
 

 
 
 
 
14 January 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

In preparation for the Year 10 mock exams, which are due to start the week commencing 

Monday 3rd February. Please find below some guidance on what topics students should be 

revising. Please encourage students to use this to continue to add to the revision timetable 

they have completed in their PSHE lesson. During January, during form time students will be 

given guidance on topics such as the most effective way to revise, putting them in the best 

possible position to succeed in their Year 10 mock exams. 

As a guideline, students should be revising on average between 45-60 minutes per night 

during the school week. Students should be accessing Google Classroom regularly as 

teachers often update this with relevant information. 

I would also like to take this time to emphasise the importance of reading within Year 10. 

Students should be encouraged to read for a minimum of 20 minutes per day. Research 

suggests that students with a reading age equivalent to their biological age or higher, 

achieve better GCSE grades than those who don’t. For a suggested reading list, please 

speak with your child’s English teacher. 

We would like students to become more responsible for their learning, therefore I would 

encourage students to speak with their teachers in the first instance, if they are unsure about 

anything mentioned below.  

 

Kind regards, 

S Quinn 

Mr S Quinn 

Year 10 Achievement Leader.



Psychology 

Students should be revising the topics: 

 Psychological Problems 

 Memory, Social Influence 

 Research Methods. 

Knowledge Organisers and key information and studies will be uploaded onto their Google classroom. Students should use their books from 

last year as well as the textbook that was recommended - AQA Psychology 2nd eds Stanley, Boswell, Harris, Hayes, Knight, Mendis ISBN: 

9780198413639.  

 

History 

Students need to revision The People's Health and The Elizabethans (what they have studied so far) section of their course. 

Extra information can be found on Google classroom and many of the students now also have a revision folder for People's Health that they 

created for homework this term.  

 

English 

The Mock Exams in February/March 2020 will test students on their Language Paper 1 (fiction) skills 

Students have been given 3 practice exam papers to complete for homework. Support is available for parents and students on Google 
Classroom (GCSE ENGLISH SUPPORT MATERIALS)  
 
There are also CGP Revision guides (GCSE AQA English Language) that you can usually pick up second hand. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GCSE MUSIC 
 
Overview 
 

Content overview Assessment overview 

1 (or more) Solo Performance(s) on your chosen instrument – 15% 
3 minutes playing time 

1 composition written for your instrument – 15% 3 minutes length 
*Set your own brief* 

Linked to Area of Study 1: My Music 

Integrated 
Portfolio 
60 marks 

30% of the total 
GCSE 

1 (or more) Ensemble Performance(s) – 15% 
1 minute (minimum) 

1 composition to a Board Set Brief this has been handed out  - 15% 
Linked to Area of Study 2, 3, 4 or 5 

Practical 
component 
60 marks 

30% of the total 
GCSE 

A written paper with a CD 
Aural recognition and context from music - Areas of Study 2, 3, 4 & 5 

Listening and 
Appraising 
80 marks 

40% of the total 
GCSE 

 
Performance 
We want students to be performing at Grade 3 standard, heading for Grade 4 by the end of Year 10.  At the end of Year 10 students will be 
used to performing as a soloist and ensemble musician.  It is advisory to have instrumental lessons in or out of school, this allows the student to 
perform at their highest standard on their instrument and/or voice. 
 
Composition 
Students need to complete a draft composition in Year 10 for the Free Composition.  This allows time for review and completion in the first two 
weeks of Year 11 so adequate time is spent on the second composition that is set by the OCR board in September 2020.  
 



Listening and Appraising written Paper 
This is the largest weighed component of the course.  Students will sit a listening exam of 1 hour 15 minutes which include x6 listening 
questions, rhythmic and melodic dictation question and study of an unfamiliar piece (not studied in class) and a comparative essay of two 
pieces of similar music. 
 
Where to start? 
Learn your Musical Elements inside out! Theory is important and is needed, particularly for the listening paper and composition.  That said, the 
exam is based on your ability to understand the key music vocabulary of the Elements, and recognise them by ear. 
 
Start listening to, and learning your Areas of Study - Concerto Through Time, Rhythms of the World, Film Music, and Conventions of Pop. 
 
Listen to LOTS of music.  Immerse yourself in the music of the era so you can tell what era a piece of music is from by ear. 
 
Students can also use the websites below: 

BBC Bitesize: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zv7gxyc   
OCR Specification: https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/music-j536-from-2016/ 
Music Theory: https://www.musictheory.net/ 
 
 

Physical Education 

Students have already covered the following topics in Year 9:  

 Health and fitness 

 The different components of fitness 

 Principles of training 

 Different methods of training 

 Warm up and cool down 

 Qualitative and quantitative data 

 Arousal 

 Classification of skills on continua 

 Goal setting and SMART targets 

 Guidance and feedback 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zv7gxyc
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/music-j536-from-2016/
https://www.musictheory.net/


 Aggression, personality and motivation 
 

In Year 10 to date, students have covered the following topics:  

 Bones 

 Muscles and muscle action 

 Types of joints and the movements possible 

 Pathway of air through the lungs and gaseous exchange 

 Aerobic and anaerobic  

 Immediate and long term effects of exercise 
 

Students should use the notes and support sheets used in lessons to help them revise. They can also purchase the PE revision guide on 
parent pay to help. 
 
Students can also use the websites below: 
https://www.s-cool.co.uk/gcse/pe  

https://www.senecalearning.com/ 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/znyb4wx 

 
Computer Science 

 System Architecture (Year 9) 

 Networks (Year 9) 

 System Software and Security (Year 10) 

 Ethics (Current Unit) 

 Algorithms (Year 9) 
 

They should have the CGP Books to help revise. 

They also have access to teach-ict.com: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/znyb4wx


Teach-ict.com login information: 

Username: WD233AA 

Password: binary3 

 
MFL 

Y10 French/Spanish and Mandarin will be studying: -  

Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest 

 Topic 2: Social Issues (Charity/voluntary work and Healthy and unhealthy living) 

Resources:- 

1. Kerboodle (students know their login),  

2. languagesonline,  

3. BBC Bitesize 

4. Llinguascope (students know their login) 

5. Duolingo (apps) 

6. PiXL Resources

 

Maths 

The year 10s have done a mock already, so they have started the process of revision.  The following is what they should be doing in 

preparation for the next mock: 

Taking their blue assessment folders home (they CANNOT lose these), and looking through their personal mistakes.  Each teacher has got the 

students to correct their mock papers in green pen, so they should essentially have perfectly answered manuscripts to learn from. 

They should take their books home to memorise all the maths they've done this term. 

They should become very familiar with MathsWatch.  Each student has an account, and the first thing to do would be to catch up on all their 

homework tasks.  Next, take topics from their assessment folders that they have gaps in, and watch the videos for these topics on MathsWatch.  

The site also has interactive questions the students can do, that are marked automatically by the site.  There are also downloadable 

worksheets attached to every video. 

 



Food Studies 

Students can take their folders home BUT they must bring them to every theory lesson.  

They also have access to the online textbook at home and they know the password 

They each have a set of nutrition flashcards 

Students should revise: - 

 Nutrition - they should now know all the nutrients 

 Healthy eating - the eatwell plate 

 Food choice - religion, reasons for food choice, labelling, countries,  

 Food safety - micro-organisms, danger zone, personal hygiene etc 

 Food Science - answers to the questions on all the recipes we have done. 
 

 

 
DT 

YR 10 MOCK EXAM HELP SHEET 

MATERIALS AND THEIR WORKING PROPERTIES 

PAPER AND BOARD 

 How it can be classified 

 The different types 

 Named examples of materials 

 Where they can be used 

 Their physical properties/ features- HARD, TOUGH, DURABLE, MALEABLE 

 How they can be used in products / product design   
 

 



TIMBER/ WOOD 

 How it can be classified 

 The different types 

 Named examples of materials 

 Where they can be used 

 Their physical properties/ features- HARD, TOUGH, DURABLE, MALEABLE 

 How they can be used in products/ product design   
 

PLASTICS/ POLYMERS 

 How it can be classified 

 The different types 

 Named examples of materials 

 Where they can be used 

 Their physical properties/ features- HARD, TOUGH, DURABLE, MALEABLE 

 How they can be used in products/ product design   
 

METALS 

 How it can be classified 

 The different types 

 Named examples of materials 

 Where they can be used 

 Their physical properties/ features- HARD, TOUGH, DURABLE, MALEABLE 

 How they can be used in products/ product design   
 

TEXTILES 

 How it can be classified 

 The different types 

 Named examples of materials 

 Where they can be used 



 Their physical properties/ features- HARD, TOUGH, DURABLE, MALEABLE 

 How they can be used in products/ product design   
 

MODERN MATERIALS 

 The different types 

 Named examples of materials 

 Where they can be used 

 Their physical properties/ features- HARD, TOUGH, DURABLE, MALEABLE 

 How they can be used in products/ product design   
 

SMART MATERIALS 

 The different types 

 Named examples of materials 

 Where they can be used 

 Their physical properties/ features- HARD, TOUGH, DURABLE, MALEABLE 

 How they can be used in products/ product design   
 

MATHS SECTION- RELATED TO MEASURING MATERIALS AND SPACE 

 Area of a square 

 Area of a rectangle 

 Volumes of solid objects 
 

PRODUCT DESIGN PRINCIPLES 

 Researching and ways to collect data 

 Reading graphs and data 

 Calculating percentages 

 Evaluating products 

 Product analysis 



 Designing for children 
 

NEW AND EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES 

 Industry automation 

 Business enterprise 

 Sustainability and design 

 How people impact design and manufacturing 

 How cultures can impact design  

 How society impacts design and manufacturing 

 Positive and negative impacts of products 
 

PRODUCTION SYSTEMS 

 Automation 

 CAD, CAM, CNC, Just in time and lean manufacturing 
 

EVALUATING NEW AND EMERGING TECHNOLOGY 

 Planned obsolesces 

 Ethics 

 The environment 

 What happens to products when they are disposed 
 

ENERGY 

 Fossil fuels 

 Nuclear power 

 Renewable energy 

 Energy storage and batteries 
 
 



ALL TOPIC POWERPOINTS ARE ON GOOGLE CLASSROOM, EXTRA HELP FROM  
WWW.TECHNOLOGYSTUDENT.COM 
 

Science 

Please note this has previously be sent out. 

 

http://www.technologystudent.com/

