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Photograph of the Week

The photograph on the next slide was taken in Venezuela.

Venezuela is a country in South America (see map above right) with significant political 
unrest at present. It has a poor record on human rights and many are demanding that 
its leader, President Maduro, steps down immediately. However, he has the support of 
his military, and is also backed by Russia and China.

Most European countries, the US, and a large majority of Venezuelans support Juan 
Guaido, who last week they declared to be the person they want to be President 
instead.

There has already been much violence and unrest.

The following photograph captures a political protest and the sense of the scale of the 
unrest.





A little guide to Brexit



What is Brexit?

Brexit is short for ‘British exit’ and is the word 
people use to talk about the United Kingdom’s 
decision to leave the EU (European Union).



What is the EU?

The EU is a political and economic union of 28 
countries which trade with each other and allow 
citizens to move easily between the countries to 
live and work.

The UK joined the EU, then known as the EEC 
(European Economic Community) in 1973.

Click on this video for a deeper look.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8G1cds52Ko0


Why is the UK leaving?

A public vote – called a referendum – was held 
on Thursday 23 June 2016 when voters were 
asked just one question - whether the UK should 
leave or remain in the European Union.

The Leave side won by nearly 52% to 48% - 17.4 
million votes to 16.1 million votes - but the exit 
didn’t happen straight away. It’s due to take 
place on 29 March 2019.



There are lots of arguments, but the main ones are 
around these…….

Stay in the EU

28 countries together can share common 
and beneficial rules around trade & the 
economy.

EU citizens can move freely around the 
EU, living and working anywhere.

There is a shared collaborative approach 
to a whole raft of areas, including laws,  
food, defence etc. 

Leave the EU

The main argument is around having more 
‘control’ over our own country and its 
laws/policies, rather than having to 
conform to the majority based decisions of 
the other 28 countries. 

Particularly important is the argument that 
the UK will be able to have complete 
control over immigration and, by no longer 
having automatic freedom of movement,  
immigration can become more easily 
managed.

The UK will be able to hopefully trade with 
other non-EU countries in a more 
favourable way, and strike trade deals 
outside of EU regulations.



What has happened so far?

The 2016 vote was just the start.

Since then, negotiations have been taking place 
between the UK and the other EU countries.

The discussions have mainly been over the ‘divorce’ 
deal, which sets out exactly how the UK leaves - not 
what will happen afterwards.

The deal is known as the ‘withdrawal agreement’.



What does the Withdrawal Agreement say?

The withdrawal agreement covers some of these key points:

 How much money the UK will have to pay the EU in order to break the partnership – currently  
thought to be about £39 billion.

 What will happen to UK citizens living elsewhere in the EU and, equally, what will happen to EU 
citizens living in the UK.

 How to avoid the return of a physical border between Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland 
when it becomes the frontier between the UK and the EU.

A length of time, called the transition period, has been agreed to allow the UK and EU to agree a trade 
deal and to give businesses time to adjust.

That means that if the withdrawal agreement finally gets the green light, there will be no huge changes 
between 29 March 2019 and 31 December 2020.

Another much shorter document has also been drawn up that gives an overview of what the UK and 
EU’s future relationship will be in the longer term. This is the political declaration. However, neither 
side has to stick to exactly what it says - it is a set of ambitions for the future talks.



A little bit of fun………..

Click below to watch

Gollum star Andy Serkis’ hilarious Brexit deal 
parody of Prime Minister Theresa May

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ucJ6RPez06s


What is the current problem?

The deal was agreed by the UK and the EU in 
November 2018 but it also has to be agreed by 
British MPs- and they have so far voted against 
it.

They voted overwhelmingly to reject the deal 
on 15 January by 432 votes to 202 – a huge 
defeat.



What happens now?

It’s still not very clear.

A key date was last Tuesday (29 January).

During a debate in the House of Commons last Tuesday,  MPs suggested other options 
for the UK government and ways of altering the Prime Minister’s Brexit plan, using 
what are known as amendments. 

The current position is the Prime Minister has agreed to go back to European Leaders 
and try to renegotiate on certain key things.

The challenge is that European Leaders seem, at present, clear that they will not 
renegotiate – so we are at a bit of an impasse, and the next few weeks will be key.

Very few people want to leave the EU without some kind of deal – the worry is that 
time is running out, and a No-Deal style leave could have huge negative economic 
consequences for our country (and therefore you)



What is the Key Issue?

The real problem for the Prime Minister to resolve is what is called the Irish Backstop:

 Northern Ireland is part of the UK.
 The Republic of Ireland (South) is a separate country and part of the EU.

 There is no hard border (ie full physical customs points) between the two countries, and no one 
wants to have one. An open border is also important as it is a legacy of previous agreements which 
have helped to reduce the political violence that has previously plagued Northern Ireland.

 If the EU and the UK cannot reach a trade deal on 29 March 2019, then Northern Ireland remains 
part of the Customs Union, subject to EU rules (this is part of the Backstop). In effect, Northern 
Ireland would then have different rules around trade from the rest of the UK, which appears 
completely unacceptable to many politicians who want to completely break from the EU. This is 
causing massive disagreement and the EU appear at this stage to be refusing to change or allow 
time limits to be imposed on this.

 It appears that, if the Prime Minister can persuade the EU to back down over the Irish Backstop, 
then the Withdrawal Bill will almost certainly be passed by Parliament.

 Either way, we are in for a bumpy ride over the next few months – this is a historic moment in our 
country’s history, and will affect you and your children in the years to come!



As we love our art, click on this!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OvxRcIZWyK8

