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Our World:People, Politics, Key Events 



FRIDAY 31 JANUARY 

 

 

The UK officially left the European Union at 11pm last Friday. 

It was a historical moment that brought joy to some….and sadness to others. 

  

 

Click on this video 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cfARIU1bt3A


FRIDAY 31 JANUARY 

 

We now enter a ‘transition period’ of 11 months. 

During the transition the UK will continue to obey EU rules and pay money to the EU. Most 
things will stay the same but there will be some changes: 

UK MEPs lose their seats in the European Parliament 

The UK will not attend any more EU Summits (special meetings) unless invited 

The Government’s Brexit Department will formally close next week 

We will be hearing lots of talk (and arguments) over future trade deals 

The old blue coloured British passports will start to be re-issued (no more burgundy 
coloured ones, although these will still be valid) 

3 million Brexit coins will enter public circulation, from Friday 

 



What will stay the same during the next 11 months Transition Period: 

 UK citizens will still be able to travel in the EU as before 

 Driving licences & pet passports will still work as before 

 European Health Insurance Cards (EHIC) which allow UK citizens state 

provided medical treatment abroad will still be valid 

 The UK will still continue to contribute to the EU budget 

 EU-UK trade will still continue without any extra checks or costs 

 



A basketball tragedy: Kobe Bryant 

Kobe was killed last week in a 

helicopter crash, along with 9 other 

people. 

 

His death has sent shockwaves through 

the NBA and beyond. 

 

He was 41 years old, and played for 

The Lakers. 

 

He was one of the world’s greatest 

sportsmen. 

 

He had: Guts. Determination. A great 

work ethic. 

 

Click on this video 

. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WGVWyKo9zlg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AITZWgfX7J0


The Times Building in Los Angeles, California, projected Kobe’s silhouette onto the side of its office block in tribute 



BEYOND CHINA: A GLOBAL EMERGENCY 

 The first 2 cases of the coronavirus in the UK were confirmed last week. 

 The coronavirus is believed to have been passed to humans from infected animals. 

 Quick bit of Science: most animals carry a range of pathogens - bacteria and viruses 
that can cause disease. 

 The pathogen's evolutionary survival depends on infecting new hosts - and jumping to 
other species is one way to do this. 

 As of last Friday, a total of 192 people who have returned from China to the UK 
have been tested and come back negative for the flu-like virus. 

 The virus appears to have started in the Chinese city of Wuhan, but has now spread 
to at least 16 other countries.  A number of people, particularly the infirm and the 
elderly, have died. 

The World Health Organisation has declared the situation a ‘global emergency’ 
rather than just a Chinese problem. 

 

 



A little bit of  inspiration: Stephanie Jallen 

Guts. Determination. A great work ethic. 

 

 Click on this video 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9jmSijS_cK0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9jmSijS_cK0


Senegal (Africa): a monster of  a hero 

 Modou Fall has been struggling for years to alert people to the problems caused by 
single-use plastics, especially plastic bags. 

 To raise awareness, he dresses as a 'plastic bag monster' and walks the streets of 
Senegal's capital Dakar, explaining the need to re-use and recycle plastic products. 

 Guts. Determination. A great work ethic 

  

 Click on the video to be inspired. 

  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/world-africa-50763654/senegal-s-plastic-recycling-monster-campaigns-for-a-cleaner-country
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/world-africa-50763654/senegal-s-plastic-recycling-monster-campaigns-for-a-cleaner-country
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/world-africa-50763654/senegal-s-plastic-recycling-monster-campaigns-for-a-cleaner-country
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/world-africa-50763654/senegal-s-plastic-recycling-monster-campaigns-for-a-cleaner-country


Four Royal Navy submariners have completed an epic challenge that saw them row across the Atlantic 

Ocean. 

 

Team HMS Oardacious made the 3,000-mile journey in 36 days, six hours and 40 minutes. 

Some tired arms: a 36 day row 



 

Their incredible voyage saw them face 40ft waves, shark-infested waters, busy 

shipping routes and heavy storms. 

 

Known as the “world’s toughest row”, the Talisker Whisky Atlantic Challenge sees 

teams row from La Gomera, in the Canary Islands, to Nelson’s Harbour in Antigua 



FORM TIME 2 
OUR WORLD: ART, CULTURE & 

ENVIRONMENT 



OUR SCULPTURE OF THE 
WEEK 

One more month to go (February) and winter will be officially over. 

 

Our thoughts will start to turn to spring and the warmer weather ahead. 

 

The following sand sculptures are a taste of artistic life around our beaches, and are 
meant to make you smile. 

 

Art can be found in the most unlikely places. 

 

Enjoy. 

















OUR PHOTOGRAPH OF THE 
WEEK 

Winning image for the 2019 I-Phone Photography 

Competition 

Remember the academy is holding a Photographic 

Competition – open to everyone. 

 

Theme: Change 

 

Deadline for entries: March 



OUR WORLD: OTHER NEWS IN 
PHOTOGRAPHS 

Gaza. 

 

Protests erupt 

at President 

Trump’s 

proposed new 

plan for 

peace in the 

Middle East. 

 

We will look 

at this issue in 

coming weeks. 



Germany. 

 

Berlin Zoo. 

 

Meng Meng 

has her first 

press 

conference, 

with her 5 

month old cub. 

 

China lent the 

panda to the 

zoo in 2016. 



Nairobi, Kenya: passengers wear face masks while waiting to be screened for coronavirus as they arrive at the 

airport from China. Many countries are having to monitor people travelling back from China. 



Hawaii:  

 

A Brazilian 

surfer wipes 

out in 

practice at 

the Pipeline 

reef break 

on Oahu’s 

north shore, 

before the 

Volcom Pipe 

Pro surfing 

competition 



USA 

 

Supporters of 

Donald Trump 

wrap up warm 

& listen to his 

latest 

campaign 

speech. 

 

 

Despite his 

impeachment 

trial, Trump is 

asking people 

to vote for him 

for President 

again in the 

USA election in 

November. 



Mexico 

 

White pelicans 

are seen after 

migrating 

thousands of 

miles from the 

colder northern 

climate of 

America and 

Canada. 

 










