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Theme of the Week: Keeping Safe



Knife Crime: ‘A National Crisis’

Reflect on the following, shocking statistics:

In the past five years, the number of 16 year olds treated for stab wounds has 
doubled.

Last year, more teenagers were stabbed in England and Wales than in any of the 
previous eight years.

At least 35 more people have been stabbed to death since 2019 began.

There is a lot of debate around what is causing this: reduced police numbers, cuts 
to local youth and social services are all playing a part.

However, it is the willingness of some young people to carry a weapon in the first 
place that also needs addressing – and schools across the country are doing more 
work around this type of education.



Knife Crime: The Real Life Cost

Real People – all murdered in London during 2018 – many from knife attacks



Real Life Story 1: Jodie Chesney

The 11th victim of a fatal stabbing in London this year.
• An A level student and Girl Scout, Jodie was described by her friends as ‘lovely’
• She was out with friends in a park listening to music
• 3 young people have been charged with her murder
• A senseless act, with her life lost, and those involved having their futures ruined



Real Life Story 2: Yousef Makki

The latest victim of knife crime this year
• 17 year old student, studying A Levels at Manchester Grammar School
• Dreamed of going to medical school, and becoming a heart surgeon
• Described as a ‘sporty and dedicated student – loving, kind and caring’
• His life is now lost – his attacker has been charged with murder and is in 

prison awaiting trial



Role Model of the Week: Faron Paul 

Click here to learn more about him

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cn2yI0OVMvk


So, let’s be crystal clear

Never carry a knife or weapon on you.

Not for any reason. Ever.

Not for supposed ‘self-protection’ (not least because it can get taken 
and used against you) but also because you will face very serious
consequences from the police.

If you cause any injury to someone with a knife, or threaten them with 
it, you are very likely to find yourself before a court and facing a 
serious punishment.

We do not have a knife problem at the academy – and we do not ever 
want to have one. Students would leave our school immediately if they 
are silly enough to get involved in this – so don’t. Ever.



Let’s do another week of Paying it Forward

Some small ways to be kind:

Put some spare change in a charity box.

Pick up some litter and put it in a bin.

Pay for someone’s coffee in Cucina.

Wash up the dishes at home without being asked.

Tell a teacher how they have made a positive difference to you.

Tell another student something great about them.

Spend some time listening to a friend who is having difficulties.

Hold the door open for someone, or give them an encouraging smile.



Update on Brexit

So: the rollercoaster hits the crucial week!

What happened last week?
• MPs rejected the Prime Minister’s exit deal with the EU for the 2nd time
• MPs said the UK must not leave the EU without a deal
• MPs voted for a delay to Brexit – but against another referendum

What are the next steps?
• This week MPs will be asked to vote for a 3rd time on the Prime Minister’s proposed deal.  

Theresa May is hoping that enough MPs will finally accept that her proposal is the only 
realistic option left. The following will be the probable outcomes:

 If she wins (short delay) we will ask the EU to push the date of Brexit back from 29 March to 
30 June to allow time for legislation to go through, and then we will leave the EU.

 If  she loses (long delay) – the EU is expected to give a ‘long extension for the UK to rethink 
its Brexit Strategy’ (this could be up to 2 years). 

If it is a long delay,  many believe it could spell the end of Theresa May as our Prime 
Minister and that a new face will be needed to take the negotiations forward.



Form Time 2



Sculpture of the Week

The sculpture overleaf is called Knife Angel.

The artist is Alfie Bradley, who took a year to make it.

It is on display in Liverpool, outside the city’s Cathedral.

It is made entirely out of confiscated knives – over 100,000.

It is 27 foot high, and designed as a preventative piece, asking people 
to reflect on how knives have maimed and destroyed so many lives.

Discuss what thoughts it provokes for you.





Our Photograph of the Week

The photograph overleaf shows a lightning strike above a harbour in Santa Barbara, on 
the West coast of USA in California. The amazing image was captured using a long 
exposure photographic technique.

.





Our Painting of the Week















Newsround

Teacher to add and lead on key news stories of 
the week.

Ideally:

1 International or National

2 One more local


