
Personal Development: Form Time 1 

Our World: people, politics and key news 



The General Election 

The General Election is now only 2.5 weeks away – 12 December 

Candidates for election to Parliament continue to be out campaigning in their local areas 
(constituencies), trying to persuade voters to select them. 

The General Election is dominated by Brexit, but remember that this country needs a 
government that will help deal with other hugely important issues. 

The election will determine what the country will be like when you head off into adult life. So 
think about what the important issues and questions are for you. Some questions: 

 Should I have to pay tuition fees at university (currently £9,000 a year) 

 How will I be able to afford to buy my first house?  

 Am I willing to pay extra money (tax) from my wages each month to help fund a better 
National Health Service (NHS)?  Who will pay for my relative’s treatment for dementia? 

 Should the railway systems in this country be nationalised (owned by us, the people – 
not by a private company for profit)? What about water, electricity, the post office? 

 Are the promises I keep hearing made by politicians believable? Or are they easy, 
headlines, but are impossible to ever fund? Will we really get 20,000 extra police 
officers? Will the gap between the rich and the poor really be reduced? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Let me introduce you to ….the SNP 

The Scottish National Party (SNP) was founded in 1934. 

The SNP are classified as social-democrats. They are, by membership numbers, the 3rd 

largest political party in the UK, behind Labour and the Conservatives.  

The SNP is currently led by Nicola Sturgeon. 

They are the largest political party in Scotland and they send 35 elected Members of 

Parliament (MPs) to sit in the House of Commons.  

 



Although it is part of the UK, Scotland actually has its own government. 

 

Under what was called devolution, some powers were transferred from central government (ie our 

London Parliament) to Scotland, allowing it as a country to set its own policies in a number of areas. 

 

The Scottish government therefore actually has its own Parliament (which sits at Holyrood in 

Edinburgh) – as the SNP are currently the dominant party, Nicola Sturgeon therefore leads the 

government, with the title of First Minister of Scotland. 

The SNP believe in: 

Scottish independence from the UK. 

Scotland remaining part of the European Union (EU). 

 

Although they lost a referendum on this issue back in 2014, the SNP are campaigning for another 2nd 

referendum on Scottish Independence ‘at the end of the Brexit process.’ 

 

If they were successful, Scotland would break away from the UK, and leave our 300 year old Union. 

What role do the SNP have in the General Election on 12 December? 

There are 650 seats in total in the House of Commons, and 59 of these are allocated to MPs 

representing Scotland. At present, the SNP hold 35/59 seats (the rest are Scottish Labour or 

Conservatives). The more seats they win, the more influence they will have over policy. 



The leaders of the two main parties, Boris Johnson (Conservatives) and Jeremy Corbyn 

(Labour) had a televised debate last week. 

 

Most newspaper and other media outlets reflected the view that neither performed well. 

 

Click here to gain a sense of what happened and how they came across.  

If you believe the 

current polls, one of 

them will be the next 

Prime Minister. At 

present, it looks like it 

will be Boris Johnson. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G6Irb_GIBXw


Our Environment and Planet 
 

 
The European Union (EU) has announced draft proposals which, if 

accepted, would call on the European Investment Bank to stop 

funding fossil fuel projects in the future – it is a long way from 

being accepted, but it would be a real blow for the coal, gas and 

oil industries. 

 

Fishermen in the Philippines (South-East Asia) are receiving 

additional income from their government to help protect 

endangered marine creatures – hundreds of poor fishermen are 

now working on a project to support the whale shark. 

Click on this video to learn what David Attenborough thinks about 

how people’s perception of the environment is changing  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IW3jEIYBFzg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IW3jEIYBFzg


Form Time 2 
Our World: Art and Culture 



Something different this week 

Rather than focus on an individual image this week, we are going to look at a range of different 

sculptures, pencil and crayon hand drawings, and photographs. 

Remember that the very best art: 

■ connects us to the heart of what it means to be a fully alive human being - with all the 

experiences that brings 

■ Connects us to the longing deep within each human heart for creativity and expression 

■ Often conveys an important idea, point or a message 

■ Comes in a wide range of forms – the question is always about the reaction it prompts in you as 

a ‘viewer’ 

 

As you ‘browse’ the following images with your tutor, just go with your instinct and let the art 

connect with you as a human being.  











Pencil  













 
 

Our world: the news in photographs 



Hong Kong: riot police detain two men in the central district of Hong Kong. A policeman shot a masked protester 

in the torso this week, igniting clashes across the city as crowds took to the streets to block roads and hurl insults 

at officers. 



Venice, Italy: a woman sits in a chair in a flooded St Mark’s Square. The high-water mark hit 187cm in Venice 

this week, meaning more than 85% of the city was flooded. The highest level ever recorded was 194cm during 

the infamous flooding of 1966. 



Syria: Syrians throw stones towards Turkish military vehicles during a Turkish-Russian army patrol near the 

town of Darbasiyah along the border between Syria and Turkey. 



Our Artist of the Week 










