


Theme of the week: Determination 

Look at each image and find a word or phrase which speaks to 

you about what you need to do in the year ahead 

Look at the poem overleaf – we saw it last term. 

It is about using your time wisely – small acts of effort all add up 



To realise the value of one year 

Ask a student who failed his or her exams. 

To realise the value of one month, 

Ask a mother who gave birth to a premature baby. 

To realise the value of one week, 

Ask the editor of a weekly magazine. 

To realise the value of one day, 

Ask a daily wage labourer who has six kids to feed. 

To realise the value of one minute, 

Ask a person who has missed their train. 

To realise the value of one second, 

Ask the person who survived the accident. 

To realise the value of one millisecond, 

Ask the person who won a silver medal in the Olympics. 



Our Role Model(s) of the Week 
People who achieved success through determination 

 

We all have different desires and dreams. 

 

That is the joy of being human – we all have our own pathway to follow. 

 

Determination and ‘sticking at it’ is part of the fuel that gets us to our dreams. 

 

Your key focus at the moment should be to get a good education, and good qualifications to 

help open the doors for your dreams: hard work, concentration, revision – are all crucial. 

 

Over the next 10 weeks, we will learn about an individual who achieved success through their 

guts, determination, and hard work. 

 

Look at the next slide. 



Our Role Model(s) of the Week: Helen Keller 
People who achieved success through determination 

 

 

Helen Keller went blind and deaf as a toddler but was still able to learn sign language. She 

also learned to speak, read lips with her hands, go to school, earn a bachelors degree (rare for  

any woman in her time) and become an author, political activist and lecturer. 

 

 

 

 

Click here for an inspiring video 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WQBwvj1LOaM


Let me introduce you to: Jeremy Corbyn 

Jeremy Corbyn is an important politician, who has been the Leader of the Labour Party 

and Leader of the Opposition since 2015. 

He has been the Member of Parliament (MP) for Islington North (London) since his 

election to Parliament in 1983. 

His beliefs are often called ‘far left’ – this is more about his past and his older 

speeches, rather than the policies he has so far pursued as party leader. 

Some Labour Party members and politicians have heavily criticised his leadership and 

he has faced votes of no confidence as well as MPs resigning from his senior team. 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/powerofpositivity/videos/dalai-lama-xiv-quotes/10155540214357371/


Let me introduce you to: Jeremy Corbyn 

Some of his beliefs include: 

■ Supporting higher rates of tax for the wealthiest people in society 

■ Introduction of a £10 living wage 

■ A united Ireland 

■ A 2nd Scottish referendum about independence if requested by the Scottish Parliament 

■ Scrapping of all university tuition fees, and restoration of student maintenance grants 

■ Universal nuclear disarmament 

■ Opposition to the vast majority of recent wars, including in Iraq, Afghanistan, as well the military 
strikes in Syria and against ISIS. 

 

Interesting Facts:  

 He is fluent in Spanish, and has a cat called ‘EL Gato’ 

 He has been a vegetarian for 50 years, and does not own a car 

 He refused to attend a state banquet for President Trump this year, as he disagreed with his 
policies 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/powerofpositivity/videos/dalai-lama-xiv-quotes/10155540214357371/


Update on Brexit 

Hopefully, you have been watching the news! 

Whatever your view of Brexit, most people feel the whole thing appears  

to be a big mess, which is causing our country to look very foolish internationally. 

 

What has just happened? 

Boris Johnson (our new Prime Minister) promised the UK would finally leave the EU on 31 October –’do or die’ 
was his famous comment. 

Last week, MPs in Parliament voted to legally stop him being able to do that and they are trying to force him to 
go back to EU leaders and ask for a further extension period – Boris Johnson is refusing to do that, saying 
famously he would rather be ‘dead in a ditch’ than ask the EU for more time. 

 

What are the next steps? 

The only way forward appears to be a General Election,  which will clearly focus on Brexit. Boris wants to hold 
this next month but other MPs are currently preventing this from happening until later in the year. 

 

Click on this video (‘opponents don’t trust the people’) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-politics-49599334


Our Environment and Planet 
 

Remember to play your part: picking up litter and putting it in the bin - this keeps the 

school clean and our outside areas safe for animals. 

And let’s keep focusing on the positive things which are happening. 

 

Let’s remind ourselves about why we do 

this, and how beautiful our planet is. 

 

Click on this video (and skip ad) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pzhqyb70mB0




Our Sculpture of the Week 

The sculpture overleaf is located in Cadiz, in southern Spain. 

 

It is called The Magic Tap  and is of a bronze water tap. 

 

The tap magically appears to float in the sky with 

an endless supply of water flowing out of it. 

 

See what you think of it - can you work out how the sculptor made it work? 



There is a pipe hidden in the stream of water that holds the entire structure together! 



Our Photograph of the Week 
 

 

 

 

 

The photograph overleaf was taken recently at the US Gymnastics 

Championships in Kansas City (USA). 

 

It is a picture of Simone Biles competing in the beam during the senior 

women’s event. 

  

Think about why the photograph has been rated as ‘outstanding’. 





Our Artist of the Week 



Click here for details of how to go and see Eliasson’s work in London, at the Tate Modern 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bqjnbHLpd2I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bqjnbHLpd2I&t=5s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bqjnbHLpd2I&t=5s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bqjnbHLpd2I&t=5s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bqjnbHLpd2I&t=5s


Loving Science: Fact of the Week 

Great White Sharks 

 

The numbers of Great White sharks seen off parts of the coast of South Africa have been suddenly 
declining, particularly off the famous Cape Town region. 

In 2016, there were 200 sightings, in 2018 there were 50 sightings, and this year there have been 
none seen in the waters off Cape Town. 

 

Scientists believe the reasons are a mix of the following: 

■ Over-fishing 

■ Effects of climate change 

■ Changes to movement patterns. 

 

 

However, scientists also believe large numbers of Great Whites have been attacked and scared off by a 
creature that works in a group and is capable of killing it. Any guesses? See overleaf for the answer! 



The Killer Whale (or Orca) – cute looking, but very dangerous! Easily capable of killing a 

Great White shark (which it does) 


