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MEET THE TEAM 

Introducing your school news team. 

Junior Journalists 

Isabella 

Grace 

Georgia 

Sophia 

Lola 

Imogen 

 

Creative Writing Team 

Becca 

Milly 

 

Assistant Editor 

Rhiannon 

Afonso 

Maria 

 

“A big well done to this amazing team who have worked hard at 

creating and writing the articles that have made this newspaper. 

This could have not been done without their fantastic effort and 

dedication. 

While this is the first newspaper for the Bushey Academy, I hope it 

goes onto improve and become a voice for students to express 

their achievements, opinions and imagination.” 

 

- Emily Hine, Chief/Manager 
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1. Which is the only mammal that can’t jump? 

2. Who won the world cup in 2018? 

3. What chemical element is a diamond made 

from? 

4. How many strings does a violin have?  

5. What country is Mount Everest located? 

6. At which battle was Richard III killed? 

7. How many letters are there in the Greek 

alphabet?  

8. What Shakespeare play is this quote from “If 

music be the food of love, play on.” 

9. How much blood is in the human body? 

10. What colours are on the flag of Bangladesh?  

 



 

 

 

 

House Music 2018 
During the last half term, many 

music students pulled together the 

annual, fantastic House Music 

competition. Students competed in 

five categories in a bid to win each 

one, as well as overall winning 

house.  

 

The first category was best 

instrumentalist. One person from 

each house took part, with Year 9 

Hannah Mokhtari in Whittle taking 

the trophy.  

Next, was best key-stage 3 soloist. 

Everyone in this category was very 

young and they each pulled off an 

amazing performance. The winner 

was Year 8 Mia Beasley from 

Edison.  

Category 3 was very similar but this 

time key-stage 4 students came to 

the stage. There were some very 

skilled contestants in this one, but 

the winner was from Marconi was 

Charlie Donald from Year 10.   

The next category could be taken 

part in by any year- best composer. 

The winner was Mitchell Winn, a 

Marconi from year 10.  

Finally, each house competed to 

win the House Band award. The 

winning song was ‘Natural’ by 

Imagine Dragons, performed by 

Whittle and mentored by Kiana 

Khalegh.  

 

After a long night of outstanding 

music, the judges (including the 

Head of Composition from the 

Purcell School of Music) cast their 

vote… and Whittle won with flying 

colours! 

 

After the competition, we 

interviewed Miss Anderson (head of 

music) see her opinion on this 

event: 

Favourite Performance? 

They were all very good in different 

ways and they all did their best. 

Who has improved the most? 

Loads of people improved a lot 

and having the experience gives 

you confidence. 

How long did they prepare for? 

8 weeks. 

Who were you the most proud of? 

The high attaining band, who had 

to learn over 15 different pieces. 

 

Well done to everyone who 

took part! 

Written by Grace Buckingham, Georgia 

Warnica and Isabella Fitzgibbon. Edited by 

Rhiannon Buckingham 
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Trampolining 

interview with 

Isabelle Bunn and 

Lauren Allen 

After the trampolining competition 

at Bushey Meads, we interviewed 

two of the amazing participants- 

Isabelle Bunn and Lauren Allen  

Did you have fun trampolining? 

Isabelle Bunn: Yes, I had lots of fun 

trampolining. There were lots of my 

friends doing it which made it more 

fun and they were encouraging 

you and cheering you on. 

Lauren Allen: Yes it was really 

exciting. 

Where did you place? 

IB: Each level had its own placings 

(1st, 2nd and 3rd) so there was not 

an overall winner. For each level 

different students took part for 

example: level one was just Bushey 

Meads, level 2 was just Bushey 

Academy and level 3 was a mix. 

For the 3rd level Lily Debenham 

came first.  

LA: I didn’t place but Emily Pegg 

came 3rd. 

Do you think you did well? 

IB: Yes I think I did well. I did my best 

and although didn’t place I still did 

well. 

LA: Yes, I think I did. 

What where the other schools like 

(where did they place and how did 

they act? 

IB: The other schools were slightly 

intimidated especially the younger 

school but apart from that the 

other schools were fine. 

LA: They were really good but I 

thought we had a good chance. 

How do you think you can 

improve? 

IB: I could improve by tightening 

my legs and getting more height 

when I jump. 

LA: Maybe practice more on what I 

can already do first then learn the 

things I 

don’t 

know 

after so I 

can nail 

it. 

Written by 

Isabella 

Fitzgibbon  
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PE teacher 

Interview 

For our first article, we decided to 

write about the PE department, 

one of the most popular and 

practical subjects available at the 

Bushey Academy. We asked the 

teachers a few questions, and here 

is what we found out: 

Who are your most improved 

students? 

We would like to say well done to 

Christopher Mallord in Year 10, 

Kerala Richards in year 13 and 

Kaeleigh Bickerdike in year 7. 

How well are the sports teams 

doing? 

The girls’ football team are doing 

very well. The netball team are 

trying hard and attending practice. 

In the cross-country team Daniel 

Farrell came 7th and Jack White 

came 9th out of the whole of the 

Watford District. 

What's your favourite sport? 

Miss Higgs: The Rugby Union 

Mrs Williams: Football 

Mr East: Athletics 

Who are some of your 

star students?  

Well done to Bradley 

Scudder (Y8), Reese 

Sharp (Y8), Sophie 

Farrell (Y8), Sam Hewitt (Y10), 

Imogen Kelly (Y8), Kieran Rawal 

(Y7), Luke Jacks (Y7), Harry Knight 

(Y9), Ella Stanniford (8) and Isabelle 

Bunn (Y7). 

Who inspired you to become a PE 

teacher? 

Mrs Williams’ inspiration was Jane 

Guest her PE teacher, and Mr 

Putman’s was his mum. 

How long have you worked at The 

Bushey Academy for? 

Miss Higgs has worked here for 10 

years now, Mrs Williams 20 years, 

and Mr Putman is on his 11th year 

at the school. 

What was your dream job as a 

child? 

Miss Higgs a police officer and Mrs 

Williams a PE teacher. 

The vast majority of students here 

enjoy PE, and the teachers 

especially like to teach polite and 

mature students. They hope that 

everyone continues to love the 

subject and congratulations to 

everyone mentioned!  

Written by Grace Buckingham and Isabella 

Fitzgibbon  
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Women can tackle 

just as hard 

 

People say rugby is for boys and that 

girls aren’t tough or strong enough 

and don’t like getting dirty or muddy.   

So I want to change that view. 

 

I play rugby competitively for a club 

called Fullerians in Cassiobury, which 

welcomes boys and girls.  It is one of 

the fastest growing girls rugby club in 

England.   Rugby is a very good sport 

to feel part of a team as the game 

doesn’t work without a team or 

without each player.   Rugby is great 

game and you can show your INNER 

WARRIOR when playing. The contact 

sport is becoming better known for 

woman as for men.  

Rugby is a very physically 

demanding sport as you have to 

have strength and a little bit of 

speed, but this doesn’t mean it is not 

welcome to all shapes and sizes and 

people are very accepting of 

everyone.   Rugby is a brilliant way to 

keep fit and healthy and is an easy 

way to lose weight really without 

thinking about it or worrying about 

what people will think. 

Girls rugby is such a great way to 

show that girls do have the power 

and strength that boys have and 

that we can play games like 

rugby and contact sports that 

everyone thinks are just for boys 

and that girls are too scared to 

play and we have to stick to 

certain rule book but we don’t. 

Yes rugby and contact sports aren’t 

for everyone but just remember that 

girls are strong too and we do have 

the power.  

I did a few interviews with some girls 

from my club and here were their 

answers: 

Why do you like rugby? 

 I like rugby because it keeps 

me exercising and healthy 

and you feel part of 

something and its fun 

Why do you think girls should start 

doing rugby?  

 It broadens your horizon and 

gives you knew opportunities it 

also lets you lose weight  

Why do you think people should 

come and play at Fullerains? 

 They are all very nice people 

and the coaches are all really 

nice it’s like one big happy 

family and a local community  

Do you think rugby is just for boys? 

 No  

Describe rugby in 3 words: 

 FUN, HEALTHY, DIFFERENT  

 

By Imogen Kell



 

 

 

What went well in 2018?  
It’s easy to focus on all the negative news of last year, but 

let’s look at all the good things 2018 brought us: 

 

● Supermarkets such as Morrisons started selling ‘wonky’ vegetables. By 

doing this it cuts down on waste.  

 

●  Colombia created the largest ever tropical rainforest national park.  

 

● A drop of the number of plastic bags in oceans linked to 5p charges. 

 

 

● London’s fashion week discontinued the use of animal fur in their 

shows. 

 

● A Sikh soldier was the first to wear turban for the Trooping the Colour 

ceremony in London. 

  

● Warm weather in England proved a boost for the UK’s most 

endangered butterfly. 

 

● Pakistan pledged to plant 10 billion new trees. 
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One thing that can be said about 2018 was that it brought lots of great films 

with it, many of which will stay with us throughout the years, and various 

being nominated for prestigious film awards.  

 

One massive release was Marvel’s Infinity War. This sees an arsenal of the 

comics’ most famous characters engage in a battle to collect all six infinity 

stones, an event which left viewers at the edge of their seats. This movie has 

left all who watched it eagerly awaiting the sequel, End Game, which is 

coming out later this year. It is in fact the biggest worldwide film opening 

since 2002. Other films released that depict our much-loved superheroes 

include DC’s Aquaman with a later release of December 12th, as well as the 

much anticipated Black Panther (another from Marvel Studios) which 

showcased a black dominated cast, something rarely seen before in 

Hollywood. This film exceeded high expectations, gifting us with a milestone 

towards greater diversity in the film industry.  

Last year also proved to be full of diversity, with hit Crazy Rich Asians building 

upon Black Panther’s worldwide impact. The film follows Rachel Chu’s plunge 

into the spotlight after discovering her boyfriend’s wealthy status, battling 

with stardom, jealousy and, most of all, his ‘crazy’ family.  

Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of Grindelwald hit cinemas late last year, the 

awaited sequel to the Fantastic Beasts franchise. Providing audiences with 

more in depth look at the wizarding world, JK Rowling’s creation follows a 

familiar face, Newt Scamander, in France as he continues to cause trouble 

and serve as a hero to all.  

  

Family films dominated screens with the release of The Incredibles 2 (without 

mum what could go wrong?); Ralph Breaks the Internet; Show Dogs; and 

Mary Poppins Returns. Mamma Mia: Here We Go Again brought joy to all, 

with an appearance from singing-sensation Cher. To top it all off, Jurassic 

2018 IN  

MOVIES 
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World: Fallen Kingdom picks up three years on after the park gets destroyed, 

with the team going to save the dinosaurs from an erupting volcano.  

Many, many more cinematic masterpieces graced cinemas in 2018, with 

Bohemian Rhapsody, A Star is Born, To All The Boys I’ve Loved Before and 

BlacKkKlansman all being released over the unforgettable 12 months. We 

hope 2019 brings even more great movies! 

Written by Grace Buckingham 

Edited by Rhiannon Buckingham  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

12 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can’t join us on a Friday? No worries 

Send in your articles online! Become an independent 

reporter! 

They can be on school news, helpful life hacks or tips, 

local/world news, sports, and much more!  

The creativity is in your hands. 

Send your articles to Mr. Richards or at 

3hinee@thebusheyacademy.org 

~ For students, by students. 

The Bushey Mercury Team 
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Dealing with Exams and Stress 

For many of you, exams can 

be a difficult and stressful 

time. Have I revised enough? 

Will I do well? I can’t do this. 

Here are some tips to help you 

beat that exam stress: 

1. Eat, Sleep and 

Exercise  

Make sure to keep a 

healthy diet and drink 

plenty of water, fish is 

very good for helping 

the brain. Don’t be 

pulling off all-nighters, a 

good 8-9 hours of sleep 

will do the trick. And at 

least 30 minutes of 

exercise can help relieve 

stress, boost energy and 

clear the mind, a simply 

walk can make a 

difference 

2. Don’t go Alone 

Revising with others can 

be an effective study 

technique, create a 

peer study group or 

even talk through your 

work with a parent. It 

can help increase a 

higher sense of 

confidence and support.  

3. Get Organised and 

Prioritised  

Know the dates of your 

exams, which subjects 

you are least confident 

in and focus on getting 

them to a stronger level. 

Have a daily/weekly  

plan e.g. today I’ll revise 

Nazi Germany for History 

 

4. Take a break 

Take 10-15 minutes break 

every so often for 

example every hour to 

hour and a half of work. 

Don’t burn yourself out 

from constantly working 

or nothing will go in. 
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5. Avoid social Media 

Try turning off your 

phone when studying, or 

at least mute your social 

media feed to avoid 

distraction. Music can be 

helpful for concentration 

levels or as a way to 

destress after some 

revision work. 

 

 

6. Talk to someone if 

you’re struggling 

It’s not going to be easy 

but opening up when 

you’re struggling can 

help get rid of some of 

that stress. Whether it’s a 

friend, family member or 

teacher, get those 

concerns off your chest 

and never be afraid to 

ask for help. 

As someone who has been there and done this, it is not the end of 

the world – even though it seems like it. That is the most important 

thing to remember.  

      ~ Motivational Maggie 
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Climate Change - 

Taking matters into 

our own hands 
February 15th 2019, Pupils around 

the UK went on strike in protest over 

Climate Change. The events were 

inspired by Greta Thunberg, a 15 

year old Swedish girl who began 

her own solo campaign by skipping 

class to sit outside government 

buildings from August 2018. 

 

More than 10,000 young people 

participated in at least 60 towns, to 

voice their frustration and concern 

at the inaction to tackle the 

escalating environmental impacts 

of climate change.  Protestors 

carried signs and banners while 

chanting for change.  

They had four key demands: The 

government should declare a 

‘climate emergency’, the public 

should be informed about the 

seriousness of the situation, national 

curriculum should be reformed to 

include ‘the ecological crisis’ and 

the voting age should be lowered 

to 16 so young people have a say 

in environmental issues.  

The youth protesting had backing 

of a former UN climate chief, who 

said it was “time to heed the 

deeply moving voice of youth”. 

However Downing Street criticised 

the protest, arguing it “wastes 

lesson time” disrupting planned 

lessons. 

Yet Greta 

Thunberg 

responded by saying that political 

leaders had wasted              30 

years of inaction against climate 

change. 

Scientists now claim there are 12 

years to limit the effects of climate 

change. If successful global 

warming would reach a maximum 

of 1.5C, while this might not seem a 

consequential increase just half a 

degree more would worsen risk of 

drought, floods, extreme heat and 

poverty for millions of people. 

Recently there have also been 

warnings that by 2040 the UK may 

face water shortages unable to 

meet the demand of the 

population. This would be due to a 

combination of climate change 

and a growing population.   

The youth strike has brought the 

issue of climate issue to the 

mainstream. Do you think it’s 

enough to make a change? 
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HOW CAN YOU FIGHT AGAINST CLIMATE CHANGE? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shorter showers 

Turn taps off 

when not using 

them 

 

Have meat free 

days/Reduce red 

meats or just beef 

Go vegetarian or 

vegan (not for 

everyone) 

 

Walk, Cycle or use 

Public transport 

Use energy wisely! 

(Turn off that light) 

 

Grow your own 

veg 

Plant wild flowers 

or even a tree 

 

Recycle 

Reuse items more than 

once 

Cut down on one-use 

plastics (straws) 

 

Spread the word – 

Talk to your 

parents, teachers, 

friends, share it on 

social media. 
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Career’s Hub – 

Producer/Director 

Making scientific documentaries for 

television, including the BBC, National 

Geographic, Channel 4, Channel 5 and 

Netflix.  

What did you want to be when you were 

12?  

I always loved the idea of writing, but the 

one thing I remember most at that age 

was probably wanting to be a scuba 

diver and explore a coral reef.  They 

looked magical on the David 

Attenborough shows.  It’s probably why I 

ended up studying Marine Biology at 

University... 

What’s the best thing about 

your job? 

The best thing about my job is 

getting to visit incredible 

places, often with people who 

have spent years studying 

them.  Especially when 

I’m lucky enough to get 

special access; to see behind 

the ropes at an 

archaeological dig, or go to a 

part of the world that I’d never 

normally get a chance to go 

to.     

 

What annoys you most at 

work? 

I think the worst thing is that I 

always have deadlines!  There 

is always less time than I’d like 

to get something done, or 

really think about how to tell 

the story I’m covering.   

 

What do you do with your time 

off? 

I love to spend time with my 

family, particularly if we get a 

chance to go exploring 

somewhere new in our 

camper van (an old VW we 

call Captain Beige).  And 

when I can find the time, 

playing any sort of sport. 

 

What are you working on at 

the moment? 

I’m working on a programme 

that is trying to imagine what 

life might be like on some of 

the alien worlds scientists have 

begun to discover outside of 

our solar system.   

 

What's been the best project 

you have worked on? 

I worked on a programme 

called Expedition Volcano 

that told the story of 

Nyiragongo and Nyamulagira, 

two of the world’s most active 

volcanoes found in 

the Democratic Republic of 

Congo.  We told the story of 

the scientists trying to predict 

when they might next erupt, 

and the people and wildlife 

that live in their shadow.  It 

was perhaps the most 

incredible people, place and 

wildlife I’ve ever encountered. 

 

Any advice for people 

aspiring to be 

producers/directors? 

Always think about what 

fascinates and thrills you - 

whether that’s action films, 

documentaries or favourite 

TV shows.  Think about how 

they tell the story, how they 

draw you in and use the 

pictures, words and sounds to 

get their message across.  And 

then think about how you’d 

use the same tricks to tell your 

own story. 
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Revision Help? 

CRASHCOURSE  

Great source of revision from a 

range of subjects. 

History, psychology, and science just 

to name a few.  

Vox 

In depth videos on a range of topics 

such as politics, and sea pollution to 

playground designs and reliability of 

forensic science 

Filmento  

Video essays on films, video games and 

even YouTube. Great for media, film 

lovers and even English students 
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Creative Writing 
  

The lady sat on the side of the lake, watching the salmon 

speed through the strong currents as if there were no 

force applying on them. The cold air felt like blades, 

gradually slicing through her pale, soft skin. Her bright red 

hair danced gently in the wind, almost as if in a ball 

dance.  

The silence would be almost suffocating if it wasn't for 

the distant clash of the waterfall a few yards away, and 

the constant sound of the wind running through the 

leaves on the trees. The noise was so continuous it 

started to sound like chattering like a nervous muttering, 

which speeds across a hall clamped with people when 

something goes wrong in a play, and there are barely 

any words that you can decipher.  

The fact just made her feel lonely. Isolated. The more she 

thought the more she realized that she only has herself. 

She knew that it wasn't one of those fairy tales where 

animals started to talk to her. She just had to deal with 

the fact that she was stranded there, and no-one will 

come to find her. It was just a mere fantasy now.  
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A Day in the Life of a Student 

I open my eyes and glare at the clock, 7:45 it reads. I’m going to be 

late! I run around my house, tripping over my shoes and spilling the milk 

down my clothes. My clothes are a mess and I have huge bags under 

my eyes. By the time I leave the house it is 8:15, I only have 15 minutes to 

get to school. As I reach the bus-stop I check my watch and realise the 

bus came 10 minutes ago! Now I am in big trouble. I run up the hill and 

catch my breath. I feel like I have just run around in an everlasting loop. 

I reach the entrance to the building and my eye meet what I expected 

to be an unimpressed expression but is actually a huge smile. I read the 

time wrong.  

I have 10 minutes to spare and go to find my friends. When the bell goes 

I rush to registration and greet my classmates. I get out my timetable to 

check what lesson I have first: Maths. We are dismissed from form and I 

casually stroll to Maths. Nothing exciting about that lesson. I remember 

a song from an advert I watched, and it gets stuck in my head. Then my 

friends and I make our way to English. As I walk in I am given a sheet of 

paper. I forgot that I had an assessment. When we sat down we get 

CLEARLY told that we are in exam conditions. The timer starts. 

Mmmmmmm. I start to hum. Hmmmmmm. I carry on. ‘Be quiet’ the 

teacher scolds. Hmmmm. I can’t stop. Next thing I know I am outside 

the classroom getting told I have a breaktime detention. Whoops! 

I sit in silence for the following 15 minutes. Then I am allowed to leave. I 

had double art next. By the end of the lesson my wrists ache and my 

clothes are covered in pencil sharpening and little bits of my rubber. 

Lunch! I go to see what they are selling today and shortly return with 

some cake and a slice of pizza. Not at all Healthy. 

Soon lunch and form are both over and I walk to science. We are told 

that we are not doing any experiments today and everybody groans. 

We take notes and answer questions and then make our way to history. 

1 more lesson until the day ends. This lesson we are learning about the 

Plague. Throughout the hour there are many squeals and squirms made 

by the class. The final bell goes, and the stairway turns into an 

avalanche. By the time I’m, downstairs it is 3:10 I scan the car park for 

my parent’s car, get in and we drive home. 

I turn my laptop on to check my homework. I have like 100 pieces. I do 

a couple of pieces and then get distracted. I have dinner and then 

after a while I have to go to bed.  
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ANSWERS – Did you get them right? 

Teacher = Mrs Putman 

 

1. Elephant                                         

2. France 

3. Carbon 

4. Four strings 

5. Nepal/China 

6. Battle of Bosworth 

7. 24 letters 

8. Twelfth night  

9. 4.5 to 5.5 litres 

10.  Red and Green 

 

Send them through at: 

5dixor@thebusheyacademy.org 

 


