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The Curriculum 
 
The Curriculum in Years 9, 10 and 11 includes a core curriculum and an optional curriculum.  

Everyone follows the core curriculum, and the subjects in the optional curriculum are 

determined by student choices from the selection available. 

 

 

 

The Core Curriculum 
 

All students study English Language, English Literature, Mathematics, Science (2 or 3 GCSEs) 

and core PE.   

 

 

 

The Option Curriculum 
 

The optional curriculum is organised to maximise the choices available to students.  We want 

students to be able to make individual choices that are tailored to their own strengths at 

school.  There are many pathways to success, and a flexible approach enables as many 

students are possible to achieve this.  Students are strongly recommended to follow 

pathways dependent on their current and past performance, which are good indicators of 

likely attainment at the end of Year 11. 

 

There are two pathways, red and blue.  The red pathway includes a Language (French or 

Spanish), a Humanity (History or Geography) and two further choices from a full range of 

subjects.  This is the range of qualifications that more selective Universities look for when 

considering applications.  It also provides a broad and balanced curriculum that keeps as 

many options open for students for as long as possible.  The blue pathway provides an 

alternative to this.  It is still a challenging curriculum, but the choice of a language is 

optional. Students following the blue pathway must pick one subject from Geography or 

History and three further choices from a full range of subjects. 

The most suited pathway is decided by looking at prior attainment from KS2 and progress 

made in Year 7 and Year 8 so far.  

 

 

  

  



 

 

 

 

Careers Advice and Guidance 
 
In choosing your options, you are taking the first steps on a path that will ultimately lead to a 

career. This may be at the end of Years 11, 12, 13 or after college or university. It is 

therefore important that throughout the next three years you think hard about your future 

career and plan effective actions which will help you achieve your ambitions. 

 

As you will be aware, from September 2013 the statutory age for participating in learning has 

been raised to 18 years of age. You may opt to stay on at the academy for the 6th form, 

study a course at college or apply for an apprenticeship, but you are no longer legally allowed 

to enter full time employment until you are 18 years old. 

 

In order to help you consider the career path that would best suit you, The Bushey Academy 

works with Youth Connexions, Access Aspiration and David Ritchie and Associates to help you 

make the choices that are right for you. The academy has an excellent careers library in the 

LRC to which you have access, containing apprenticeship and university prospectuses, career 

boxes and the Real Life series.  There are also staff members available to give you the 

guidance to help you make your decision about your future. Mr Gall is the Academy’s Work 

Related Learning Coordinator, and he is always available for you to talk to if you need advice 

or would like to know more about opportunities available to you. 

 

During year 8, your final year at KS3, you will be actively accessing your future plans by 

beginning to think about your options, which will be the first major step in preparing for your 

future.  

In year 9 you will have the opportunity to experience what a work place has to offer by 

spending a day shadowing a parent or relative at their place of work. This will help you to 

understand how the work environment runs and some of the differences it has from school. 

 

In Year 10 you will have the opportunity to experience the world of work when all students 

spend five days on work experience. This is a good opportunity to develop your confidence, 

team work and communication skills and a very worthwhile opportunity to gain an insight into 

the world of work. 

 

Some career paths require you to study specific subjects. In year 11 students will have an 

appointment with an independent careers advisor from David Ritchie and Associates to 

discuss this and other career related issues. Should you need an appointment sooner or need 

a second appointment please see Mr Gall. 

 

In addition, students can access independent information and advice at home or in school 

through the following websites: 
 
www.nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk 
 
 
www.apprenticeships.org.uk 
 
  



 

 

 

 
English: Language and Literature 
 

 

Course Name:  English Language 

 

Exam Board & Syllabus Number:  AQA - 8700 

 

The English/English Literature GCSEs will be assessed by exam only, and students will be 

awarded one of nine grades, represented by the numbers 1-9, with 9 representing the highest 

level of attainment.  Twenty per cent of marks for written exams will be allocated to accurate 

spelling, punctuation and grammar in the English language GCSE and, while there will be no 

set texts, students will be expected to read widely. 

 

Poetry will also be a more significant part of the GCSE syllabus, with students required to 

study a minimum of 15 poems, by at least five different poets. 

 

 

Assessment: 

 

The qualification consists of two examined components, externally assessed by the 

examination board.  Both examinations are of 1 hour 45 mins duration, each with a 50% 

weighting.  Additionally, there is a Spoken Language component which will appear separately 

on students’ certificates; alongside the overall grade for the English GCSE. 

 

The assessment objectives for the new English GCSE are: 

 

Assessment 

Objective 
 

1 
● Identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas 

● Select and synthesise evidence from different texts. 

2 

● Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language and 

structure to achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant 

subject terminology to support their views. 

3 
● Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how these are 

conveyed, across two or more texts. 

4 
● Evaluate texts critically and support this with appropriate textual 

references. 

5 

● Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, selecting and 

adapting tone, style and register for different forms purposes and 

audiences. 

● Organise information and ideas, using structural and grammatical 

features to support coherence and cohesion of texts. 

6 
● Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose 

and effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

English: Language and Literature 

 

Course Name:  English Literature 

 

Exam Board & Syllabus Number:  AQA - 8702 

 

Students will study at least one Shakespeare play, a Victorian novel and modern British fiction 

or drama since 1914.  In addition, they will develop the skills necessary to enable them to 

respond effectively to unseen texts. 

 

Assessment: 

 

The English Literature GCSE consists of two examinations, externally assessed by the 

examination board.  Both are closed text examinations; Paper 1 is of 1 hour 45 mins duration 

while Paper 2 is of 2 hours 15 mins duration.  Each of the two examinations account for 40% 

and 60% of the students’ final mark respectively. 

 

The assessment objectives for the English Literature GCSE are: 

 

 

Assessment 

Objective 
 

1 

● Maintain a critical style and develop an informed personal response 

● Use textual references, including quotations, to support and illustrate 

interpretations. 

2 

● Analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer to create 

meanings and effects, using relevant subject terminology where 

appropriate. 

3 
● Show understanding of the relationships between texts and the 

contexts in which they are written. 

4 
● Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose 

and effect; with accurate spelling and punctuation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
Mathematics 

 

Course Name:  GCSE Mathematics 
 

Exam Board & Syllabus Number:  AQA - 8300 
 

Course Aims 

This qualification in Mathematics encourages students to develop confidence in, and have a 

positive attitude towards mathematics and they recognise the importance of mathematics in 

their own lives and to society.  This qualification prepares students to make informed 

decisions about the use of technology, the management of money, further learning 

opportunities and career choices. 
 

Course Content 

The GCSE in Mathematics extends work already completed in Key Stage 3 and introduces new 

topics in all areas of mathematical study. 
 

Learners will continue to develop knowledge, skills and understanding of mathematical 

methods and concepts, including: 

● Number 

● Ratio, Proportion and Rates of Change 

● Algebra 

● Geometry 

● Measures 

● Statistics 

● Probability 
 

They will develop and use their knowledge and understanding to make connections between 

mathematical concepts and then be able to apply the functional elements of mathematics to 

solve problems in real-life situations. 

The course gives learners the opportunity to develop the ability to: 

● acquire and use problem-solving strategies 

● select and apply mathematical techniques and methods in mathematical, every day and 

real-world situations 

● reason mathematically, make deductions and inferences and draw conclusions 

● interpret and communicate mathematical information in a variety of forms appropriate to 

the information and context. 
 

Scheme of Assessment 

● Three written papers: each contributes towards 33.3% of the final grade 

● Tiered papers 

o Foundation Tier grades 1-5 available 

o Higher Tier grades 4-9 available 

● 1 hour 30 minutes per paper 

● 80 marks on each paper 

● Papers 1F and 1H: Non-calculator 

● Papers 2F, 3F, 2H and 3H: Calculator 
 

Progression Routes 

This GCSE in Mathematics provides progression to Level 3 qualifications in numerate 

disciplines, such as Mathematics, the Sciences, Geography and any other subject which 

require mathematical skills, knowledge and understanding.  This qualification also supports 



 

 
further training and employment where mathematical skills, knowledge and understanding is 

desirable. 

 

 

Combined Science 
 

 

Course Name:  Trilogy 

 

Exam Board & Syllabus Number:  AQA - 8464 

 

 

Course Aims 

This GCSE aims to encourage candidates to: 

 Acquire a systematic body of scientific knowledge, and the skills needed to apply this in 

new and changing situations in a range of domestic, industrial and environmental 

contexts. 

 Acquire an understanding of scientific ideas, how they develop, the factors which may 

affect their development and their power and limitations. 

 Plan and carry out investigative tasks, considering and evaluating critically their own data 

and that obtained from other sources, and using ICT where appropriate. 

 Use electronic (internet, CD ROMs, databases, simulations, etc.) and/or more traditional 

sources of information (books, magazines, leaflets, etc.) to research and plan an 

investigation. 

 Select, organise and present information clearly and logically, using appropriate scientific 

terms and conventions, and using ICT where appropriate. 

 Interpret and evaluate scientific data from a variety of sources. 

 

Course Content 

 

Biology Paper 1: 

Topics 1-4 

1 hour and 15 minute paper (70 marks) 

Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer, and open response. (16.7% of GCSE) 

 

Biology Paper 2: 

Topics 5-7 

1 hour and 15 minute paper (70 marks) 

Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer, and open response. (16.7% of GCSE) 

 

Chemistry Paper 1: 

Topics 8-12 

1 hour and 15 minute paper (70 marks) 

Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer, and open response. (16.7% of GCSE) 

 

Chemistry Paper 2: 

Topics 13-17 

1 hour and 15 minute paper (70 marks) 

Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer, and open response. (16.7% of GCSE) 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

Physics Paper 1: 

Topics 18-21 

1 hour and 15 minute paper (70 marks) 

Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer, and open response. (16.7% of GCSE) 

 

 

Physics Paper 2: 

Topics 22-24: 

1 hour and 15 minute paper (70 marks) 

Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer, and open response. (16.7% of GCSE) 

 

 

Scheme of Assessment 

        There are six papers: two biology, two chemistry and two physics. Each of the papers  
will assess knowledge and understanding from distinct topic areas. 
 

Progression Routes 

Combined Science at GCSE will provide you with plenty of opportunities for further 

progression.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

Biology 
 

 

 

Course Name:  GCSE Biology 

 

Exam Board & Syllabus Number:  AQA - 8461 

 

 

Course Aims 

This GCSE aims to encourage candidates to: 

 Acquire a systematic body of scientific knowledge, and the skills needed to apply this in 

new and changing situations in a range of domestic, industrial and environmental 

contexts. 

 Acquire an understanding of scientific ideas, how they develop, the factors which may 

affect their development and their power and limitations. 

 Plan and carry out investigative tasks, considering and evaluating critically their own data 

and that obtained from other sources, and using ICT where appropriate. 

 Use electronic (internet, CD ROMs, databases, simulations, etc.) and/or more traditional 

sources of information (books, magazines, leaflets, etc.) to research and plan an 

investigation. 

 Select, organise and present information clearly and logically, using appropriate scientific 

terms and conventions, and using ICT where appropriate. 

 Interpret and evaluate scientific data from a variety of sources. 

 

Course Content 

 

Biology Paper 1: 

Topics 1-4 

1 hour and 45 minutes (100 marks) 

Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer, and open response. (16.7% of GCSE) 

 

Biology Paper 2: 

Topics 5-7 

1 hour and 45 minutes (100 marks) 

Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer, and open response. (16.7% of GCSE) 

 

 

Scheme of Assessment 

There are two biology papers. Each of the papers will assess knowledge and understanding 

from distinct topic areas. 

 

Progression Routes 

Choosing Biology at GCSE will provide you with plenty of opportunities for further progression. 

At AS/A Level, in colleges and universities, Biology is a very relevant subject. 

 

 

  



 

 
 

 
Chemistry 
 

 

 

Course Name:  GCSE Chemistry 

 

Exam Board & Syllabus Number:  AQA - 8462 

 

 

Course Aims 

This GCSE aims to encourage candidates to: 

 Acquire a systematic body of scientific knowledge, and the skills needed to apply this in 

new and changing situations in a range of domestic, industrial and environmental 

contexts. 

 Acquire an understanding of scientific ideas, how they develop, the factors which may 

affect their development and their power and limitations. 

 Plan and carry out investigative tasks, considering and evaluating critically their own data 

and that obtained from other sources, and using ICT where appropriate. 

 Use electronic (internet, CD ROMs, databases, simulations, etc.) and/or more traditional 

sources of information (books, magazines, leaflets, etc.) to research and plan an 

investigation. 

 Select, organise and present information clearly and logically, using appropriate scientific 

terms and conventions, and using ICT where appropriate. 

 Interpret and evaluate scientific data from a variety of sources. 

 

Course Content 

 

Chemistry Paper 1: 

Topics 1-5 

1 hour and 45 minutes (100 marks) 

Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer, and open response. (16.7% of GCSE) 

 

Chemistry Paper 2: 

Topics 6-10 

1 hour and 45 minutes (100 marks) 

Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer, and open response. (16.7% of GCSE) 

 

Scheme of Assessment 

There are two chemistry papers. Each of the papers will assess knowledge and understanding 

from distinct topic areas. 

 

Progression Routes 

Choosing Chemistry at GCSE will provide you with plenty of opportunities for further 

progression. At AS/A Level, in colleges and universities, Chemistry is a very relevant subject. 

 

  



 

 
 

 
Physics 
 

 

Course Name:  GCSE Physics 

 

Exam Board & Syllabus Number:  AQA - 8463 

 

 

Course Aims 

This GCSE aims to encourage candidates to: 

 Acquire a systematic body of scientific knowledge, and the skills needed to apply this in 

new and changing situations in a range of domestic, industrial and environmental 

contexts. 

 Acquire an understanding of scientific ideas, how they develop, the factors which may 

affect their development and their power and limitations. 

 Plan and carry out investigative tasks, considering and evaluating critically their own data 

and that obtained from other sources, and using ICT where appropriate. 

 Use electronic (internet, CD ROMs, databases, simulations, etc.) and/or more traditional 

sources of information (books, magazines, leaflets, etc.) to research and plan an 

investigation. 

 Select, organise and present information clearly and logically, using appropriate scientific 

terms and conventions, and using ICT where appropriate. 

 Interpret and evaluate scientific data from a variety of sources. 

 

Course Content 

 

Physics Paper 1: 

Topics 1-4 

1 hour and 45 minutes (100 marks) 

Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer, and open response. (16.7% of GCSE) 

 

Physics Paper 2: 

Topics 5-8 

1 hour and 45 minutes (100 marks) 

Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer, and open response. (16.7% of GCSE) 

 

Scheme of Assessment 

There are two physics papers. Each of the papers will assess knowledge and understanding 

from distinct topic areas. 

 

Progression Routes 

Choosing Physics at GCSE will provide you with plenty of opportunities for further progression. 

At AS/A Level, in colleges and universities, physics is a very relevant subject. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

Core PE 
 
Pupils will tackle complex and demanding physical activities. They have the  

opportunity to get involved in a range of activities that develops personal fitness  

and promotes an active, healthy lifestyle. Non GCSE students will also have the opportunity  

to complete an accredited Health and Fitness GCSE equivalent programme.  

 

Year 9, 10 and 11 activities 

Fitness training, trampolining, golf, orienteering, table tennis, badminton, rounders,  

Handball, football, cricket, dance, aerobics, rugby, athletics, softball, and dodge ball. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Optional Subjects 
 
Further to the core subjects students are required to study four additional subjects.  This is 

known as the options element to your child’s curriculum. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 

Art & Design – Fine Art 
 

Course Name:  GCSE Art & Design - Fine Art 
 

Exam Board & Syllabus Number:  AQA - 8202 
 

Course Aims 

This GCSE aims to: 

● Actively engage students in the development of practical skills: using a range of paint: 

acrylic and watercolour, pastel work, printing work, drawing and other materials. 

● Develop students’ knowledge and coherent understanding of the works of other artists, 

designers and craftspeople. 

● Develop students’ awareness of how ideas are matched to audiences through designing, 

exploring ideas and modifying and refining of work. 

● Enable students to reach a conclusion with their practical work which demonstrates a 

personal response making informed connections with the work of others. 

● Enable students to organize and communicate their work in a range of different and 

creative ways including using a sketchbook format. 
 

Course Content 

Coursework will be divided into four different projects throughout years 9, 10 and 11.  Work 

the students complete will be presented in an A4 sketchbook in year 9 moving to an A3 

sketchbook for years 10 & 11.  This will contain both home and class tasks. 
 

Within each project the following will be achieved: 

● 5 observational drawings completed in a range of media. 

● An in depth study into the works of one or two artists. 

● A series of experiments and designs allowing the students to demonstrate their creativity 

and skill in the use of materials. 

● A final outcome demonstrating the best of the skills and drawings they have developed in 

the style of their chosen artist(s). 
 

Project one (year 9) is an introduction to GCSE art – looking at refining and developing their 

basic techniques. 

Project two (year 9-10) will guide the students through exactly what is a GCSE project and 

focus on the skill of printing. 

Project three (year 10) will focus on a gallery visit: research, findings and experimenting in 

the artist’s style. 

Project four Year 10-11) will be much more open and focus on a range of different artists and 

natural life. 
 

Scheme of Assessment 

● Each project is worth 20% of the final grade. 

● The exam is a practical test in which the students have approximately 12 weeks to 

prepare a sketchbook of work from a title suggested by the exam board.  They then 

complete a final piece under controlled test conditions which would take 10 hours over two 

days. 
 

Progression Routes 

Choosing Art & Design will enable students to pursue further studies in creative subjects: 

photography, fashion, design (graphics, interiors, computer and products), illustration, 

teaching, advertising, theatre studies, jewellery, silver-smithing and ceramics.  However it 

can also help students gain entry to careers in television and film–directing, set design,  

costume design, graphic design.  It is essential for careers in animation: computer or 3 

dimensional work and of course as a practising artist. 



 

 

 

Art & Design – Photography 
 

 
Course Name:  GCSE Art & Design - Photography 

 

Exam Board & Syllabus Number:  AQA - 8206 

 

Course Aims 

● To understand the way sources inspire the development of ideas including: 

● How sources relate to historical, contemporary, social, cultural and issues-based 

contexts and external considerations such as those associated with the cultural 

industries and client-oriented requirements 

● How ideas, themes, subjects and feelings can inspire creative responses informed by 

different styles, genres and aesthetic considerations and/or an individual's distinctive 

view of the world. 

● The ways in which meanings, ideas and intentions relevant to photography can be 

communicated including the use of figurative and non-figurative forms, image 

manipulation, close up, and imaginative interpretation. 

 

Course Content 

Coursework will be divided into three different projects throughout years 9, 10 and 11.  Over 

the three years students will learn about and demonstrate key photographic techniques and 

processes skills, for example: lighting, viewpoint, aperture, depth of field, shutter speed and 

movement, digital media, programs and related technologies. 

 

Work the students complete will be presented in an A4 folder/ workbook and this will contain 

both home and class tasks. 

 

Project one is an introduction to Photography and relevant techniques. 

Project two will be focussing on still life/ studio work. 

Project three will be more open and a choice of starting points.   

 

Scheme of Assessment 

● Each project is worth 30% of the final grade. 

● The exam is a practical test in which the students have approximately 12 weeks to 

prepare a workbook from a title suggested by the exam board.  They then complete a final 

piece under controlled test conditions which would take 10 hours over two days. 

 

 There are four key assessment objectives: 

● Develop ideas through written investigations, demonstrating critical understanding of 

sources 

● Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with appropriate media, 

materials, techniques and processes. 

● Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work progresses. 

● Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and demonstrates 

understanding of visual language 

 

Progression Routes 

Choosing Photography will enable students to pursue further studies in creative subjects: 

photography, fashion, design (graphics, interiors, computer and products), illustration, media, 

teaching and advertising.  However it can also help students gain entry to careers in 

television and the media industry in general.  



 

 

 

Business  
 

 

 

Course Name:  GCSE Business 

 

Exam Board & Syllabus Number:  Edexcel – 1BS0 

 

Course Aims 

This GCSE aims to enable students to: 

● Be actively engaged in the study of business and economics in order to develop them as 

effective and independent students and as critical and reflective thinkers with enquiring 

minds. 

● Use an enquiring, critical approach to distinguish facts and opinions, to build arguments 

and make informed judgements. 

● Develop and apply their knowledge, understanding and skills to contemporary issues in a 

range of local, national and global contexts. 

● Appreciate the range of perspectives of different stakeholders in relation to business and 

economic activities. 

● Consider the extent to which business and economic activity can be ethical and 

sustainable. 

 

 

Course Content 

The course is made up of two units of content. 

 

Theme 1: Investigating small business. 

● Enterprise and entrepreneurship 

● Spotting a business opportunity 

● Putting a business idea into practice 

● Making the business effective 

● Understanding external influences on business 

 

Theme 2: Building a business 

● Growing the business 

● Making marketing decisions 

● Making operational decisions 

● Making financial decisions 

● Making human resource decisions 

 

 

Scheme of Assessment 

The course is assessed as follows: 

Theme 1 is assessed through a 1 hour and 30 minutes external examination, worth 50% of 

the GCSE. 

Theme 2 is assessed through a 1 hour and 30 minutes external examination, worth 50% of 

the GCSE. 

  

Progression Routes 

The Edexcel GCSE in Business allows students to progress to higher-level, general 

qualifications such as A Level in Business Studies, Level 3 BTEC Diploma in Business.  It also 

underpins a vast range of future career choices. 



 

 

 

Computer Science 
 

 

 

Course Name:  GCSE Computer Science 

 

Exam Board & Syllabus Number:  OCR – J276 
 

Course Aims 

Computing is an intellectually challenging yet very practical and rewarding discipline which is 

reflected within the course. Part of the course involves creating programmed solutions to real 

world problems. These may focus on creating applications, such as mobile and web apps as 

well as other software applications. The marks come from two exams on a range of 

theoretical topics which will help you understand how computers work and can be used to 

solve problems in the world you live in. 

 

 

Course Content and Assessment Schedule 

 

Component 1: Computer Systems (50%) 

● The first component is an exam focused on computer systems covering the physical 

elements of computer science and the associated theory. 

 

Component 2: Computational Thinking, Algorithms and Programming (50%) 

● This component is focused on the core theory of computer science and the application 

of computer science principles. 

Including a Programming Project (non-exam assessment) 

● This component is the non-exam assessment where candidates will be challenged by a 

range of exciting and engaging tasks to apply the knowledge and skills they have 

learned. 

 

Is this GCSE for you? 

 

This Computer Science qualification will, above all else, be relevant to the modern and 

changing world of computer science. Computer Science is a practical subject where learners 

can apply the knowledge and skills learnt in the classroom to real-world problems. It is an 

intensely creative subject that involves invention and excitement. The Computer Science 

qualification will value computational thinking, helping learners to develop the skills to solve 

problems and design systems that do so. These skills will be the best preparation for learners 

who want to go on to study Computer Science at AS and A Level and beyond. The 

qualification will also provide a good grounding for other subject areas that require 

computational thinking and analytical skills. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 



 

 

 

Design and Technology  
 

 

 

Course Name:  GCSE Design Technology 

 

Exam Board & Syllabus Number:  AQA - 8552 

 

 

Course Aims 

This is a course that encourages students to design and make products with creativity and 

originality in a variety of practical activities, using a range of materials and techniques.  A 

working knowledge of woods, metals, plastics and composite materials are required but other 

materials may be used in addition. 

 

 

Course Content 

This subject develops your creative skills.  In Design Technology you will be required to look 

at and analyse real problems and develop working solutions in the form of designing and 

making a product of your choice. 

 

You will learn how: 

● Design and make products that solve problems in or around the home. 

● Communicate your design ideas to a professional standard. 

● How to use traditional hand tools. 

● How to use machinery and workshop equipment. 

● How to use computer controlled machines. 

 

You will need good presentation and workshop skills and some ICT skills.  However the most 

important thing is to have lots of enthusiasm and we can help you develop the skills you need 

to be successful. 

 

Scheme of Assessment 

The course is examined by a two hour written paper worth 50% of the final mark and a non 

examined assessment worth the remaining 50% of the final mark. 

 

The controlled assessment is a single design-and-make activity selected from a choice of set 

tasks, consisting of the development of a made outcome and a concise design folder and/or 

appropriate ICT evidence. 

 

 

Progression Routes 

A wide range of training courses, further education and employment opportunities can lead 

from this course.  You can choose to do A-Level Product Design or pursue a college course.  

Technology qualifications are of great value in all walks of life. 

 

  



 

 

 

Drama 
 

 

Course Name:  GCSE Drama 

 

Exam Board & Syllabus Number:  AQA - 8261 

 

Course Aims 

This GCSE aims to: 

● develop a personal interest in why drama matters and be inspired, moved and changed by 

studying a broad, coherent, satisfying and worthwhile course of study 

● work imaginatively and creatively in collaborative contexts, generating, developing and 

communicating ideas 

● consider and explore the impact of social, historical and cultural influences on drama texts 

and activities 

● reflect on and evaluate their own work and the work of others 

● develop and demonstrate competence in a range of practical, creative and performance 

skills 

● develop a basis for their future role as active citizens in employment and society in 

general, as well as for the possible further study of drama 

● actively engage in the process of dramatic study in order to develop as effective and 

independent learners and as critical and reflective thinkers with enquiring minds. 

 

Course Content 

The course consists of three components: 

 

Component 1:  Understanding Drama 

This component requires students to have knowledge and understanding of drama and 

theatre whilst studying of one set play. Students must also analyse and evaluate of the work 

of live theatre makers. 

Component 2:  Devising Drama 

This component requires students to contribute to the process of creating devised drama. 

Students must take part in the performance of the devised drama whilst completing analysis 

and evaluation of their own work. 

Component 3:  Text in Practice 

Students will present their performance of two extracts from one play to an external 

examiner. 

 

Scheme of Assessment 

Component 2 and 3 contribute to 60% of the final grade and are assessed through practical 

and written activities by the Drama Department and a visiting examiner.  Component 1 

contributes the remaining 40% of the final grade and is assessed through a written 

examination at the end of Year 11. 

 

Progression Routes 

Choosing Drama at GCSE will provide you with plenty of opportunities for further progression.  

At AS/A Level, in colleges and universities, Drama is at the centre of communication and the 

creative industries are becoming one of the most popular career paths.  The ability to work in 

teams, manage and present are skills that many professions require.  Therefore, Drama can 

gain you entry into a wide range of careers, including acting, television, radio, journalism, 

social work, education, stage management and media. 

 



 

 

 

Food Preparation & Nutrition 
 

 

Course Name:  GCSE Food Preparation & Nutrition 

 

Exam Board & Syllabus Number:  AQA - 8585 

 

Course Aims 

This new GCSE: Food Preparation and Nutrition is an exciting and creative course which 

focuses on practical cooking skills to ensure students develop a thorough understanding of 

nutrition, food provenance and the working characteristics of food materials. At its heart, this 

qualification focuses on nurturing students' practical cookery skills and to give them a strong 
understanding of nutrition. 

 

Course Content – There are five key areas of study for this course: 

▪ Food, nutrition and health 

● Food science 

● Food safety 

● Food choice 

● Food provenance. 

 

Scheme of Assessment 

This is a full GCSE course which is graded from 1 - 9.  Students will complete two units of 

work which are: 

 

Paper 1:  Theoretical knowledge of Food Preparation & Nutrition – Weighting 50% 

This is a written exam paper which is externally set and marked.  It is 1 hour and 45 minutes 

in length.  To be marked out of 100 and will cover some multiple choice questions but mainly 

written explanations of knowledge and understanding. 

 

Non Exam Assessment (NEA) 

Task 1: Food investigation 15% 

Students' understanding of the working characteristics, functional and chemical properties of 

ingredients. Assessment for this task: Written or electronic report (1,500–2,000 words) 

including photographic evidence of the practical investigation. 

 

Task 2: Food Preparation Assessment  35% 

Students' knowledge, skills and understanding in relation to the planning, preparation, 

cooking, presentation of food and application of nutrition related to the chosen task. 

Students will prepare, cook and present a final menu of three dishes within a single period of 

no more than three hours, planning in advance how this will be achieved. Assessment for this 

task: Written or electronic portfolio including photographic evidence. Photographic evidence 

of the three final dishes must be included. 

 

Practical investigations are a compulsory element of this NEA task - all students 

taking this course will be required to bring all the ingredients needed and suitable food 

containers for every practical lesson, except where religious or dietary needs affects the 

choice of ingredients.  This commitment is essential for the student’s successful completion of 

the course. 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

Progression Routes 

 

 

 

Upon completion of this course, students will be qualified to go on to further study, or embark 

on an apprenticeship or full time career in the catering or food industries 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 

French 
 

 

Course Name:  GCSE French 

 

Exam Board & Syllabus Number:  AQA - 8658 

 

Course Aims 

The GCSE aims to: 

● Build on the foundation provided in KS3 and KS4 (Yr9) by continuing to develop the four 

linguistic skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing in French in a range of contexts. 

● Reinforce and develop the students’ ability to communicate effectively in French through 

both the spoken and written word, using a range of vocabulary. 

● Develop the students’ knowledge and understanding of the grammar of French and the 

ability to apply it. 

● Develop the students’ knowledge and understanding of countries and communities where 

French is spoken. 

● Provide a suitable foundation for further study and/or practical use of French. 

 

       Themes 

● The specification covers three distinct themes. These themes apply to all four question 

papers. 

● Students are expected to understand and provide information and opinions about these 

themes relating 

● to their own experiences and those of other people, including people in 

countries/communities where 

● French is spoken 

 

. 

       Theme 1: Identity and culture 

Theme 1: Identity and culture covers the following four topics with related sub-topics 

shown as bullet points: 

● Topic 1: Me, my family and friends 

● Topic 2: Technology in everyday life 

● Topic 3: Free-time activities 

● Topic 4: Customs and festivals in French-speaking countries/communities  

 

 

Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest 

Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest cover the following 

four topics with 

● Topic 1: Home, town, neighbourhood and region 

● Topic 2: Social issues 

● Topic 3: Global issues 

● Topic 4: Travel and tourism 

 
Theme 3: Current and future study and employment covers the following four 

topics: 

            Topic 1: My studies 

            Topic 2: Life at school/college 

            Topic 3: Education post-16 

            Topic 4: Jobs, career choices and ambitions 



 

 
 

 

French continued….. 

 

 

 

As far as the language tasks linked to the above units, candidates will be expected to: 

● Cope with a greater degree of unpredictability and deal with a widening range of potential 

problems. 

● Understand and use more accurately a widening range of vocabulary and linguistic 

structures. 

● Understand and discuss issues and opinions and respond to these. 

● Provide full descriptions and accounts. 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 
French 

 
 
Progression Routes 

Learning a language is an excellent life skill and choosing to study a language at GCSE is 

beneficial because it complements and dovetails neatly with a range of other subjects.  

Having a qualification in another language is well regarded by universities and colleges and 

knowledge of a language may help gain you entry into a wide range of careers including the 

media, journalism, the police force, the civil service and tourism. 

 

 
 



 

 

 

Geography 
 

Course Name:  GCSE Geography 

 

Exam Board & Syllabus Number:  AQA – 8035 

 

Course Aims 

The aims of the AQA course are to: 

 

● Engage students with the process of Geography and develop as effective and 

independent learners and critical and reflective thinkers. 

● Develop their knowledge and understanding of geographical processes and concepts and 

appreciate the relevance of these of concepts in our ever changing worlds. 

● Develop their appreciation of the importance of the location of places and environments 

from local to global scales. 

● Appreciate the different views of the world and its environments, societies and cultures 

that people may hold. 

● Develop their responsibilities as global citizens and recognise how they can contribute to 

a future that is both sustainable and inclusive. 

● Develop and apply their learning to the real world through fieldwork and other out-of-

classroom learning. 

● Use geographical skills, appropriate technologies such as ICT and GIS, enquiry and 

analysis. 

This course also gives students an opportunity for personalised and independent learning.  

Students are left with a clear understanding of the world as it is, and the possibilities for the 

future in the first half of the 21st century. 

 

For those students who wish to study Geography in greater depth, this syllabus leaves them 

with a detailed understanding of the interactions that occur between the human and physical 

world and develops their appreciation of their place in the world. 

 

Course Content 

All students will study human and physical units spread across 6 sections: 

 

Unit 1- Living with the physical environment 

 

This physical unit consists of 3 sections: Section A- The challenge of natural hazards, section 

B- Physical landscapes in the UK and section C- The living world. 

 

Unit 2- Challenges in the human environment 

 

This human unit consists of 3 sections: Section A- Urban issues and challenges, section B- 

The changing economic world and section C- The challenge of resource management.  

 

Unit 3- Geographical applications 

Section A: Issue evaluation 

Section B: Fieldwork 

Issue evaluation will allow pupils an opportunity to investigate a contemporary issue from a 

range of geographical perspectives. In addition all pupils will attend 2 compulsory days of 

fieldwork investigating both a human and physical topic. 



 

 
 

 

Geography continued….. 

 

 

 

Unit 4- Geographical skills 

In this unit pupils will develop and demonstrate a range of geographical skills, including 

cartographic (map), graphical, numerical and statistical skills. 

 

Scheme of Assessment 

Units 1, 2 and 3 are each individually assessed.  Unit 4 will be embedded throughout each 

unit.   

 

Units 1 and 2 are each a 1 hour and 30 minute written exam, worth 35% of the final GCSE 

Grade. 

 

Unit 3 is a written exam worth 30% of the final GCSE grade. 

 

 

Progression Routes 

This qualification is recognised as part of the National Qualifications Framework.  GCSE 

Geography provides progression from Key Stage 3 to Post-16 studies. 

 

As a result of gaining this qualification, further study in Geography or related subjects is 

possible. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 

BTEC Level 2 Tech Award in Health and Social Care  
 
The Health & Social Care course is made up of three components: two internally assessed and 

one that is externally assessed. The three-block ‘structure, explore, develop and apply’, has 

been developed to allow students to build on and embed their knowledge. This allows them to 

grow in confidence and then put into practice what they have learned. The assessment 

structure is also designed so that students can build on what they learn and develop their 

assignment skills, as they move through the course.  

 

Component 1 - Human Lifespan Development 

 

During Component 1, you will: 

 

• explore how individuals develop physically, emotionally, socially and 

  intellectually over time 

• investigate how various factors, events and choices impact on individuals’ 

  growth and development 

• discover how people adapt to life events and cope with making changes. 

 

Component 2 - Health and Social Care Services and Values 

 

During Component 2, you will:  

 

• learn which health and social care services are available  

• identify why people might need to use these services  

• discover who’s involved in providing these services  

• explore what might stop people from accessing the services they need  

• look at the care values the sector has to make sure people get the care and protection they     

  need. 

 

Component 3 – Health & Wellbeing 

 

During component 3, you will:  

 

• learn what ‘being healthy’ means to different people  

• explore the different factors that might influence health and wellbeing  

• identify key health indicators and how to interpret them  

• assess an individual’s health using what they’ve learned  

• create a health and wellbeing improvement plan for that person, which includes targets and     

  recommendations of support services available  

• reflect on the potential challenges the person may face when putting the plan into action. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

NCFE CACHE Level 2 Technical Award in Child 
Development and Care 
 

 

Alongside their Health and Social Care BTEC, students will also study CACHE Child 

development and Care.  

 

This qualification provides the opportunity to gain a vocational qualification that gives a basic 

introduction to the sector. It has been designed to meet the needs of learners from the age of 

14 years. It includes the knowledge and understanding of child development and well-being 

necessary for working with children in a variety of settings. It is aimed at a range of learners 

who wish to be introduced to childcare and development for children aged 0-5 years. It also 

gives learners an insight into their preferred learning styles and assists in developing their 

ability to study. 

 

The combined courses will give students the equivalent of 2 GCSEs 

 

Progression Routes 

 

After completing their BTEC Tech Award, students will be in a position to continue in the 

health and social care sector. This qualification prepares students for both practical and 

academic routes.  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 

 

 

History 
 

 

 

Course Name:  GCSE History B (Schools History Project) (9-1) 

 

Exam Board & Syllabus Number:  OCR - J411 

 

Course Aims 

This GCSE aims to: 

● Actively engage in the process of historical enquiry to develop as effective and 

independent students and as critical and reflective thinkers with enquiring minds. 

● Develop their knowledge and coherent understanding of selected periods, societies and 

aspects of history. 

● Develop an awareness of how the past has been represented, interpreted and accorded 

significance for different reasons and purposes. 

● Develop the ability to ask relevant questions about the past and to investigate them 

critically using a range of sources in their historical context. 

● Organise and communicate their historical knowledge, understanding and skills help them 

understand the present and also provide them with a basis for their role as responsible 

citizens, as well as for the possible further study of history. 

 

Course Content 

In Year 9 students learn about the 20th century world with particular emphasis placed on the 

study of both World War One and World War Two, identifying causes of conflicts, key factors 

and personalities and consequences of both conflicts. 

 

Students also learn about the Women’s suffrage movement. 

 

The module that will be examined at the end of Year 11 will be one from the World depth 

study and will focus on living under Nazi rule 1933-1945 

 

In Years 10 and 11 students move onto a variety of topics. 

 

The Thematic study enables students to learn about and understand the People’s Health from 

1250 to the present. Looking at how knowledge and understanding has developed over a 

period of time from the middle ages up to the present day. Identifying changes and 

continuities. 

 

A British Depth Study where students learn about the Elizabethans and understand the 

different aspects of life during the period 1580-1603. 

 

The period study has a wider world focus and focuses on the making of America covering the 

period 1789-1900 and is an in depth study, looking at political, economic, social and cultural 

aspects of America during that period. 

 

And finally a History around us study where students have the opportunity to study local 

history and a site of historical importance. 

 

Scheme of Assessment 

The course is assessed through three written exams. 

 

 



 

 
 

 

Progression Routes 

Choosing history at GCSE provides plenty of opportunities for further progression.  At AS / A 

Level in colleges and universities history is a popular subject.  Many professions such as 

Medicine and Law and the media respect the study of history and feel that history opens the 

minds of students.  

 
  



 

 

 

 

Information Technology BTEC 

 
Course name: BTEC Level 2 Tech Award in Digital Information Technology 
 

Exam board: Pearson 

 

Chosen by over a million students every year, BTECs are vocational qualifications designed to 

help students succeed. Students develop knowledge and understanding through applying their 

learning to work-related contexts, and gain the skills they need for further study and 

employment.  

 

What are BTEC Tech Awards? Designed specifically for schools, BTEC Tech Awards are brand 

new Level 1 and Level 2 qualifications. Complementing GCSEs and providing a first glimpse 

into a professional sector, these qualifications assess students through scenario-based 

external assessments rather than traditional exam formats. 

 

There are a range of units that are engaging for the pupils but also cover important 

curriculum areas.  

 

 
 

Progression Routes 

 

The intended destinations for learners successfully achieving these qualifications include:  

 Other Level 3 qualifications in IT 

 GCE in Applied ICT  

 Apprenticeships 

 

 



 

 

 

Media Studies 
 

 

 

Course Name:  GCSE Media Studies 

 

Exam Board: WJEC EDUQAS C680QS 

 

 

Course Aims 

 

The media play a central role in contemporary society and culture. They shape our 

perceptions of the world through the representations, viewpoints and messages they offer. 

The media have real relevance and importance in our lives today, providing us with ways to 

communicate, with forms of cultural expression and the ability to participate in key aspects of 

society. The economic importance of the media is also unquestionable. The media industries 

employ large numbers of people worldwide and operate as commercial industries on a global 

scale. The global nature of the contemporary media, coupled with ongoing technological 

developments and more opportunities to interact with the media, suggest that their centrality 

in contemporary life can only increase. 

 

The WJEC Eduqas GCSE in Media Studies offers a broad, coherent and engaging course of 

study which enables learners to: 

 

 Demonstrate skills of enquiry, critical thinking, decision-making and analysis  

 Acquire knowledge and understanding of a range of important media issues  

 Develop appreciation and critical understanding of the media and their role both historically 

and currently in society, culture and politics 

 Understand and apply specialist subject-specific terminology to analyse and compare media 

products and the contexts in which they are produced and consumed in order to make 

informed arguments, reach substantiated judgements and draw conclusions about media 

issues  

 Appreciate how theoretical understanding supports practice and practice supports theoretical 

understanding  

 Develop practical skills by providing opportunities for creative media production 
 

Course Content 

 

Learners study a range of media forms in terms of a theoretical framework which consists of 

media language, representation, media industries and audiences. The following forms are 

studied in depth through applying all areas of the framework: newspapers, television, music 

video and online, social and participatory media. Advertising and marketing, film, video 

games, radio and magazines are studied in relation to selected areas of the framework. Areas 

of the framework are studied in the following way across the three components. 
 

Scheme of Assessment 

 

Component 1: Exploring the Media 

 Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes 40% of qualification.  

Component 2: Understanding Media Forms and Products 

 Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes 30% of qualification. 

Component 3: Creating Media Products 

 Non-exam assessment (NEA) 30% of qualifications. 



 

 
 

 

 

Progression Routes 

 

This innovative course will provide a ‘springboard’ into A Level for those who wish to take the 

subject to a higher level.  It will also give valuable insight and practice of many professions 

within the Media sector. 

 

  



 

 

 

 

Music 
 

Course Name:  GCSE Music 

 

Exam Board & Syllabus Number:  OCR – J536 
 

Course Aims 

The OCR GCSE in Music aims to: 

● Engage actively in the process of music study and develop as effective and independent 

learners with enquiring minds. 

● Develop performing skills individually and in groups to communicate musically with fluency 

and control of the resources used 

● Develop composing skills to organise musical ideas and make use of appropriate resources 

● Recognise links between the integrated activities of performing, composing and appraising 

and how this informs the development of music  

● Broaden musical experience and interests, develop imagination and foster creativity  

● Develop knowledge, understanding and skills needed to communicate effectively as 

musicians 

● Develop awareness of a variety of instruments, styles and approaches to performing and 

composing and reflect upon and evaluate their own and others’ music 

● Develop awareness of music technologies and their use in the creation and presentation of 

music 

● Recognise contrasting genres, styles and traditions of music, and develop some awareness 

of musical chronology 

● Engage with and appreciate the diverse heritage of music, in order to promote personal, 

social, intellectual and cultural development.  

 

Course Content 

The course content is made up of four units: 

Integrated Portfolio (30%) – A performance, a composition and a commentary, all related 

to Area of Study 1 (Controlled Assessment) 

Practical Component (30%) – An ensemble performance and a composition to a set brief 

by OCR. 

Listening and Appraising (40%)– A written paper, with CD, assessing knowledge and 

understanding of Areas of Study 2, 3, 4 and 5. 

 

(The total length of performance required in component 01 or 02 and component 03 or 04 

combined is a minimum four minutes with at least one minute as part of an ensemble. 

Learners can perform several short pieces for either or both components.  

The total length of Composing required in component 01 or 02 and component 03 or 04 

combined is a minimum of three minutes) 

 

Assessment Objectives 

The assessment objectives are designed to reflect the non-statutory guidelines for Music.  

Learners are expected to demonstrate the following in the context of the content described: 

AO1: Performing/realising with technical control, expression and interpretation. 

AO2: Compose and develop musical ideas with technical control and coherence 

AO3: Demonstrate and apply musical knowledge. 

AO4: Use appraising skills to make evaluative and critical judgments about music. 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

The areas of study are: 

Area of Study 1  My Music 

 

Area of Study 2  The Concerto Through Time 

Area of Study 3  Rhythms of the World 

Area of Study 4  Film Music 

Area of Study 5  Conventions of Pop 

  

 

Progression Routes 

If you enjoyed the GCSE Music course then you can consider an AS and A2 in Music, Music 

Technology, and/or Performing Arts.  Your listening skills will enhance the aural perception 

needed in language examinations.  Your performing skills will give you confidence in playing 

to an audience – useful if you intend to pursue, for example, drama or law. 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 

Philosophy, Beliefs and Ethics 
 
Course Name Religious Studies B 

 

 

Exam Board and Syllabus Number Edexcel – 1RB0 

 

Course Aims 

Allows students to study two religions, integrated with the key philosophical and ethical issues 

facing the local national and international community. This specification allows beliefs, 

teachings and practices of two religions to be brought to life as well as exploring different 

viewpoints within religions. 

 

Course Content 

 

Students will be studying –  
 
The two papers they will be entered for are - 
Unit 1 - Religious Studies B 
Paper 1: Area of Study 1 – Religion and Ethics 
Option 1B: Christianity  1RB0/1B 
102 marks 1hr 45 min 
Unit-2 Religious Studies B 
Paper 2: Area of Study 2 – Religion, Peace 
and Conflict 
Option 2C: Islam   1RB0/2C 
102 marks 1hr 45 min 

 

 

Assessment Objectives 

Assessment overview Students must select one religion from a choice of seven (Catholic 

Christianity, Christianity, Islam, Judaism, Hinduism, Buddhism, Sikhism). The studied religion 

must be different for each Area of Study chosen. ● Students must answer all questions. ● The 

assessment consists of four questions. ● The paper may include short open, open response 

and extended writing questions. ● The paper will assess spelling, punctuation and grammar 

(SPaG) and use of specialist terminology and these will contribute a minimum of 5% of marks 

towards the overall weighting for this paper. 

 

Progression Routes 

 

Students can progress from this qualification to:  

● A Levels in Religious Studies and other subjects.  

● vocational qualifications, such as BTEC Nationals. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Physical Education 
 

 
Physical Education General Information 
 

Students from Year 9 will all follow a core Physical Education curriculum. GCSE Physical 

Education will be part of the options block and will be taken by students that select the 

course in addition to their core PE curriculum. 

 

Core Physical  

 

A Core Physical Education Curriculum. 

 

GCSE Option 

 

Course Name:  GCSE Physical Education 
 

Exam Board & Syllabus Number:  AQA - 8582 

 

Subject content 

 

1. Applied anatomy and physiology  

2. Movement analysis  

3. Physical training  

4. Use of data  

5. Sports psychology  

6. Socio-cultural influences  

7. Health, fitness and well-being 

 

 

Assessments 

 

Paper 1: The human body and movement in physical activity and sport 

 

What’s assessed 

● Applied anatomy and physiology 

● Movement analysis 

● Physical training 

● Use of data 

 

How it’s assessed 

● Written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes 

● 78 marks 

● 30% of GCSE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Physical Education 
 

 

Paper 2: Socio-cultural influences and well-being in physical activity and sport 

 

What’s assessed 

● Sports psychology 

● Socia-cultural influences 

● Health, fitness and well-being 

● Use of data 

 

How it’s assessed 

● Written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes 

● 78 marks 

● 30% of GCSE 

 

 

Non-exam assessment: Practical performance in physical activity and sport What's 

assessed 

Practical performance in three different physical activities in the role of player/performer (one 

in a team activity, one in an individual activity and a third in either a team or in an individual 

activity). Total 30% 

 

Analysis and evaluation of performance to bring about improvement in one activity. Total 

10% 

 

How it's assessed 

● Assessed by teachers 

● Moderated by AQA 

● 100 marks 

Total-40% of GCSE 

 

 

 

Progression Routes 

As well as being the ideal preparation for the A Level Physical Education course, GCSE PE 

allows for progression to related vocational qualifications, such as BTEC National and Diploma 

in Sport or Sport and Exercise Sciences. 

 

The course develops the transferable skills and key skills that employers are looking for and 

can lead to a wide variety of employment opportunities.  This can include further training in 

such areas as recreational management, leisure activities, coaching, officiating, the fitness 

industry, the armed forces and the Civil Service. 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

Psychology 
 

 
Course Name:  GCSE Psychology 

 

Exam Board & Syllabus Number:  AQA - 8182 

 

 

 

 

Course Aims 

● Provide a sound understanding of methods and approaches in Psychology at an 

introductory level. 

● Illustrate these methods and approaches through various topic areas representing the 

core areas of social, cognitive, developmental, biological and individual differences. 

● Develop investigation and report writing skills. 

● Develop analytical and critical thinking skills. 

● Encourage an appreciation of how science works. 

● Provide a strong basis for progression to A Level Psychology. 

 

 

 

Course Content 

The full course is made up of two units. 

 

 

Unit 1: Cognition and Behaviour 

● Memory 

● Perception 

● Development 

● Research Methods 

 

 

 

Unit 2: Social context and behaviour 

● Social Influence 

● Language, thought and communication 

● The brain and neuropsychology 

● Psychological problems 

 

 

Scheme of Assessment 

The Full Course is 100% externally assessed by means of two compulsory equally weighted 

exam papers, each 1 hour 45 minutes and carrying a maximum of 100 marks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Progression Routes 

The AQA GCSE in Psychology allows students to progress to higher-level, general 

qualifications such as A Level Psychology, it also underpins a vast range of future career 

choices including medicine, law, business, advertising as well as psychology itself. 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

Spanish 

 

 

Course Name:  GCSE Spanish 

 

Exam Board & Syllabus Number:  AQA - 8698 

 

Course Aims 

This GCSE aims to: 

● Build on the foundation provided in KS3 and KS4 (Yr9) by continuing to develop the four 

linguistic skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing in Spanish in a range of 

contexts. 

● Reinforce and develop the students’ ability to communicate effectively in Spanish through 

both the spoken and written word, using a range of vocabulary. 

● Develop the students’ knowledge and understanding of the grammar of Spanish and the 

ability to apply it. 

● Develop the students’ knowledge and understanding of countries and communities where 

Spanish is spoken. 

● Provide a suitable foundation for further study and/or practical use of Spanish. 

 

 

     Themes 

● The specification covers three distinct themes. These themes apply to all four question 

papers. 

● Students are expected to understand and provide information and opinions about these 

themes relating 

● to their own experiences and those of other people, including people in 

countries/communities where 

● French is spoken 

 

. 

      Theme 1: Identity and culture 

Theme 1: Identity and culture covers the following four topics with related sub-topics 

shown as bullet points: 

● Topic 1: Me, my family and friends 

● Topic 2: Technology in everyday life 

● Topic 3: Free-time activities 

● Topic 4: Customs and festivals in French-speaking countries/communities  

 

 

Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest 

Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest covers the following 

four topics with 

● Topic 1: Home, town, neighbourhood and region 

● Topic 2: Social issues 

● Topic 3: Global issues 

● Topic 4: Travel and tourism 

 

 

  



 

 

 
 

 Theme 3: Current and future study and employment 

 

           Theme 3: Current and future study and employment covers the following four topics: 
● Topic 1: My studies 

● Topic 2: Life at school/college 

● Topic 3: Education post-16 

● Topic 4: Jobs, career choices and ambitions 

 
 

As far as the language tasks linked to the above units, candidates will be expected to: 

● Cope with a greater degree of unpredictability and deal with a widening range of potential 

problems. 

● Understand and use more accurately a widening range of vocabulary and linguistic 

structures. 

● Understand and discuss issues and opinions and respond to these. 

● Provide full descriptions and accounts. 

 
 



 

 

 

Progression Routes 

 

Learning a language is an excellent life skill and choosing to study a language at GCSE is beneficial 

because it complements and dovetails neatly with a range of other subjects.  Having a qualification 

in another language is well regarded by universities and colleges and knowledge of a language may 

help gain you entry into a wide range of careers including the media, journalism, the police force, 

the civil service and tourism. 

 


