
Personal Development: Form Time 1 

Our World: people, politics and key news 



Role Model (s) of the Week 
Dina Asher-Smith is a British athlete. 

 

She won the 200m final at last week’s 

World Athletic Championships. 

 

She is the fastest ever British sprinter. 

 

She went to London University to study. 

 

Key fact: 

She was not always successful. 

3 years ago, she was not even near the 

medals but has worked hard on her 

mental attitude and her physical training-

this has brought her success! 
Click on this video 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8C4doErYx-4


Role Model (s) of the Week 

Katarina Johnson-Thompson is a British 

athlete, specialising in the Heptathlon. 

 

She won the gold medal last week at the 

2019 World Championships, breaking the 

British record with a score of 6,981 

points. This ranks her sixth on the all-

time heptathlon lists. 

 

Again, she has had to work hard and 

show guts and determination to follow 

her dreams. 

 

She studied at Liverpool Moores 

University. 

Click on this video 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0wHgZOERDbs


Update on Brexit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is Boris Johnson trapped? 

 

Is there a way out? 

 

The next slide summarises the current 

situation. 



Much of the information released is contradictory: the former Prime Minister David 

Cameron has said that he thinks there is a ‘good chance of Boris getting a deal’ 

whereas press reports are also suggesting  that EU leaders are about to announce that 

the latest UK proposals for Brexit are ‘not acceptable’ and that the talks are ‘going 

nowhere.’ 

Although the current deadline for Brexit is 31 October (3 weeks away), if there is no 

agreement in place by 17 October, the Prime Minister is required by a recent act of 

Parliament to write to the EU and request another extension, probably to January 2020. 

Boris Johnson has always publically maintained he will never do this –’do or die’ is his 

mantra about 31 October – although recent court papers have made clear he will 

respect the law. 

Newspapers have also allegedly published comments from his senior aides about Boris 

refusing to resign, ‘daring the Queen to sack him’ and even being prepared to ‘squat’ in 

10 Downing Street in the event of MPs trying to oust him from power. 

The language has not been helpful, and frankly no one knows what is happening. The 

only thing that is clear is that if the EU does reject Boris’ proposals, our country may well 

be on the brink of the biggest constitutional storm in centuries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Our Environment and Planet 
 

 
You wanted some more good news on the planet: 

 

Google, the world’s biggest search engine, has 

announced it will invest $2 billion in wind and solar 

energy. 

 

Scotland is now generating enough wind energy to 

power two Scotlands. 

 

Ikea has been working hard to cut its carbon 

footprint, and has now fitted over 900,000 solar 

panels to the roofs of its stores and distribution 

centres. 

You have a role as well: picking up your litter and keeping the quad and playground clean is a crucial 

and important step 



Key news story: a scientific breakthrough? 

A paralysed man, who has not been able to walk for over two years, has been able to 

use all his limbs thanks to new technology – a mind controlled exoskeleton suit! 

Thibault, 30, said taking his first steps in the suit felt 

like being the "first man on the Moon". 

 

His movements, particularly walking, are far from 

perfect and the robo-suit is being used only in the lab. 

 

But researchers say the approach could one day 

improve patients' quality of life. 

The next slides focus on how it all works. 



Thibault had surgery to place two implants on the surface 

of the brain, covering the parts of the brain that control 

movement 

Sixty-four electrodes on each implant read the brain activity 

and beam the instructions to a nearby computer 



Sophisticated computer software reads the brainwaves 

and turns them into instructions for controlling the 

exoskeleton 

 

Thibault has to be strapped into the exoskeleton... But 

when he thinks "walk", it sets off a chain of instructions 

to move his legs 

 



Click on this video to see the outcome 

 

(scroll down to the video) 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-49907356


Key news story: Extinction Rebellion 
Almost all of us are worried about the environment. 

 

Every person living in a democracy has the right to protest 

against what they feel is wrong. 

 

You have that right of protest, as the UK is a democracy. 

 

The difficulty comes when people step over the lines of 

normal behaviour and behave in a way that is illegal, anti-

social, or disrupts our society. 

 

Last week, Extinction Rebellion (an environmental protest 

group known for some quite extreme actions)  parked a 

truck in Whitehall (near where Parliament is) and released 

400 gallons of red dye, spraying it over buildings. They say 

they were trying to highlight the government’s lack of action 

on climate change – especially around fossil fuels. 

 

It raises clear issues about the rule of law, and where 

acceptable lines of protest lie. 

Watch the video below, and then discuss as a 

class what you think about how Extinction 

Rebellion has behaved. 

 

Click here 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MHKjNrQHu2Y


Personal Development: Form Time 2 

Our World: Art and Culture 



Our Sculpture of the Week 

The sculpture overleaf is located in Taipei City, which is part of what is known as the Special Municipality of Taiwan (officially, 
the People’s Republic of China). 

 

Taiwan is an international, modern place, and a central hub of East Asia.  

 

It is also in a part of the world where leaders like to show off their country’s 

military strengths. 

 

The sculpture is called Playing with Fire. 

Although it is funny and makes people laugh, what do you think might be the deeper message?  

 

What is the link between the title, the tank, and the baby? What does it suggest about certain world leaders and their attitude 
to conflict? We have seen similar things in the media with President Trump. 

 

  





Our Photograph of the Week 
 

 

 

 

 

The photograph overleaf was taken in Valais, Switzerland. 

 

It is a picture of the 23 km Aletsch glacier, one of the largest ice streams in 

Europe. 

 

The glacier has just become the first Unesco world heritage site in the Alps. 

 

Try to get a sense of the size and scale of the glacier from the photograph. 

 

 





Our Artist of the Week 










