


The Second World war lasted between 1939-1945.

After 5 years of brutal war, on 6th June 1944, over 185,000 allied troops (from USA, Great Britain, France 
and elsewhere) landed on various beaches in Normandy, as part of the operation to liberate France and 
the rest of Europe from the control of German forces. The landings were actually planned for 5th June but 
the weather was so bad it had to be postponed for 24 hours.

The allied operation was codenamed Overlord, but most people refer to it as the D-Day landings. The D 
stands for ‘Deliverance’ (as we were delivering the French their independence).

Over 3,000 British soldiers lost their lives on the various beaches that morning, along with thousands of 
other soldiers.

Last week saw thousands of people gathering in Normandy, France, to mark the 75th anniversary of the 
D-Day landings during the Second World War. 

Click on this and scroll down to the 3rd video called ‘what happened on D-Day’

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/48456573


World leaders, as well as hundreds of veterans (most now in their 90s) attended 
ceremonies honouring the sacrifice of those who fought in what was the largest 
combined land, air and naval operation in history.

It would take another 11 months of bitter fighting before the allied forces reached the 
German capital Berlin and to the bunker that was Adolf Hitler’s headquarters.

Click on this to learn more and play the first video about the veterans

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-48536906


War is a brutal and horrible business.

It is crucially important to remember that, whilst the Nazi regime was unspeakably evil, the 
vast majority of the young German soldiers facing the Allied forces were not Nazis – they 
were simply young men caught up in powerful world politics over which they had no control.

They too had brothers and sisters, and wives and children. They too suffered horrendously.

One of the most powerful ways our world can heal its differences is through forgiveness and 
reconciliation. We have seen this in recent times in places like South Africa and, closer to 
home, in Northern Ireland.

For many years now, Britain and Germany have been close allies and friends. This is 
wonderful.

Click and play the video called English and German WW2 veterans meet for the first time

https://www.express.co.uk/news/uk/1137362/d-day-anniversary-world-war-2-veteran-harry-read-normandy-landing-speech-today-ww2


The current Number 1 in the Music Charts is called Shores of Normandy.

The singer is Jim Radford, a Normandy veteran.

Click on this video and listen to the lyrics.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DsVQMfxIfks




Our sculpture overleaf is slightly different this week.

It is a sculpture designed to make people think about reading, and the 
importance of community facilities. It is called Sinking Building.

You can see the sculpture outside the state library in Melbourne, Australia.

See what you think of it.





The photograph overleaf was taken on Bondi beach in Sydney, Australia.

It captures a surfer riding a wave in the early morning, just as the sun is 
coming up.

Bondi is a famous Sydney beach, and has amazing surf.

Discuss what makes the photograph so great.














