
Personal Development: Form Time 1 

Our World: people, politics and key news 



The General Election 

 

 

■ As you hopefully know, the Prime Minister Boris Johnson failed in his attempt to get 

the UK to leave the EU on 31st October. 

■ He called for a General Election, and this will now happen on 12 December. 

■ Parliament has been shut down (‘dissolved’) to give MPs the time to prepare for this 

election. A few MPs have decided to stand down and leave politics, but most will 

campaign in their local constituencies to be re-elected by voters.  

■ The EU have given the UK a further extension period to resolve Brexit post the 

General Election – officially until 31 January 2020, but we can leave earlier than 

this, if a deal is formally approved by Parliament. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The General Election 

 

 

 

Click on this video to learn more 

 

 

 

The Bushey Academy is holding a Mock General Election – just before the real one! 

Over the next few weeks, we will be looking at each of the main parties’ policies, and the 

Sixth Form will also be running a mock election across the school. You can have a 

chance to examine each of the parties, cast your vote – and see if the results mirror the 

actual General Election on 12 December! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aihohKAoqFc


Let me introduce you to ….the Labour Party 

The Labour Party was founded in 1900. 

It grew out of the trade union movement, and other political influences in the late 19th 

century. Labour are classified as a centre-left party. 

The current leader of the Labour Party is Jeremy Corbyn. 

Labour are classified as the Official Opposition in Parliament, as they won the 2nd largest 

number of seats at the 2017 General Election. 



Some of Labour’s key policies include: 

: 

• Delivering Brexit, but not until they have negotiated a better deal, which they will then put to the people 
in a 2nd referendum (for final approval). 

• Nationalising key industries (under government control and ownership, rather than run by private 
companies) –eg rail and the 9 different private water companies. 

• Scrapping tuition fees at university. 

• End to zero hours contracts for workers (where there is only work when people are needed, and with 
little protection. Many workers suffer exploitation in low paid work, and have few rights). 

• More free child care for 2-4 year olds. 

• Hiring 10,000 more police officers, and 3,000 more firefighters. 

• Introduction of 50p rate of tax for highest earners (£123,000+) and a 45p income tax rate for those who 
earn above £80,000). 

 

        Click on this video to learn more  

 

       

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B1M89YgFPUo


Our Environment and Planet 
 

 
Positive things are still happening: 

 

A report was released this week by the International 

Energy Agency which claims that off shore wind power 

has the potential to produce more electricity than the 

world would ever use. 

 

The population of humpback whales in the Atlantic 

Ccean has made an amazing recovery in the last 2 

years, after the species were nearly wiped out. 

 

The car manufacturer Honda has announced it will stop 

producing petrol only cars in Europe by 2022. 



Form Time 2 
Our World: Art and Culture 



Our Sculpture(s) of the Week 

Last week our assemblies were for Remembrance Sunday. 

 

As we learnt, Remembrance Sunday is not a celebration of war, but a chance to pause and reflect on 
those who have lost their lives in the service of our country. 

 

Across the UK – in public places, in churches, in buildings – there have been hundreds of life sized 
metal silhouettes of soldiers placed as part of Remembrance Sunday. 

 

In other parts of the world, those who lost their lives in war are also commemorated in art. 

 

The following two slides show two different sculptures, which focus on the act of remembrance. 

 

  



These are the ‘Tommy’ Silhouettes, which can be seen in 

places across the country. 

 

They are named after the nickname given to the British 

soldier in the First World War. 



Turkey: a large bronze sculpture of a section of a battlefield in the First World War (1914-18). Have a 

close look, and pause for a second to reflect on the sacrifices made by those involved in such horror. 



Our Photographs of the Week 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

The photograph overleaf is designed to make you smile. 

 

It was taken last week in a national park in Thailand (South-East Asia). 

 

No one, fortunately, was hurt – but it shows the power of nature and wild animals. 

 

The animal in question, appeared to take offence at the car driving past it. 

 

See what you think. 

 

Then look at the photographs which follow – some serious, some light-hearted, but all tell 

us about the wider world in which we live in. 

 

 





Lava from the ‘piton de la fournaise’ flows down the east-south-east face of the volcano on the Indian Ocean 

island of Reunion. 



Sweden: a rider competes in the Gotland grand national enduro race at Tofta airport near Visby. 



Mexico City: participants perform during the annual Day of the Dead parade. 



Syria: captured fighters linked to Islamic State (IS) held in a prison cell in Northern Syria. It is 

estimated that there are around 12,000 IS fighters being held in prisons in the area. 



Our Artist of the Week 










