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As 2018/19 draws to an end, it is time to once again 
highlight the amazing things that our young people 
and staff do. This newsletter gives you a taste of what 
we are all about here at The Bushey Academy. 

It has been a really positive year for the school.  After 
our adverse Ofsted judgement last year, we have 
moved forward at a really good pace.  We were all 
pleased that we had a positive Ofsted monitoring 
inspection last month and we will continue to strive to 
make improvements in the future.  A big thank you to 
all parents/carers who have supported us in our quest 
for excellence, it means a lot.  Over 90% of parents 
have attended the school for at least one positive 
interaction this year (not including regular parents 
evenings) which is fantastic.

There is no doubt that good levels of literacy lead to 
better learning.  At The Bushey Academy, we continue 
to work successfully in this area.  We continue to 
encourage all our learners to read for pleasure and I 
am delighted that this is increasing so much.  We also 
want to help parents/carers to support their child with 
their reading.  Only last week, we held a Year 7 Parents’ 
session solely based on supporting good literacy (a 
Podcast of this is on our website) and the feedback was 
that the event was very positive.   Thanks to all parents 
who are making sure that their child reads widely and 
often, it really does make a huge difference to their 
learning.

We continue to do more work around charity, and 
this year a lot of the focus has been on local causes.  
We have been collecting food for the local foodbank 
(the generosity of our families has been fantastic), 
and some of our 6th Form have been raising money 
and awareness for The Ollie Foundation, a suicide 
prevention charity focusing on teenagers.  As we 
help to develop the characters of our learners, their 
understanding of giving to others less fortunate than 
themselves is evident.  Having an international based 
outlook is something that is important in successful 
young people and I am thrilled that some of our Key 
Stage 3 learners have set up links with a school in Uggi, 
India.  

Providing opportunities to learn outside of the 
classroom is something that The Bushey Academy 

continues to do very well.  Inside, you will read about 
the very successful Year 10 Art trip to Kew Gardens, 
and how aspects of the First World War were brought 
to life to our Year 8s. The visit to the school by 
Holocaust survivor, Vera Shaufeld, was something that 
our Year 10s will not forget.  She spoke to the whole 
year group about her experiences as a victim of Nazi 
persecution for over 90 minutes on a Friday afternoon 
and you could have heard a pin drop, such was the 
way in which she engrossed our students.  The respect 
shown by the Year 10s was of the highest order.  Our 
Year 7s had a very powerful session with Alison Cope 
about the dangers of knife crime and I know that the 
messages that she gave will have a big impact with 
that group of children.

I have not even mentioned our amazing sporting 
performances, the brilliant musical (‘Sister Act’) or our 
first ‘Bushey Bake Off’, but you can read more inside!

Can I take this opportunity to thank everyone 
connected to The Bushey Academy for their hard 
work, passion and dedication.   I hope that you have 
a fantastic summer holiday and I look forward to 
reporting more positive news and events to you soon.

 
Jon Hebblethwaite 
Principal

Message from the Principal

Huge congratulations to Leigh-Ann Tapscott, Year 
9, who was invited to Wimbledon this year as a 
St John’s Ambulance Cadet First Aider.  Leigh-Ann 
really enjoyed her time at Wimbledon watching the 
St John Ambulance personnel treating visitors.  Well 
done Leigh-Ann, this is a great achievement.

Volunteering with 
St John’s Ambulance

Sister Act, July 2019



The Great Bushey Bake Off
On Wednesday afternoons in June, delicious smells 
permeated the academy as the food classroom has 
been host to THE GREAT BUSHEY BAKE OFF.  Year 8 
students were invited to demonstrate their baking 
skills in a competitive environment, and they certainly 
did just that!  As you would expect, we had the mess, 
the mishaps, the banter and lots of fun as they created 
their unique cakes. 

In true bake off style, the Year 8 contestants were 
challenged in 3 rounds – Signature Bake, Technical 
Challenge and Showstopper – which they accepted 
with great enthusiasm, originality and skill. 

Star Bakers were...

• Katie Taylor (signature cup cake)

• Kianna Williams (Technical Challenge – Viennese 
Fingers)

• Sophie Turner (Showstopper)

 ... and the overall winner of The Great Bushey Bake 
Off 2019 was

Katie Taylor

A big thank you to the judges (Mr Ahmad, Mrs 
Boatwright and Mr London) and a huge ‘Well done!’ to 
all the bakers who demonstrated so much creativity, 
determination and fun in every round.
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We are just a small group of sixth formers who wanted to make a big difference. We chose to run a charity week for our 
EPQ because not only would we get something out of it, so would our chosen charity. 

The Ollie Foundation are a suicide prevention charity who focus specifically on teenagers our age, they are also a local 
charity based in St Albans. Our reasons for raising money for them were simple; we wanted to choose a smaller local 
charity who we could promote for a topic we thought was not spoken about enough and extremely important. Throughout 
the week we ran a dodgeball tournament, cake and sweet sales, a photo booth, a raffle and a non-school uniform day. 

The week was hugely successful thanks to help from the whole school and we managed to raise an impressive £1629.30. 

Thank you!

Georgia Graham, Megan Allaway, Kelsey Gower – Year 12

Extended Project Qualification (EPQ)
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History Re-enactment for Year 8s

Year 6 Transition Day

Two members of a WW1 history re-enactment group 
came to the academy to give a thought provoking 
World War 1 presentation to Year 8 students.

The pupils were told about the trauma and detriment 
of the effects of World War I and were shown the 
practical side of seeing the “Tommy” Uniform and the 
weapons.

This is their mission statement:

“We are a military display and living history group 
depicting the British Soldier in the Great War of 1914 – 
1918.  The group aims to provide a well informed and 
balanced ‘Visual Remembrance’ of those brave men 
of the Battalion and others who served in the British 
Armed Forces throughout the conflict.  Our objective 
is to interact as well as educate and our intention is 
‘education not entertainment’. At the same time, history 
and learning should be fun, immersive and interactive. 
We do not have roped off areas or barriers at our events 
thus enabling the public to get up close and personal to 
our living historians and their artifacts.”

For more information about the regiment, please look 
at the website - www.10thessex.uk

On Thursday 11 July we opened our doors to the 
Year 6 children who will be joining us in September.  
Students had a good day, taking part in a range of 
activities including Science and PE.  They had lots of 
time to get to know each other during the break and 
lunch times and we ended the day with the parents 
joining a short assembly.

We are very much looking forward to welcoming 
them back in September.

We were very pleased to welcome Alison Cope 
to the academy.  Alison is an anti-violence and 
knife crime campaigner who has spoken of 
her own loss and experience to over 200,000 
students.  The sessions she delivered to students 
and staff at the academy were extraordinary and 
very thought provoking on knife crime and gang 
culture awareness.

We very much hope that Alison will be able to 
join us again to deliver more of this important 
work in educating our young people.

Alison Cope is the mother of Joshua Ribera who 
was murdered in 2013. Since Joshua’s death 
Alison has worked tirelessly to share her son’s life 
and death story to educate young people about 
the real consequences of youth violence.  With 
her and Josh’s compelling story coupled with her 
unique ability to connect with young people she 
regularly visits schools, prisons and alternative 
education provisions nationally, reaching 1000’s 
of young people and changing lives. Alison has 
worked with West Midlands Police, Staffordshire 
Police, Hertfordshire Police and Crimestoppers 
along with keynote speaking and lecturing at 
Birmingham and Nottingham universities.

“If you pick up a knife you’ve got to be prepared 
to say goodbye to your family and friends” 

Holocaust Survivor 
meets Year 10 Students

During June, we were 
delighted to welcome 
Vera Shaufeld to the 
academy.  As a child 
Vera came to the UK 
from Czechoslovakia 
aboard the Kinder 
Transport to escape 
Nazi persecution.  
Vera’s talk was very 
moving and she 
captivated her audience of Year 10 
students and staff.

Our Year 7 Form Representatives have been 
busy collecting and sorting items to donate to 
the local food bank this half term. A huge thank 
you to all the students, families and staff who 
donated much needed items to help those in 
need. 

Guest Speaker: 
Alison Cope

Guest Speaker: 
Vera Shaufeld Foodbank Collection



MET Awards 2019

Year 10 trip to 
Kew Gardens

The academy proudly watched five Year 10 and five 
Year 12 students receive awards from the Meller 
Educational Trust for Aspiration, Compassion, 
Excellence, Conduct and Determination. 

This year’s event was hosted by The Arena at The 
Bushey Academy in The Grand Hall which included 
citations, trophies, a red carpet, flower wall and 
a canapé reception.  Students from across the 
trust were celebrated and we were also treated to 
performances from each establishment.  Mitchell Winn 
of Year 11 performed for The Bushey Academy giving a 
spellbinding performance of his own composition.

It was an amazing event enjoyed by students, parents 
and staff from across the school.

Congratulations to the following academy students on 
their well-deserved awards: 

Rhiannon, Emily, Breyana, Anna, Zahra, Georgia, Jensen, 
Jamie, Sameer and Wiktoria.

Beautiful weather made for a perfect day when 
the year 10 students visited Kew Gardens in June. 
The brief was to produce photos and sketches of 
Natural Form for their Art GCSE course. Along with a 
stunning array of flora, students were lucky enough 
to be there for displays of blown glass by iconic 
artist Dale Chihuly. His collection, Reflections on 
Nature, transformed the gardens into a stunning 
outdoor gallery. Installations included Seaforms in 
the waterlily house,  Rotolo, intricate coils of glass 
reaching skywards and Scarlet and Yellow Icicle 
Tower, an imposing structure made up of 1,882 
separate elements.   
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The English department recently ran two well 
attended sessions for parents to help them support 
their child in developing reading skills at all levels.

Students who are confident skilled readers 
consistently perform better than those who find 
reading challenging, and/or do not read regularly. 

We also know that many of our students did lots 
of reading practice at home during primary school, 
but this is less common once they reach secondary 
school. 

Our sessions explained how parents can support 
their children in reading and provided a taster of the 

level of challenge required at GCSEs.

A podcast of the session is available on the website 
as well as a reading support pack for parents.

Look out for more of these events across the year 
groups in the future.

Pupils in Year 10 and 12 took part in The Brilliant 
Club Scholars Programme which involved attending 
a launch trip at King’s College University followed 
by 7 tutorials delivered by a PhD tutor on their 
specialism. Year 10 students were learning about 
the science behind when we start to feel pain whilst 
Year 12 studied politics and voting trends in society. 

All students successfully completed the programme 
by submitting a written assignment based on the 
information they had gathered in the tutorials 
alongside further research they had carried out. 

We are extremely proud of all the students that took 
part and the results were amazing! To celebrate the 
achievements pupils attended a Graduation event 
held at St Anne’s College, Oxford University.

The practical skills content of GCSE Food Preparation 
has changed recently and now includes many advanced 
skills such as filleting fish.  To help Year 10 students 
with this task, we invited Pedro Carmichael from West 
Herts College in to demonstrate. Each student was 
given a mackerel to gut and fillet, a task which evoked 
either a love or hate reaction but some students really 
embraced the task and are keen to do this as part of 
their GCSE practical.  Pedro went on to demonstrate 
cooking and presenting mackerel two ways, which 
again excited many of the students.  Our thanks to 
Pedro for a very inspirational session.

GCSE Food Preparation 
Demonstration

Reading Skills for Year 7

The Brilliant ClubReading for Pleasure
Well done to all the students in Year 7 and 8 
who have worked hard on reading for pleasure 
this year. The top ten readers in each year group 
according to the number of words they have 
read this term are: 

Year 7

Grace, Anna, James, Ella-Lilly, Eddie, Eric, Charli, 
Kaeleigh, James, Bethany

Year 8 

Megan, Tyler, Paige, Grace, Philip, Imogen, 
Gideon, Sophie, Dylan, Katie

And a special mention to the following students 
who join the Millionaires Club, having read over 
1,000,000 words since the beginning of the 
academic year: 

• Megan: 5,862,774 
• Grace:  2,089,906 
• Isabel:  1,375,228 
• James:  1,362,708 
• Pranav:  1,290,259 
• Sophia:  1,223,023 
• Louis: 1,185,931 
• Dylan:  1,039,803

Congratulations! 
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The summer term saw both boys and girls at The 
Bushey Academy taking part in rounders, cricket 
and athletics fixtures. The six athletics fixtures saw 
hundreds of students across year 7 – 10 taking 
part in matches against lots of other schools 
across Watford at both Jarman Park and Woodside 
Athletic Stadiums. We had lots of individual winners 
each week and it was lovely to see lots of different 
students involved in the matches across the summer 
term.

District Athletics

The culmination of the athletics season is the Annual 
District Athletics event which sees every school 
in the Watford District take part in a full athletics 
programme over a day involving teams from Year 
7 – 10. The District is split into 2 divisions with 
Bushey Academy being in the B League. We took 
102 students to represent the academy and were 
one of the only schools who managed to have an 
athlete for every single event. Our students were an 
absolute credit to themselves and the school and we 
saw some incredible individual performances. 

Well done to the following students for placing in 
the top 3 in Watford:

Finn McGrath – 1st Discus
Ethan Bishop – 1st Javelin
Sam Hewett – 2nd Javelin
George Hewett – 2nd long jump
Dylan Naylor – 1st high jump
Eduardo Agostinho – 1st Hugh Jump
Lily Webster – 3rd Discus
Georgia Warnica – 1st Javelin
Jesse Dent – 1st 300m
Ashlene Stiles-Tagoe – 3rd 200m

Jarrell Blake – 3rd 100m 
Aiyana Owoo – 3rd 100m
Reggie Wiggett-Smith – 2nd 200m
Nicole Schelling – 3rd Discus

All year groups results were added together to reach 
the final standings and we were all incredibly excited 
when The Bushey Academy were announced as the 
overall League B District Champions!

Hertfordshire County Athletics Saturday 8th June 
2019

Later in the term we selected 4 pupils who gained 
the very high standard entry level for the County 
Schools Finals for Athletics. These pupils were Jesse 
Dent, Harry Knight, Jarrell Blake and Finn McGrath. 
The competition was of a very high standard, and 
not helped by some typical British summer weather 
conditions –but the students performed really well. 
Jesse came 9th in the 300m, Harry was 7th in the 
800m. Finn was 2nd in the discus and Jarrell became 
Hertfordshire County Champion for 100m. Very well 
done to all these students!

Sporting Round Up

Part of the Geography syllabus in KS3 is about India 
and we decided to do things a little differently. In order 
for students to learn about life in India it was their 
responsibility to find out and ask people living there. 
It was arranged for them to video call a small school 
in Uggi, which is in rural Punjab, northern India. They 
asked questions and found out about life in the village, 
saw their houses and their school and answered 
equally intriguing questions the Indian students had 
for them. 

Question from Bushey Academy student Meet Majnu: 
“Do you like Cricket? Who do you think will win the 
World Cup?

Answer from Uggi student Krishen: “Yes we all love 
Cricket but we don’t know about the World Cup as we 
have no TV”

It was clearly obvious to all our students how privileged 
they are to be in such a wonderful building, with the 
opportunities they have and some have started to 
take this one step further by looking at ways in which 
we could help the less fortunate students in Punjab. 
They asked the students what they would like more 
than anything else and they suggested stationery 
and books, as well as a school uniform. This came as 
a surprise as most of our students would prefer not to 
wear the uniform.  

The fact that KS3 students at the Bushey Academy are 
leading and developing an international relationship 
between the schools is testament to the maturity and 
endeavour the students demonstrate. We are hoping 
this develops over time and the link will be a student-
led initiative, enabling many Bushey students to be 
proud to belong to a school enabling opportunities for 
all, even in rural India. 

Key Stage 3 Geography – video calling our friends in Uggi
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Monday 8 July saw the annual Bushey Academy Sports 
day take place. A bright sunny start saw students 
eagerly arriving to help decorate the stands and get 
themselves ready for the big day ahead, with Edison, 
Marconi and Babbage keen to make sure Whittle 
House didn’t win again. 

The Sixth Form races started the day off, with the new 
space hopper races proving very popular. Students 
cheered on their team mates as we went through the 
200m races and first round of field events. 

Then followed the distance races which were tough in 
the hot weather, it was lovely to see all the students 
cheering others on to help them complete that hard 
last lap.  The scores were close as we moved into the 
afternoon, the hotly contested 100m races flashed by 

and left the relays to decide the final placings.

Whilst staff quickly attempted to add up all the 
scores ready to announce the winners the Sixth Form 
challenged staff to one final relay – with the staff team 
obviously being victorious! 

Mr Hebblethwaite then chose Babbage as the best 
supported House, so well done to those who created 
banners and cheered on Babbage throughout the day. 
And finally we were able to announce that this years 
overall sports day winners were………. MARCONI!

The PE Department would like to thank all staff who 
helped to run the event so smoothly and all the 
parents who came along to support their children – 
have a fabulous summer!

Sports Day 2019

There is a clear link between good attendance and achievement. 
Research shows that for every 17 days missed from school 
your GCSE grades will go down by 1 grade.

How do YOU measure up?

Attendance during 
1 school year Equals – days absent Number of lessons 

missed Result

100% 0 0 Perfection

98% 4 24 Impressive

96% 7 42 Good

95% 9 54 Nearly there

94% 11 66 Needs to improve

90% 20 120 Concerns
Persistent Absentee

85% 30 180 Serious concerns
Persistent Absentee

Attendance Matters

Congratulations to the following students 
who have won a Kindle Fire for having 100% 
attendance during the last 2 weeks of a half term:

Maxwell Deschamps 9BA 
Andrew Godfrey 10MA 
Alfie Hacking 7WH 
Tyronne Kamau 8BG

Congratulations to the following form groups 
that have had 100% attendance during one week 
since our prize launch:

8WH - Mr Ortenzi x 2 
8BG - Mr McCarthy 
8ED - Mrs Williams 
9BA - Miss Anderson 
9MA - Mr Fuller 
10BA - Mrs Van Der Watt

Remember – you have to be in it to win it!
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KEY DATES 2019 / 20 DATE FROM DATE TO

Summer Holiday Monday 22 July 2019 Tuesday 3 September 2019

A Level results day Thursday 15 August 2019

GCSE results day Thursday 22 August 2019

Staff Inset Training Day Monday 2 September 2019

Staff Inset Training Day Tuesday 3 September 2019

Start of Autumn Term for Year 7 and Year 12 only Wednesday 4 September 2019 Friday 20 December 2019

Start of Autumn Term for remaining/all Year Groups Thursday 5 September 2019 Friday 20 December 2019

Academy Open Evening Tuesday 17 September 2019

Year 7 Information and Meet the Tutor event Tuesday 24 September 2019

Year 8 Information and Meet the Tutor event Wednesday 25 September 2019

Year 9 Information and Meet the Tutor event Thursday 26 September 2019

Year 10 Information and Meet the Tutor event Wednesday 2 October 2019

Year 11 Information and Meet the Tutor event Thursday 3 October 2019

October Half Term Monday 28 October 2019 Friday 1 November 2019

Christmas Holiday Monday 23 December 2019 Tuesday 7 January 2020

Staff Inset Training Day Monday 6 January 2020

Start of Spring Term Tuesday 7 January 2020 Friday 3 April 2020

February Half Term Monday 17 February 2020 Friday 21 February 2020

Start of Summer Term Monday 20 April 2020 Friday 17 July 2020

May Bank Holiday Friday 8 May 2020

May Half Term Monday 25 May 2020 Friday 29 May 2020


