
Personal Development: Form Time 1 

Our World: people, politics and key news 



The General Election 



Our democratic system means that the House of Commons allows for 650 Members of 

Parliament, all of whom must be elected by the public vote. 

 

The Conservatives won the General Election with a clear majority, as follows: 

 

Conservatives: 365 

Labour: 203 

Scottish National Party (SNP): 48 

Liberal Democrats: 11 

Other parties in total: 33 

The map to the left showed how 

London voted (blue is Conservative; 

red is Labour) 

But then look at the national map 

overleaf 







Any government in power needs to have a majority in order to be able to pass its policies into law 

– in effect, it means they have more MPs in the House of Commons on their side than all of the 

opposition parties, and so the vote should (theoretically!) always go in their favour. 

 

Passing the Brexit Withdrawal Deal should now be simple, as all Conservative MPs were 

required to sign a pledge that they would support Boris’ deal before they were allowed to stand 

as a Conservative candidate at the General Election.  

 

Anyone who goes against this will simply be removed from the party, so Boris hold all the power 

over this - which is what he wanted. 

 

Withdrawing from the EU should be done by the end of January. 

 

But: that is only the start, the first hurdle. The UK will then enter into a series of long and 

challenging negotiations with the EU, over the details of trade arrangements & other matters. 

This is the ‘2nd’ part of Brexit.  

The Future of Brexit 



The Conservatives: what they promised 

They campaigned on the slogan: ‘Get Brexit done – unleash Britain’s potential’. 

Now they have been elected, it is essential that they are held to account on delivering their key 
promises, which were: 

■ Deliver Brexit immediately, by getting Parliament to approve the new deal Boris Johnson 
negotiated in the autumn. Now they have a working majority, passing the deal should be 
straightforward. 

■ Inject £33.9 billion into the NHS by 2024 – includes building 40 more hospitals and 5 new 
medical schools to train doctors. 

■ Provide more money for schools, and guarantee a minimum funding of £5000 per 
secondary student per year. 

■ Create 10,000 new prison spaces, and recruit 20,000 more police officers by 2022. 

■ Introduce an Australian points style system to manage immigration. 

■ Develop free trade deals around the world post-Brexit, to develop a strong economy. 

■ Work on protecting the environment. 

 

 

Click on this video to hear the Prime Minister 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cYyNDT11TeY


Our wider world: the news in photographs 



Australia: bush fires have started again due to extreme heat and dry conditions. 

Remember: although it is winter in the UK, it is summer in Australia. 



Russia: large numbers of polar bears have been gathering on the edge of a village in 

northern Russia – because weak coastal ice is preventing them from roaming further  



Hong Kong: riot police attempt to move on large numbers of protestors who have gathered outside 

a large, well known hotel. 

The protests in 

Hong Kong are now 

entering their sixth 

month. 

 

Protestors are 

demanding: 

 

• An independent 

inquiry into 

police brutality 

 

• Genuine 

democracy, 

including 

everyone having 

the right to vote. 



New Zealand: a volcano erupted last week, killing and badly injuring a number of tourists 

 

Click on this video to learn more 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O569tbc2Tcg


Form Time 2 
Our World: Art and Culture 



The variety & beauty of art 

Our particular focus this week is going to be on some amazing street art. 

 

Some of it is meant to make you smile. 

 

Some of it meant to provoke a reaction. 

 

See what you think – there are a lot of talented people out there. 

 

 

 

 

























Christmas – some facts 

 Christmas is the annual festival which commemorates the birth of Jesus Christ, and is a religious 
and cultural celebration for billions around the world. 

 The Christian faith teaches that Jesus was the son of God, who was sent into the world to atone for 
the sins of humanity and offer salvation to those who believe in him.  

 The bible tells how Jesus was born in a dirty stable in Bethlehem, because there was no room at 
the inn. 

 Many of you were in a nativity play when you were younger – the word ‘nativity’ comes from the 
Latin for ‘birth’. 

 Regardless of people’s faith (or not), Christmas is a good time to pause and reflect on the 
underlying message about loving and caring for each other, and your ‘neighbour’. 

 

All of the following photographs and images relate to Christmas Day. 

 

All of them tell a particular story. 

 

All of them are designed to provoke a reaction – to make you think 

 



Christmas Day during the First World War 1915 – for a brief moment, the guns fell silent 



The annual Christmas Day swim on the beach in Brighton 



It’s boiling hot the other side of the world in Australia – people spend Christmas Day on the beach! 



William the Conqueror was crowned King at Westminster on Christmas Day in 1066  



This is the image most of us associate with Christmas 



But Christmas is not like that for everyone: it can be a difficult and lonely time for many 

people. So, remember – be kind. 


