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OUR THEME OF THE WEEK: GUMPTION 

Gumption is a word you hardly hear used nowadays. 

 

It belongs to a past generation – if you were a child in the 1950s, you would know it. 

But it is a word that is needed more than ever in terms of growing up in our current world. 

 

Gumption means ‘stickability’: 

• Keeping going when you are faced with a challenge or something hard (eg mastering a skill or new learning) 

• Having determination and resilience 

• Showing initiative and resourcefulness 

 

You develop character ‘gumption’ by going through hard times, and keeping going – it is part of the ‘fuel’ that drives character development. 

Even sometimes plodding steadily on develops gumption in you – even if it doesn’t seem like it sometimes! 

 



OUR ROLE MODEL OF THE WEEK: SIMON 

CLICK ON THIS TO LEARN ABOUT SIMON 

 

 

We can’t all feed the homeless in the way Simon does. 

But we can all so something to help people in difficulty. 

Year 7s are collecting donations for our local food bank – the box is by main reception. How about bringing in a tin of 

baked beans, or a packet of pasta? Perhaps even some toothpaste, or soap? OR ask miss ricketts how else you could 

help. 

That would be practical and hugely kind! 

https://www.facebook.com/bbcthree/videos/amazing-humans-feeding-the-hungry-and-homeless/10156728765865787/


LEARNING ABOUT OTHERS 

The hijab is a veil or headscarf worn by some Muslim women and girls. 

 

The hijab usually covers the head and chest, and is designed to conform to Islamic beliefs around modesty 

and privacy. 

 

There are a number of countries in the world where you will see the hijab worn. 

 

We have a number of students in the academy, from Years 7-13, who wear the hijab – this is what makes 

our school such a diverse and wonderful place! 

 



UPDATE ON BREXIT 

In reality, Brexit cannot be moved forward until the next leader (and by default prime minister) of the Conservative 

and Unionist party is confirmed. 

 

Over the last week, members of parliament from the above party have been voting to select who this should be. 

 

There are now just 2 candidates left: Boris Johnson and Jeremy Hunt. 

 

The final decision on who is selected lies now with members of the public who have a registered membership of the 

Conservative and Unionist party (about 160,000 people). 

 

The results of this final vote will not be known until later in July. 

 

 



LET ME INTRODUCE YOU TO……JEREMY HUNT 

We met Boris 2 weeks ago. 

Jeremy Hunt 

Aged 52 

Educated at private school and Oxford 

Married, with 3 children 

Worked in Japan as a teacher for a bit, and also in marketing 

MP for South-West Surrey since 2005 

Secretary of State for Health between 2012-2018 

Currently Foreign Secretary 

Voted to remain in the 2016 referendum 

 



THE ENVIRONMENT AND OUR PLANET 

 

Things are gradually started to move forward and there appears to be a greater sense of focus on 

the environment around the world. 

 

Click on the video below to hear about an interesting development in the Netherlands who are 

building giant artificial islands to save wildlife. 

 

CLICK HERE 

https://www.facebook.com/worldeconomicforum/videos/the-netherlands-is-building-giant-artificial-islands-to-save-wildlife/2131500353636088/


FORM TIME 2 



TALKING ABOUT MENTAL HEALTH 
BREAKS THE STIGMA 



LENDING A HELPING HAND 

The Year 7s are collecting for our local foodbank, to help 

people living in poverty, and often unable to buy essential 

foods. 

 

See overleaf for more details of the sorts of things we could 

choose to bring in to school to contribute. 

 

Wouldn’t it be amazing if we all brought something? 







OUR SCULPTURE OF THE WEEK 

• The sculpture overleaf is called Face of Freedom. 

 

• The sculpture is dedicated to Nelson Mandela and can be found in Howick, which is near the city of Durban, South Africa. 

 

• Howick is important at it was here, in August 1962, that Mandela was arrested on a highway by security services and started on his 27 years of imprisonment. 

 

• After a campaign to free him went worldwide, Mandela became a symbol of the fight for equality in South Africa. After his release he led his country as president, was awarded 

the Nobel Peace prize in 1993, and became an international statesman welcomed around the world. He died in 2013, aged 95, and his birthday, 18 July, is now internationally 

celebrated as ‘Mandela Day'. 

 

• The sculpture was created by the artist Marco Cianfanelli and a ceremony to mark its opening was held in August 2012, to mark the 50 years since his arrest. 

 

• It has 50 steel charcoal columns that create Mandela’s head when viewed from different angles. This is what Cianfanelli said at the time: 

 

• "The front of the sculpture is a portrait of Mandela, it has vertical bars which represent his imprisonment -.  when you walk through the structure it's radiates like a burst of light, 

which symbolises the political uprising of many people and solidarity." 





OUR PHOTOGRAPH OF THE WEEK 

The photograph overleaf was projected last week onto the side of a residential tower block in Newcastle 

(north-east of England). 

 

The message was highlighting that: 

• It is 2 years since the Grenfell Tower fire, in which 72 people died 

• There is still an ongoing problem with many high rise residential buildings having dangerous ‘cladding’ 

on the outside walls, which is considered to be a fire risk. There is a programme to replace these but 

many protesters argue it is taking far too long and placing lives at risk in the event of another 

disastrous fire 

 

Consider how you would feel having to live in this situation, and how much of a priority should this be for 

the government, local authorities and housing associations. 

 

 





OUR ARTIST OF THE WEEK 







It takes 8 minutes, 19 seconds for light to travel from the sun to the earth. 

 

In space, light travels at 300,000 kilometres (186,000 miles) per second. Even 

at this breakneck speed, covering the 150 million odd kilometres (93 million 

miles) between us and the Sun takes considerable time. And eight minutes is 

still very little compared to the five and a half hours it takes for the Sun’s light 

to reach Pluto. 


