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It has been another fantastic term here at The Bushey 
Academy!  What has been wonderful to see is the 
incredible hard work and effort of the students and 
the staff.  Day in and day out, really good things are 
happening and opportunities are given to our young 
people to grow not only academically, but in all 
aspects of development.  This newsletter provides just 
a snapshot of some of the really positive things that 
have happened since September.

Some personal highlights from me include the work 
that we do for charity.  Our students are caring and 
giving and this was highlighted at the recent Children 
in Need Day and the carol singing at Bushey Station.  
Between these events we raised over £1600 for good 
causes, a brilliant effort.  Focusing on being more kind 
and tolerant has been part of our updated form time 
and PSHCE programme and something that we are 
very passionate about.

Sport and performing arts continue to be very 
successful at the academy.  I am thrilled that 
participation in sports teams and clubs is very strong.  
In a variety of sports, both our girls and boys continue 
to impress and do well.  As a huge rugby fan, I was 
delighted to accompany the PE team and 60 students 
to Twickenham to see ex pupil Joe Cokanasiga mark his 
England debut with a try.  Every student had a great 
time and their behaviour was exemplary.  The House 
Music competition was very strong this year and I 
found it almost impossible to separate the various 
acts.  Congratulations to Whittle House who were the 
overall winners by the closest of margins.  

On the academic front, I am very happy how each year 
group is striving to be the best they can be.  Our new 

Year 7s have made a great start, the Year 8s are building 
on their success last year and being role models for 
the younger students,  The Year 9s have made a strong 
start to their GCSEs and the Year 10s are working hard 
to make sure that they begin Year 11 on the front 
foot.  As for the Year 11s, they have already completed 
their first set of mock GCSE exams and the desire for 
success from the year group is tangible.  Our growing 
and successful 6th Form is going great guns with the 
Year 12s bedding in well and the Year 13s getting 
towards the home straight and focusing on how they 
can fulfil their dreams of university or a rewarding 
career.  The new Year Team structure has started very 
well and has proved to be a real positive in enabling 
us to continue to improve the levels of support for all 
our students.  

Finally I would like to mention how thrilled we are 
with the recent celebratory teas for parents and 
students who have deserved to be rewarded, either 
for their excellent behaviour or for going ‘above and 
beyond’ on a regular basis.  At the time of writing we 
have had over 350 parents come into the academy and 
celebrate with us and their child.  We will continue to 
do more of this as the feedback from parents about 
the events has been wholly positive.  

May I wish everyone involved with the academy a 
wonderful Christmas and a successful and happy 2019.

 
Jon Hebblethwaite 
Principal

Message from the Principal

This term has seen some amazing celebrations 
for students who have really impressed us with 
their excellent conduct and attendance.  Parents 
and students for Years 7, 8 and 9 have attended 
Celebratory  Teas with their children in The Grand 

Hall, and this is something we are keen to continue 
moving forward for all year groups.

They have been lovely events, and we’ve enjoyed 
rewarding the students and celebrating with them 
and their parents.

Celebrations
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The Bushey Academy 
2018 China Trip
Thirty students and four staff spent five days travelling 
with Dragon Tours around the historical sights of 
Beijing and Shanghai.

The tour started in Beijing and our tour guides 
Christina and Susie who took us on a tour of the 
Great Wall. We visited a little known part of the wall 
which was very quiet and allowed us to explore a vast 
untouched stretch of this marvel of engineering.  We 
also visited the Olympic Park and saw the buildings 
constructed for the 2008 Olympics. The water-sports 
centre was particularly eye catching with its bubbled 
glass surface.

Next stop was Tiananmen Square and The Forbidden 
City. Many of the buildings in Tiananmen Square had 
been built at break neck speed by a mostly volunteer 
workforce and the size and scale was impressive. Our 
group garnered much attention from the Chinese 
tourists as, despite the country opening up in recent 
years, most Chinese people have never met or seen a 
foreigner before. All through the holiday people asked 
to have their photos taken with us and school children 
would run up to us and say hello.

The Forbidden City was a marvel with wide squares 
and ornate buildings. The view from the hill was 
exquisite and truly breath-taking when looking back 
across the complex.

From here we visited a traditional tea shop and learned 
the masculine and feminine ways to hold a tea cup. 
The food in Beijing was exceptional and most of us got 
to grips with using chopsticks quickly!

We travelled from Beijing to Shanghai by sleeper 
train with rooms holding four people on bunk beds. 
It reminded us of the set of the film Murder on the 
Orient Express, although a little less comfortable!

Shanghai was a hit with the students due to its’ 
modernity and lack of “squatting” toilets. The river 
cruise passed the unbelievable light show projected 
on to the glass buildings of the city’s skyline and is 
something we’ll never forget.

Whilst in Shanghai we visited a culture museum 
dedicated to the ornate jade carvings prevalent in 
much of China. There was a display of all the national 
costumes from the many ethnic groups of China as 
well as masks and religious ceremonial items. Another 
museum we visited a few days later was full of wax 
works and street recreations of old Shanghai from the 
ancient to colonial times.

We were welcomed to Jincai High School, one of the 
top eight schools in Shanghai. The students spent the 
day with Chinese students in their English and Art 
lessons as well as playing football with them and using 
their amazing facilities. Some of the students were 
lucky enough to experience the schools virtual reality 
equipment and photography studio. We also took a 
volley ball lesson from a former Chinese Olympic team 
captain who now works at the school as a PE teacher.

We visited the TV Tower in Shanghai and ascended in 
a vertigo inducing glass lift to the observation deck. 
Plenty of shopping was also to be had after a visit to 
one of Shanghai’s traditional Chinese gardens in the 
old market district. Students and teachers alike had 
the opportunity to haggle with local street vendors for 
tea, jade, bracelets, paper cut sculptures and the like.

All in all a great trip was had by all.

Science Success
Huge congratulations to Davina Barrell-MacDonald 
of Year 13.

Davina took part in a very successful Nuffield 
Placement at Harefield Hospital during the 
summer holidays, her research paper has been 
shortlisted for the National School Science Awards, 
she has been invited to the NEC Birmingham 
awards ceremony in the Spring, and she will shortly 
be receiving a Gold CREST Award.
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Black History Month
Thank you to our Year 10 students who wrote 
and delivered a very interesting and informative 
assembly to other students and staff, in celebration 
of Black History month. The assembly covered 
figures that had made a significant contribution to 
history throughout the 20th and 21st centuries.  

Well done to everyone involved.

We’re very pleased with how kind the students 
are at the academy and how happy they are to 
raise money for charity.  Yet again, Children in 
Need was well supported and students raised a 
very respectable £1,119.00.  Thanks to everyone 
for their support of this important charity.

Careers and Aspiration

Mock Interviews

This term, our Year 10 students have had the 
opportunity to take part in mock interviews to prepare 
them for job interviews that they will have in the 
future. Students came to school in smart dress and 
looked very professional.

The mock interviews, held by our enterprise partner, 
Watford Community Housing, have been a very 
positive experience for everyone, with many students 
receiving fantastic feedback. Some of the Year 10s 
even asked to repeat the interview process so that 
they could improve their skills and confidence even 
further.

This has been excellent preparation for the upcoming 
work experience placements in February, and helping 
to prepare them for their future working lives. 

The Brilliant Club

The Brilliant Club is due to start next term. A selected 
group of high achieving students from Year 10 will 
have the opportunity to visit different universities.  
They will be provided with a PHD mentor and also 
write an academic paper.  Once the programme is 
completed they will attend a graduation ceremony.  
More updates will follow regarding the progress on this 
exciting initiative.

Upcoming Careers Events in the Spring Term

• A STEM talk for a selected group of 50 Year 10  
 students. To give them an insight into careers in  
 STEM. 

• Work experience placements for Year 10

• ‘Start’ careers and advice software for Year 8

Congratulations to everyone in Year 7 and 8 
who have accepted the challenge of reading for 
pleasure at the academy. 

Here are the top ten readers in each year group 
according to the number of words they have 
read since September: 

Year 7 
• James Shepherd 
• Isabel Oberwarth 
• Pranav Srinivasan 
• Louis Gee
• Sophia Carrie
• Kaeleigh Bickerdike
• Grace Buckingham
• Luke Constable
• Sheikh Hussain
• Becaye Jabbi 

Year 8 
• Megan Boatwright
• Robbie Rawal
• Gideon Adjei
• Janvi Shah
• Filp Kolasny
• Jack Davison
• Jack Watson
• Lily Baker
• Joe O’Leary
• Lucas Figueiredo  
 Wolynec

And a special mention to James Shepherd 
and Megan Boatwright who have both read 
over 1,000,000 words since the beginning of 
September – keep up the great work and well 
done! 

Reading Challenge

Well done to the Year 10 girls, for leading on the assembly for Black History Month



www.thebusheyacademy.org

Music Successes
HOUSE MUSIC COMPETITION  
Thursday 15th November 2018
The Music Department produced a “live” performance 
talent show that did not use any backing tracks 
or instrumentals; this event had a truly electric 
atmosphere.  All the rehearsals led to a terrific 
evening and our talented students did very well, 
congratulations to everyone that took part.

High Attaining Band – STAR TROPHIES
Ido Lang  Guitar
Thomas Allen Drums
Kyan Kelly Drums
Grace Bourke Drums
Syra Spencer-Ahmed Piano
Hannah Mokhtari Piano
Zahra Ahmadi Bass
Bradley Skeggs Backing Singer
Kiana Khaleghi Backing Singer
Christian Harper Violin

 

The House Band Category was coached by our GCSE 
and A Level students who did an amazing job.

Our competition results are as follows:

Best Instrumentalist: 
Hannah Mokhtari (Whittle: Y9)

Best KS3 Soloist: 
Mia Beasley (Edison: Y8)

Best KS4 Soloist: 
Charlie Donald (Marconi: Y10)

Best Composer: 
Mitchell Winn (Marconi: Y11)

Best House Band:  
Whittle ‘Natural’ mentored by Kiana Khaleghi

Overall House Winner:  
Whittle

CAROL SINGING AT BUSHEY STATION 
Thursday 6th December 2018
The school choir braved the cold weather singing 
carols at Bushey Station and thanks to the generosity 
of the people of Bushey, raised an incredible sum 
of £531.06 for HIT Theatre Mencap.  Well done to 
everyone for getting up early for such a great cause!

Last week of term …

The Music department is never resting, and the last week of term before Christmas is very busy indeed!  The annual Carol Concert at St James Church, Bushey is a magical 
event that really sets the scene for the holidays.  Students will also visit the Children’s Ward at Watford General Hospital to entertain the children and staff, and then the 
last day of term includes a trip to the Beaumont Bushey Care Home.

We’re sure you’ll agree, the students and staff are bringing a lot of joy to others at this time of year, we’re very proud of them all.



There is clear link between good attendance and achievement. Research shows that for 
every 17 days missed from school your GCSE grades will go down by 1 grade. 

How do YOU measure up?

Attendance during one 
school year

Equals – days absent Which is approximately 
weeks absent

Which means this 
number of lessons missed

95% 9 days 2 weeks 60 lessons

90% 19 days 4 weeks 120 lessons

85% 29 days 6 weeks 180 lessons

80% 38 days 8 weeks 240 lessons

75% 48 days 10 weeks 300 lessons

70% 57 days 11.5 weeks 345 lessons

65% 67 days 13.5 weeks 405 lessons

Attendance Matters

The Bushey Academy, London Road, Bushey,  
Hertfordshire WD23 3AA

Tel: 020 8950 9502 
Fax: 020 8420 4038

Email: admin@thebusheyacademy.org
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CONTACT INFO

KEY DATES 2019 DATE FROM DATE TO

Christmas Holiday Monday 24 December 2018 Monday 7 January 2019

Staff Inset Training Day Monday 7 January 2019

Start of Spring Term Tuesday 8 January 2019

February Half Term Monday 18 February 2019 Friday 22 February 2019

Easter Holiday Monday 8 April 2019 Monday 22 April 2019

Start of Summer Term Tuesday 23 April 2019

May Bank Holiday Monday 6 May 2019

May Half Term Monday 27 May 2019 Friday 31 May 2019

A very busy term has seen lots of activity in the PE 
department. We have had many home and away 
fixtures and have seen lots of students attending 
extra-curricular clubs after school. Every time a 
student has attended an extra-curricular club this 
term they have put their name in a box and at the end 
of term 2 students in each year group will have their 
name pulled out of the box and win a voucher or prize! 

Netball practice on a Tuesday after school has been 
running successfully and the year 7 and 8 teams have 
had lots of fixtures across Watford – well done ladies! 

U13 Girls football has seen year 7 and 8 girls working 
well together and some excellent victories over Croxley 
Danes, St Michaels and a really good performance in 
the District 5 a side tournament. 

The U15 girls football team have continued their 
excellent start to the season and remain unbeaten.  
They managed to win a very tight County Cup quarter 
final against Parmiters 4-3 which means they have 
a very exciting semi–final to look forward to in the 
New Year. The girls should be very proud of their 
achievements as this means they are now in the top 4 
sides in the whole of Hertfordshire for their age group 
– so well done ladies and good luck in the semi-final! 

November saw the return of the Watford District 
Cross Country Championships and in very difficult wet 
conditions students across the academy braved the 
weather and represented the school brilliantly. Jack 
White, Daniel Farrell and Chelsea Haynes all managed 
a top 10 finish, well done to all students involved. 

Boys Football season has now come to a close. All 
football leagues have a final in February for the 
two teams in 1st and 2nd place. We have had boys 
representing the school in every year group from Year 
7 though to Year 13 and every team has had a great 
season. Year 7 finished 2nd in the league, unbeaten 
and are in the last 16 of the County Cup, with a final 
v Bushey Meads for the league title up for grabs in 
February. Year 8 have finished 3rd in their league, with 
a great win against the winners of the league. Year 
9 remain in the top league with an impressive 5-1 
victory v Queens, going out in the County Cup 2-1 to 
last year’s winners.  Year 10 finally ended their 16 game 
losing streak to win 3 games on the trot including a 
12-1 victory over Immanuel to finish 2nd and set up a 
final v Bushey Meads in February. 

Trip to Twickenham

We took 60 pupils to Twickenham to see England v 
Japan with a score of 35-15. This game was extra special 
as an ex-student of the academy, Joe Cokanasiga made 
his debut for the Men’s National side. He was starting 
on the wing and he scored his first try for his country 
right in front of us. It was a very proud moment 
for the academy and we even got a mention in the 
programme. It was great to see a prior pupil represent 
the senior England side.  Joe sat at the same desks, 
had some of the same teachers, and represented the 
academy in a range of sports, just like many of our 
current students do now, he is inspirational to all of us 
and the consummate professional athlete.

When he scored his try, 66 people jumped up and 
celebrated louder than the entire stadium  - Well Done 
Joe! 

Rugby has also formed a large part of the autumn/
winter term with year 7–10 all taking part in rugby 
festivals against other Watford schools. All Teams have 
developed well  from last year with Year 9 winning 
every game and Year 7 winning 4 out of 5 games. We 
have had an RFU coach in every Thursday running a 
training session which students from all year groups 
have enjoyed and this was evident in the success at 
the rugby festivals.

Sport Update
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