
FORM TIME 1 



Brexit…..and beyond 

Some key information to be aware of: 

Boris Johnson’s Brexit Withdrawal Bill has now been passed by the House of Commons (where the 
Conservatives, following their General Election win, have a clear majority of MPs) and the UK will leave 
the EU on 31 January 2020. 

However, remember this is just the first ‘hurdle’ cleared – there will be challenging negotiations ahead 
over the next 11 months or so, as the UK enters further negotiations around trying to agree linked 
deals around issues such as trade. If these fail, it is still possible we will end up having left the EU 
without a formally agreed ‘deal’, which most people think would be very bad economically for the UK. 

However, although we will keep a regular eye on the above situation, over the coming weeks we are 
going to look at other political issues, including: 

 The search for a new leader of the Labour Party, now Jeremy Corbyn has announced he will step 
down following Labour’s catastrophic defeat in the recent General Election. 

 An overview of what has gone well for the UK over the last decade (and the challenges in the next 
few years ahead, by which time most of you will have reached your early 20s) 

 The impeachment of the US President Donald Trump (and his coming trial) 

 The growing problem with Iran, following the assassination of one of its top military generals 

 

 

 

 



Iran:  an introduction 

Iran, sometimes called Persia, is a country in the Middle East (Western Asia). 

It has around 82 million inhabitants, which makes it the 18th most populous country in 

the world. 

Its capital city is Tehran. 



Iran:  an introduction 

Iran is home to one of the world’s oldest civilizations, and its history can be traced back 

to when various kingdoms amalgamated together in the 4th century BCE. 

Iran has played a major contribution to art, philosophy and science. 

In 1979 a major event called the Iranian Revolution happened, whereby the last King of 

Iran was overthrown, and the Islamic Republic of Iran established under the control of 

an individual known as the Grand Ayatollah (aka ‘The Supreme Leader’). 

                                        

                                 The current Supreme Leader in Iran is Ali Khamenei, who has ruled 

                                 Iran for the last three decades. 



Iran…. a growing problem for the West 

The United States, and most Western powers, initially supported the Iranian Revolution. 

However, the relationship between Iran and the West has becoming increasingly difficult 

over the last 20 years, particularly over: 

 The increasing authoritarian regime within Iran, which is run by the ‘Supreme 

Leader’ and has a very poor record on human rights and severely limits freedom of 

individuals. 

 Its hatred of Israel, and its clear intent to literally destroy that country. 

 The support of Iran for terrorist organisations, and organisations which have fought 

in places like Iraq and Syria against the USA and its allies (including the UK). 

 The desire for Iran to secretly develop a nuclear weapon, and its disregard for 

conditions and sanctions that the international community have put in place to stop 

this happening  



Iran: an assassination  

Tensions have escalated significantly last week, after President Trump ordered the 
killing of one of Iran’s top military officers, General Soleimani. 

Using a drone, the USA fired a rocket at a convoy containing General, shortly after he 
landed at Baghdad airport- it killed him and a number of other people. 

 Click on this video to learn more 

President Trump said he authorised the killing, as the USA had intelligence that General 
was involved in the planning of future terrorist attacks against the West – he justified 
the pre-emptive strike, saying the USA had a right to defend itself in advance of an 
attack. 

Iran has threatened ‘revenge’ – everyone is waiting to see what their response will be. 

President Trump has said he will ‘hit’ Iran ‘very hard and very fast’ if they strike back. 

 Click on this video to learn more 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pChFGe57mLk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7DxwV8GCryU


British Values: Your Thoughts  

One of our key British values and core beliefs is: 

The rule of law. 

 

Some questions to prompt a discussion: 

 

• Is it justified to assassinate an individual in another 

country in this way? 

 

• What if the man is responsible for planning terrorist 

attacks on our country and has the blood of many 

innocent victims on his hands already? 

 

• What if there is collateral damage? Is it justified to 

still assassinate him, knowing that some nearby 

people, perhaps children, could also be accidentally 

killed in a drone missile attack? 

 

• What if the killing is justified, but the consequences 

provoke more serious revenge attacks? 
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Australia: a burning land 



Wild fires: the facts 

Wild fires are nothing new to Australia – they happen every year there when the weather is 
very hot and the dry bush easily catches fire. 

However, at the moment (remember it is summer there now) the temperatures have soared 
– the capital city Sydney in New South Wales reached over 49 degrees last week! 

The brutal temperatures have caused massive wild fires, which have resulted in the following 
stark facts: 

 

■ 25 people have died so far, including firefighters 

■ 1300 homes have been completely destroyed, including whole communities 

■ 6 million hectares have burnt 

■ Half a billion animals are estimated to have died 

■ Several species of animals have been ‘plummeted into extinction’ 

 

Click on the following maps and images to see the extent of what is a national disaster for 
Australia. 

 

 













Click on this video of Kangaroo Valley to see the reality on the ground 

Click on this video for a 5 minute overview of what has been happening 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-australia-50999546
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2TcbIgmQxDA

