
The Bushey Academy Ofsted 2018: FAQs for parents/carers 
 

Does the grading of ‘inadequate’ mean that this is a failing school?  

No.  What is does mean is that Ofsted have said that the behaviour of a minority of learners 

is not good enough and that the school needs to do more to address this issue.   

 

Is my child safe?  

Yes.  The safety of the learners is always our first priority.  The report says that ‘the 

arrangements for safeguarding are effective’ and ‘staff understand their duty to protect 

pupils and the procedures they should follow if they have any concerns about a child’. 

 

Are there many positives in the report? 

Yes.  There are far more positive comments than negative.  In the main body of the report, 

60% of comments are wholly positive, 25% are mixed and only 9% are solely critical.   

 

Why weren’t the MET, governors and the staff taking steps to address the issues 

identified in the Ofsted report before the inspection?  

The MET, governors and staff had taken some steps to deal with the behaviour of the 

minority of learners who do not behave well enough, however we recognise that these 

actions have not been sufficient to improve matters at the pace needed.  However, Ofsted 

have said that the school’s leadership are demonstrating the capacity to deliver swift and 

effective improvement. 

  

What changes have already been made since the inspection? 

There are a number of actions that have already been taken that will address the concerns 
highlighted in the report.  This includes stricter punishments for defiance, disrespect and 

persistently breaking school rules;  a reorganisation of senior leadership responsibilities to 

increase capacity around managing behaviour; a series of training sessions for teachers on 

how to better manage behaviour in classrooms (ongoing); the appointment of two 

behaviour mentors to work with students who require extra support; a new pastoral 

system based around year groups with more middle leaders to improve the level of welfare 

and support; a full review of our behaviour policy ready for a September launch based 

around the concepts of ‘ready, respectful, safe; development of an anti-bullying programme 

ready for a September launch; clearer expectations for students when moving around the 

academy building; and a questionnaire for students to more fully understand their views 

(over 350 responses) so they feel more listened to. 

 

Is the school going to change its behaviour policy? 

Yes.  The pillars of this policy will be ‘Ready, Respectful, Safe’.  We have already started 

some extra training for staff on how to better deal with behavioural issues in lessons and 

the new policy is being finalised. Through the new form time programme and PSHCE, there 

will be much more work with the learners around expectations, respect and tolerance.  All 

parents will receive a new parents’ guide in September.  

 

How will the school address the issues of inconsistency amongst some teachers? 

This will be remedied through better training (supported by MET), clearer expectations for 

staff and closer monitoring.  

 

 



Can I see the action plan?  

Yes.  It will be sent to you once it has been checked by Ofsted. 

 

When are we going to have another inspection? 

It is likely that we will receive our first monitoring visit within the next 6 months.  It is likely 

that the next full inspection will be within the next 24 months. 

 

Can the school immediately return to Good or better at the next full inspection? 

Yes – we can and fully expect to do so. 

 

Will the Ofsted judgement impact on my child’s education?  

The Ofsted judgement will speed up the improvements to the school and therefore will 

improve your child’s education. 

 

How can I best support my child and the school as a parent/carer? 

You can support the school by making sure that your child’s attendance is excellent (ensure 
they don’t miss school for a minor illness and do not take them on holiday during term 

time).  Please make sure that your child has enough sleep and exercise so that they are 

ready to learn and have all the correct equipment.  It is important that you reinforce the 

need for your child to be polite, respectful and tolerant of others at all times.  Please 

reinforce the message that if your child has any concerns or issues, then they, or you, must 

tell an adult in the school about it so we can immediately help. 

 

Where can I find out more?  

If you have any additional questions and would like to contact the academy, we’ve set up a 

dedicated email address at ofsted2018@thebusheyacademy.org  
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