People, Key Events



Jeremy Corbyn has taken part in his final Prime Minister’s Question Time.

He is stepping down as Labour Leader, and will head to the backbenches. He 
has promised though he will continue to campaign, and his voice will ‘not be 
stilled’.

Click on this video to see the Prime Minister’s tribute to him (and his response)

Click on this video

The coronavirus is currently hampering the 4 

month 

campaign to elect a new leader for Labour.

More on this after Easter.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-politics-52036463/pmqs-johnson-pay-tribute-to-corbyn-at-final-pmqs-as-leader


There is more than enough current news available about this issue, so the next few 
slides are only going to focus on 2 key areas, to help students think about the wider 
issues involved:

Area 1: slides which visually highlight the world wide nature of the pandemic.

Area 2: thinking about how the crisis might change the UK over the long term

Learning tasks

Get a map up, and look at the locations/countries on the following slides

Have a discussion with your parents and friends (online) about the changes that we 
could see long term, including some positive ones.



Caracas, 

Venezuela

A woman 

wears a 

homemade 

mask as a 

precaution 

against 

coronavirus



Madrid, 

Spain

A teenage 

girl self-

isolates in 

her room



Manila, 

Philippines

A woman 

checks her 

phone 

outside her 

home as the 

Philippines 

orders half 

its 

population 

to stay home



Edinburgh, 

Scotland

The Fiddler’s 

Arms pub in 

the 

Grassmarket

area of the 

city closes to 

the public for 

the 

foreseeable 

future



Rio de 

Janeiro, 

Brazil

An image of 

the Earth is 

beamed on 

to the Christ 

the 

Redeemer 

statue as a 

show of 

support for 

those 

affected by 

coronavirus



Chennai, 

India

Volunteers 

distribute 

food to 

migrant 

workers 

during the 

first day of 

a 21-day 

governmen

t-imposed 

nationwide 

lockdown



Johannesbur

g, South 

Africa

Shoppers 

make their 

way through 

a 

supermarket 

before the 

country goes 

into 

lockdown for 

21 days.



Rome, Italy

Francesca 

Valagussa, 40, 

practises 

yoga using an 

online course 

during the 

coronavirus 

lockdown



Buenos 

Aires, 

Argentina

A 

supermarket 

cashier waits 

for 

customers 

behind a 

makeshift 

plastic 

curtain as a 

precaution 

against 

coronavirus



Dakar, 

Senegal

A girl 

washes her 

hands at 

the 

entrance of 

her 

parents’ 

house in 

Pikine, on 

the 

outskirts of 

the city



Barcelona, 

Spain

A soldier 

stands next 

to beds in a 

temporary 

hospital for 

vulnerable 

people at 

the Fira

Barcelona 

Montjuïc

centre



 Supermarkets have been stripped bare.

 Flights are grounded.

 Workers have been laid off; furloughed; sent home.

 A Conservative government has nationalised the railways and is paying people not 
to work.

Just some examples of how, in less than a fortnight, Britain has experienced the type 
of social and political upheaval that normally only happens when there is a 
revolution.

So, is this a brief moment of national solidarity – or a ‘new normal’?

The world is used to adapting to traumas like war and famine but in the global west 
at least, this situation is unprecedented in the modern age.

Think about some of the following issues……….



Supermarkets previously only accounted for about 60% of the food consumed in the UK. The rest 
came from things like your Friday night fish and chips, takeaways, and local shops.

However, with pubs, restaurants, shops closing,  supermarkets and grocery delivery companies will 
thrive. The number of people visiting a supermarket in the week ending 17 March rose by 15 million, 
and average spending was up 16%. 

For a long time, coronavirus is going to take a scythe through the normality of food - our culture of 
eating what we like, when will like, will be affected, for example probably by the disappearance of 
seasonal fruits and vegetables - thanks to holds ups at borders and decreased freight flights. No more 
strawberries in winter potentially! 

Thinking and Discussion Task

Are there any positives around this? Will it encourage a new generation to be more aware 
of food cycles and production, and a closer connection with where our food comes from? 
Will it encourage some lost skills like home cooking?

Spend 30 minutes with your parent planning a weekly budget for the household (this will 
also help you appreciate how much you cost to keep!). Watch over the next few weeks to 
see how the availability of certain types of food is potentially affected. Keep a little journal 
on this.



The UK has 2.8 doctors per 1,000 people.

This is lower than Spain and Italy which have 4.1 doctors per 1,000 patients. 

April is likely to be the first big pinch point for the NHS. 

Most non-essential operations and medical appointment are being cancelled, so that as many front 
line staff as possible are available at this time. 65,000 recently retired doctors and nurses are being 
asked to return to work. 

Some difficult decisions will be ahead, regarding who in society gets access to, at times, possibly 
limited resources.

Thinking Task

This is not meant to be an upsetting thought but an exercise in raising awareness of how a country 
meets a national emergency: think about, if you were Prime Minister, who would you ensure gets first 
access to things like:

 Testing for coronavirus

 Protective kits like face masks and special clothing

 Emergency access and treatments for other particular types of diseases or illnesses

 Medicine



 With people working from home, and realising there is some excellent IT facilities 
to help, it may well be that many businesses of the future review how much actual 
face-to-face can be replaced by technology. Many offices could ‘shrink’ long term.

 2 years ago, a national survey asked about how and why people do or don’t take 
advantage of the legal right to ask for flexible working from their employer. They 
found that while women took the option, men didn’t, for fear that it would adversely
affect their career. As many are now being forced to work from home, will this 
inhibition change? Are expectations of how people work in the future likely to 
change?

 Nearly 3 million people are employed in the retail sector in the UK. With more 
online access, automation, and more centralised warehouses, is this going to 
deliver another long term blow to the future of our already declining high streets?

Additional thinking and discussion task

You have all experienced online learning now. What are the implications of this for 
education and schools/universities long term? Are there some good aspects that you 
think could be used well in the future, including for your own children one day?



With industry and travel across the world paused, there are some bright spots:

There has been a massive drop in the release of nitrogen dioxide

In China, pollution levels are 30% lower than normal

In northern Italy, nitrogen dioxide levels have fallen by 40%

The waters of Venice are becoming clearer – cormorants and many species of 
fish have returned (sadly not dolphins as reported – this was fake news!)

Thinking Task

Is this not evidence to indicate how our world and environment can be positively 
changed for the better, if human beings put some real determination & sacrifice 
into the climate crisis agenda? This is the world that you are soon going to be 
adult leaders in, and a world in which many will raise a family.



Look at the tips on the academy’s website, under our Distant Learning Plan.

But 3 other useful tips on how to handle self-isolation:

Tip 1: Resolve

Take charge of the situation and don’t become a victim:

Stay cheerful, not negative and pessimistic

Keep up with personal hygiene – change your clothes and don’t sleep until 
midday!

Set learning targets to achieve: online work, your own project, reading

Try to exercise and get outside for a period of time

Help others – a text, a phone call, face time. This always makes you feel better



Tips 2 & 3 : Relax & Reflect

One of the characteristics of modern life is its frantic pace:

Slow down and make time to read, reflect, and think about who you are, what 
you want from your future life, what type of character qualities you want to 
develop

Enjoy your family time, and have those deeper conversations

Put time and effort into developing your friendships

No one wanted the self-isolation, but it has happened. Make it a blessing, 
not a burden.



There have been incredible examples acts of kindness and generosity:

The Hornets have lent Vicarage Road to Watford NHS, as an additional large 
area for hospital treatments.

Over 400,000 people across the UK responded within 48 hours to the 
government’s call to join an NHS Volunteer Scheme, to help make calls to the 
vulnerable, to pick up their medication, and do food shopping.

Supermarkets have a special hour of shopping where only the elderly, people 
with disabilities, and NHS front line staff are allowed in to shop

Neighbours are actively looking after each other

There was a National Clap Campaign on Thursday night, were people were 
encouraged to stand on their door steps at 8pm and clap, to acknowledge those 
on the NHS front line fight against coronavirus

You live in a wonderful country. Remember that.


