
Our Painting of the Week



Henry Rousseau: French Artist 1844-1910 

Ridiculed during his lifetime by critics; they 
thought his work was too flat & childish

"When I go into the glass houses and I see the 
strange plants of exotic lands, it seems to me 
that I enter into a dream.“

Rousseau never left France or visited a jungle.  
He went to the botanical gardens in Paris for 
inspiration.

The animals in his paintings were based upon 
house pets such as cats with a tiger stripes 
painted on to resemble a tiger.



Our Photograph of the Week

The picture on the next slide was taken this week in St Petersburg, 
Russia.

It is a photograph of Russian servicemen marching during a military 
parade to mark the 75th anniversary of the lifting of the Nazi siege of 
Leningrad (the former name of St Petersburg) during the Second World 
War.

The Nazi siege of the city claimed more than 800,000 lives and the 
parade is therefore a major event for Russians.

It is a beautiful photograph – think about how it captures the sense of 
the occasion, as well as the faces of the young soldiers marching.





An update on Brexit

The next slide summarises what has happened over the last week or so



A quick reminder (1)

Brexit is short for ‘British exit’ and is the word people use to talk about the 
United Kingdom’s decision to leave the EU (European Union).

The EU is a political and economic union of 28 countries which trade with 
each other and allow citizens to move easily between the countries to live 
and work. We joined in 1973.

A public vote – called a referendum – was held on Thursday 23 June 2016 
when voters were asked just one question - whether the UK should leave or 
remain in the European Union. 

The Leave side won by nearly 52% to 48% - 17.4 million votes to 16.1 million 
votes.



A quick reminder (2)

The problem is around the withdrawal agreement details (‘the ‘divorce’) – UK MPs 
have rejected the current proposed deal arrangements which were finalised with 
the EU back in November. 

The main problem revolves around the issue of trying to prevent having to 
introduce physical ‘hard’ borders between Northern Ireland (part of the UK) and 
the Republic of Ireland (a separate country, that is committed to the EU).

Click here for an explanation of the backstop

Theoretically, we are formally due to leave on 29 March 2019 – very soon! This is 
a huge problem as leaving without an agreed decent ‘divorce’ deal is felt, by 
many, to be very bad news for our economy and the future stability of the UK 
(and therefore all of us).

There are very few people who want a No Deal Brexit.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S-VadvQUADw


So what has happened last week?

The Prime Minister Theresa May flew to Brussels (capital of Belgium) to meet with EU leaders, to try 
and see if she could re-negotiate a better ‘divorce’ deal that would be more acceptable to UK MPs.

Mrs May has told the EU leaders that if they provide some legal assurances around the backstop, she 
feels she can get the original deal back through the UK Parliament.

The EU has refused so far to make any changes, but have agreed to keep talking.

What has inflamed the situation is a comment made by the European Council President Donald Tusk 
about there being ‘a special place in hell’ for those in the UK who campaigned to leave the EU without a 
plan to deliver it safely.

Mrs May has said that Mr Tusk's language "was not helpful" and had "caused widespread dismay in the 
United Kingdom".

A bit of a ‘playground spat’ but a reflection of the tension in negotiations.

Click here to watch the Prime Minister

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P2JTLlCZaik&t=42s


So what is next?

There is very little time left (29 March). 

If the latest round of talks does not produce a decent solution, then the Prime 
Minister really only has 3 options:

 Request an extension to the above March deadline to allow for more negotiating 
time (legally this is possible and may well have to be considered now).

 Try to persuade Parliament that the deal she previously brought to them (which 
they rejected in November ) is confirmed now as simply the only one on the table 
- and try to persuade MPs to say yes in order to avoid leaving without a deal at all.

 Accept the UK will leave the EU on 29 March with no agreed deal – and perhaps 
somehow try to negotiate with the EU once the dust has settled.



Role Model of the Week: Terry Waite



Terry Waite

Click here to watch Terry speak on 
the subject ‘what being a hostage 
taught me about happiness’ 

Terry worked as a Special Envoy for the 
Head of the Church of England 
(Archbishop of Canterbury).

He was sent to Lebanon (Middle East) in 
1987 to try and secure the release of 4 
people held hostage by an organisation 
called Islamic Jihad.

Terry was himself taken hostage and 
held in captivity for over 5 years. He 
suffered hugely, was kept chained in 
solitary confinement and had to deal 
with the deep anger issues he 
developed.

Since his release he has campaigned 
vocally on many issues, including human 
rights, coping with his anger, mental 
health and staying happy. He spoke last 
week on his experiences, which was 
widely reported in the newspapers 
again.

https://www.bbc.com/ideas/videos/what-being-a-hostage-taught-me-about-happiness/p06yyqzx


Theme of the Week: ‘No Labels’

Click on link Below

This speaks for itself

https://sk-sk.facebook.com/pg/nohatesa/posts/


Theme of the Week: ‘To No Labels’

This speaks for itself

Once in the Facebook page, click on the video ‘gold digger’

https://sk-sk.facebook.com/pg/nohatesa/posts/

