
Personal Development: Form Time 1 

Our World: people, politics and key news 



Our Role Model of the Week: Redmond Ramos 

Redmond was badly injured serving with the marines in 

Afghanistan – he stepped on an improvised explosive device (IED) 

and lost his leg. He was determined not to give up on life and went 

on to win 5 Gold athletics medals in the Warrior Games in the 

U.S.A, just 7 months after he lost his leg.  

‘’When you are injured and lying in a hospital 

bed, you face a choice: feel sorry for yourself 

and drink the pain away, try to get back to the 

person you used to be, or open your eyes and 

finally live life. Become better than you ever 

were.’’ 

‘’The more I focused on improving myself and giving back, the 

better I felt. When I left the military I started teaching marines 

and police officers combat trauma medicine. After thousands of 

people helped me recover, I found happiness in helping others.’’ 

Determination, courage, guts, resilience, hope, fortitude, strength, kindness, generosity 



Let me introduce you to……Jo Swinson 
….. 
 

Jo Swinson is a British politician from Scotland, who has been the leader of the Liberal 

Democrats since 2019. She is also the Member of Parliament for East Dunbartonshire 

(Scotland). 

She is the first woman and the youngest person (39) to lead the Liberal Democrats..  

She got a degree in Political Science from the London School of Economics. 

The Liberal Democrats appear to be growing in popularity under her leadership, and are 

certainly a party to watch at the coming General Election. 



The Liberal Democrats………………... 

 They are the only party to promise a 2nd Referendum on Brexit. 

 They talk a good talk on the environment. 

 They promise to reverse cuts to school funding 

 They will raise income tax by a penny in every pound to increase funding for our NHS 

 They promise to make the waiting times for help with mental health issues the same 

as those for physical related illness. 

 They believe in a different type of voting system 



Update on Brexit 
 

 

 

■ Despite his ‘do or die’ mantra, Boris Johnson failed in his attempt to get the UK to 

leave the EU on 31st October. 

■ The EU have given the UK a further extension period to resolve Brexit – officially 

until 31 January 2020, but we can leave earlier than this, if a deal is formally 

approved by Parliament. 

■ Boris Johnson has called for a General Election and this has now been agreed by 

Parliament. 

■ There will now be a General Election on 12 December. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Update on Brexit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is actually going on here? 

Although recent events suggest that the Prime Minister’s Brexit deal would actually probably be approved by 

Parliament in the coming months, Boris Johnson is gambling on the following: 

A General Election will return the Conservative and Unionist Party (and him as Prime Minister) back into power, 

and with a decent majority. At present, Boris Johnson does not have enough supporters to deliver his key 

policies and legislation (on health, policing, education etc) all of which needs a majority vote to get it through 

Parliament. As the next election would not normally be until 2020, Boris’ government in effect are really not 

able to properly govern at the moment without that majority. 

Of course, it is very risky, as he could lose the election! 

If he gets a majority (50% plus 1 as a minimum) Boris is also gambling that he will be able to quickly get Brexit 

delivered (possibly by Christmas, if the House of Commons timetable is re-jigged). 

Despite all the other important stuff, this election is, in reality,about Brexit. 

 The Conservatives want to deliver Brexit immediately, as per their agreed deal. 

 Labour want to deliver Brexit, but only after a revised deal and a 2nd referendum. 

 The Liberal Democrats want to cancel Brexit altogether and stay in Europe. 



Our Environment and Planet 
 

 
Positive things are still happening: 

 

The motor company Ford has launched the largest 

electric vehicle charging network in the USA 

 

The first 100% electric taxi has just appeared in Spain. 

 

Scotland has banned plastic cotton buds (as the end up 

being flushed down the toilet and end up on beaches, 

killing marine life). 

 

 

 

 



Our Environment and Planet 
 

 
Positive things are still happening: 

 

After 50 years conservation efforts, the songbird has 

finally been taken off the USA endangered species list. 

 

 



Our Environment and Planet 
 

 
Positive things are still happening: 

 

Closer to home, Bushey Academy students, led by 

members of the School Council’s Environmental Action 

Group, gave up 30 minutes of their time on Friday 

before half term to clear up the outside areas of the 

school – thus protecting wildlife. Well done to them.  

 

 

 



Key news story: 39 migrants found dead inside lorry 

Many of you will have seen this tragic story on the 

news. 

 

39 Vietnamese migrants were found dead inside a 

frozen lorry container in Essex in the week leading 

up to half term. 

 

They were men & women who were obviously trying 

to head to the UK for a better life. 

 

Unfortunately, the criminal gangs who operate these 

human smuggling routes have no care for them as 

human beings – they are merely ‘objects’ or 

‘commodities’ who have probably paid several 

thousands of pounds to the gang to help transport 

them to the UK.  

 

 

 



Key news story: 39 migrants found dead inside lorry 

 

It is a highly emotive subject and the following issues  

are often in conflict: 

 

 Values like kindness and generosity to others 

 The UK’s history of charitable help in time of need 

 The need to control levels of immigration 

 The rule of law -which does not allow people to 

sneak into a country and then ‘disappear’ 

 

 

 

 

Click here 

Click on this video for more information 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MHKjNrQHu2Y
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2019/10/24/essex-lorry-deaths-mo-robinson-questioned-39-bodies/


Form Time 2 
Our World: Art and Culture 



Our Sculpture of the Week 

The sculpture overleaf is located in Stockholm, Sweden. 

Sweden is the largest country in Northern Europe – it is connected to Denmark by a bridge-tunnel, and it shares borders with both Finland and 
Norway. Stockholm is its capital city. 

Sweden is part of the EU and, like us, has a monarchy and a parliamentary democracy.. 

 

The sculpture is called The Man in the Water and the artist was Jaime Plensa. 

 

It is actually 6.5 metres high and is a gigantic statue of a submerged man. 

 

It is meant to make passers-by smile. 

 

See what you think. 

 

 

 

  





Our Photographs of the Week 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

What is this a 

photograph of? 

 

 

Your teacher will 

click to find out 

once you have all 

had a guess. 

Hot tea being 

thrown into the 

cold air in the 

Arctic 



What is this a 

picture of? 

It is a traffic light – 

burnt in the recent 

protests in Barcelona, 

Spain. 

Did you do any research 

on Catalonia? The 

conflict is over 

Catalonia’s desire to be 

free and independent 

from Spain (who will not 

allow this). 

Look at the next couple of photos, which remind us of some other world news 



Japan: workers continue to clear up the debris from Hurricane Hagabis, which 

devastated much of the region, killing 23 people. 



Mexico: migrants raise their hands after being confronted by the Mexican national guard near 

the town of Tuzantan. Hundreds were arrested as they made their way towards the US. 



Our Artist of the Week 





Loving Science: Fact of the Week 


