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OUR WORLD: PEOPLE, POLITICS, KEY EVENTS  



Let me introduce you to: Lady Marjorie Hale (aged an amazing 74) 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 Born in Yorkshire. Attended Cambridge University. 

 The first ever female President of the Supreme Court (the highest court in the UK) 

  



Only 3 of the 12 judges of the Supreme Court are female – Lady Hale is one of them. 

 

This is not good enough – and Lady Hale has been a trailblazer for equality and female rights. 

Her motto: ‘women are equal to everything’. 

She regularly speaks about the importance of diversity: ‘the judiciary should be reflective of society as  a whole, not just a small section of it’. 

She was in charge of the Supreme Court last week when it ruled against the Prime Minister Boris Johnson (see next slide). 

 

Some interesting facts: 

She hates wigs on barristers and judges, saying they belong in the ‘18th, not 21st century’ 

She was a judge on Master Chef in 2018 

She loves wearing brooches in court 

Sadly, she retires later next year 

 

A Supreme Court Judge 



 
The Supreme Court (the highest court in the UK) were asked to rule 
on his recent decision to suspend Parliament. They (led by Lady 
Hale) made the follow judgements: 
 
 The suspension of Parliament was unlawful and should never 

have happened. 
 

 Johnson’s reasons for suspending Parliament were not 
believable – in fact, they decided he suspended Parliament to 
try and prevent MPs from debating and possibly blocking Brexit. 
 

This decision has serious consequences: 
 
 A Prime Minister has been found guilty of deliberately 

misleading Parliament (and giving the Queen wrong 
information) 
 

 The Speaker of the House of Commons has recalled Parliament 
and MPs are now back sitting – so, no more suspension 
 

 The Brexit clock is ticking towards the 31 October deadline – 
nothing is yet clear about the way forward out of the mess. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brexit: our weekly update 
Boris Johnson has had a very bad week 

Click on this video 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qRfkyty1uKQ


Our Planet 

  

 

Little bits of positive news! 

Turkey has introduced an underwater clean 
up project in Istanbul, its capital city. 
 
It is part of its Zero Waste Blue Project. 
 
This photo shows divers hard at work 
cleaning up plastic. 

Have you heard about the lab-grown larvae 
which might be able to help the 
environment? 
 
Click on this video to learn more 

https://sacramento.cbslocal.com/2019/09/26/lab-grown-larvae-save-environment/


Other big events in the world: Angola 

Angola is a country in Africa. It has a terrible history of civil war, which was fought between 1975-2000. 

Many parts of the country still contain unexploded ammunition and minefields. 

Landmine clearance charity The Halo Trust have been working hard on the ground to clear the mines, 
many of which were laid as long ago as 2000. 

Last week, Prince Harry (The Duke of Sussex) travelled to Angola to see the work. 

His mother, Princess Diana, also visited Angola 22 years ago, and was photographed walking through a 
minefield to publicise the problem. 

Look at the two pictures overleaf, which were published in newspapers last week. 

 



In a speech, the Duke said the Halo Trust was helping the community to "find peace". 
 
"Landmines are an unhealed scar of war. By clearing the landmines we can help this community find peace, and 
with peace comes opportunity," he said. 
 
"Additionally, we can protect the diverse and unique wildlife that relies on the beautiful Kuito river that I slept 
beside last night.“ 
 
Click on this video 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4IDxNSP3Bjg


Other big news: the collapse of the travel firm Thomas Cook 

 

 

Thomas Cook is a famous UK company. 
 
It was formed in 1841 and millions of people have booked 
holidays through it over the years. 
 
Last week, despite efforts, the company folded – it went 
into what is called ‘compulsory liquidation’. Thousands of 
employees have lost their jobs and people have had their 
booked holidays cancelled. It is a sad day for many. 
 
 There were several reasons for the collapse: 
 Greater numbers of people using online companies to 

book holidays with 
 Most people no longer going into High Street branches 
 Tough market competition and an industry in which is it 

hard to make profits 

Click on this video 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yjbWosdehWg


Form Time 2 
OUR WORLD: ART AND CULTURE 



Our Photograph(s) of the Week 

There are several photographs this week, designed to develop your awareness of world events, 
and to build on what we have been learning over the last few weeks. 

 

Spend a minute or so looking at each one and pause for thoughts or discussions around: 

 

The photograph itself – is it engaging? What makes it appealing? 

What can it teach us about the wider world? 

 

Ready?  

 

Click on next slide. 

. 



Hong Kong: anti-government protestors protect themselves with umbrellas. Amnesty International has 
warned of an ‘alarming pattern’ of violence by police at demonstrations over the last 3 months. 



Hong Kong: anti-government protesters hold hands as part of a human chain in Sha Ti  



Migrants aboard a blue boat adrift in the Mediterranean Sea. The rescue ship Ocean Viking saved 
109 people from two unseaworthy boats. Did you know: the academy has students who have 
experienced fleeing from their country of birth? 



Mexico City: in 1810, Mexico began its struggle for independence from Spain. It was finally achieved 
in 1821. Every year, the ‘Grito de Dolores’ festival celebrates their Independence Day!  



The sculpture overleaf is called The Rain Man. 
 
It is made of bronze and is 3 metres tall. 
 
It can be found in Florence, Italy. 
 
 
It was crafted by the artist Jean-Michel Folon and was given to the city of Florence as  a gift in 
2002. 
 
 
See what you think. 
 
 

Our Sculpture of the Week 





 Loving Art: Our Artist of the Week 





 

 

 

Being kind to your mind 

Remember the foundations to look after your mind, just as much as your physical body: 
 Enough sleep 
 90% of the time eat healthily 
 Get outdoors every day  
 Exercise in some form – even a brisk walk – for 20 minutes, 3 times a week 







 Intrepid submarine Boaty McBoatface has made its first significant discovery, 
say UK scientists. 

 The autonomous underwater vehicle (AUV) has built a 3D map of deep ocean waters 
as they move away from Antarctica. 

 Researchers previously had limited data to show these currents were warming. 

 Boaty's investigations can now confirm that turbulence is causing warm water at mid-
depths to mix down and raise the temperature of the colder, denser water running 
along the ocean floor. 

 Scientists say they can link this behaviour to changing wind patterns. 

 These have been blowing more strongly over the Southern Ocean in recent decades 
due to the hole in the ozone layer above Antarctica and the increase in greenhouse 
gases. 

 The turbulence comes in part from these changing winds acting on the surface of the 
ocean, but also from the interaction of the currents as they run across the rugged 
seafloor. 

  


